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Cudc tan cdng “Tri-Thién Xuan-Heé 1972" L& Phuc Sinh (30/3-27/6/1972) [THE 1972 Easter Offensive]:
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LOT TAC GIA:

D35 40 ndm troi qua, k& tir mlia Xuan-He ruc Itfa 1972. Tran danh con to hon Dién Bién Phii 1954 nay—thi du nhu st dung t&i han 90,000 quan,
so v@i 40,000 trong trén Dién Bién Phi—chua dugc nghién clru tudng tan. Mot trong nhitng ly do chinh la tai liéu; chinh xac hon, thiéu tai liéu
khé tin, va quéd nhidu cung vdn hay dao mé. Tran chién Qubc-Cong 1945-1975 1& mot tran chién bi 6 nhiém ning hé tuyén truyén kidu
Maoist—tUrc phe tu nhdn “Cong San” khdng thé thua, chi cé thé toan théng, vo dich. V&i nhitng “anh hung” Idy than chén phdo, khi cac dai doan
312 va 351 phai dua phdo Ién cao dia, roi tir ngay 26/1/1954 lai phai kéo phdo ra, tri trén cac dinh cao phia déng. Hay chat ddt canh tay bi
thuang dé lao vao muc tiéu cho nhanh, gon, bat ké theo 18i “danh nhanh, giai quyét nhanh”/hay “cham, nhung chéc.”

Nhung cling c6 hang trdm “con chudt Ndm RSm” dudi dia dao bun lay, ngdy dém chd danh cdp nhitng kién hang tiép té& lac ra ngoai hang rao,
cung cdp cho hé théng chg den Mudng Thanh.

[Gongshan hay Céng San do nhém Tran Doc T va Ly Pai Chiéu dich t&r Communism cua Karl Marx [Ma Kh3c Tu] vao thap nién 1910. Thuc ra,
Marx chi néi dé€n ché dd céng hitu thsi x& héi nguyén thay [primordial society] ma chua ai chirng nghiém—tuong tu nhu Fu Xi [Phuc Hi]/Bao Xi
[Bao Hi] [2852 TTL] ctia Ban Gu [Ban C81, trong Han shu [Han thu], dan lai trong I Ching [Chu Dich].

(Thsi d6, khdng co trat tu dao dirc hay x& hodi. Con ngudi chi biét d&n me. Khi déi di tim thifc &n, nhai nuSt ca da 1an 16ng. Khi no vt thirc &n
thira di. Ho udng mau tuai. . .

Phuc Hi quan sat khi tuong trén trdi, quan sat nhitng viéc xay ra trén mit dét, néi két nam va ni, dit ra 5 giai doan bién d6i [ngd hanh: kim,
méc, thidy, hod, thé], lam ra ludt ngudi, sdng ché ra tam hao [eight linear signs] dich.

[In the beginning there was as yet no moral nor social order. Men knew their mothers only, not their fathers. When hungry they searched for
foods; when satisfied they threw away the remnants. They devoured their food hide [beast skin] and hair, drank the blood, and clad themselves
in skin and rushes. Then came Fu Xi and looked upward and contemplated the images in the heavens, and looked downward and contemplated
the occurences on earth. He unified man and wife, regulated the five stages of change [wuxing]; and laid down the laws of humanity. He
devised the eight trigrams, in order to gain mastery of the world.” (Ban C3 [Ban Gu, 32-92], Han shu, dan trong The I Ching or Book of
Changes; trans into English by Cary F. Baynes, based on Richard Wilhem’s German version (Princeton, NJ: Princeton Univ Press, 1967, 1973), p.
329; Phan Boi Chau, Kinh Dich, trong PBCTT, IX, (Hué&: 2001), tr 14-5 [Clu t& tr. 704-5 [704-8];

V&n Vuong ché ra 64 qué. Chu Céng Bén [Duke of Zhou, con V&n Vuong] gidi thich ting quéi, hdo. Khéng Khéu viét thém "Thap Duc.”

No. 64, Wei Chi [Vi t&, nuclear [trigrams: Li, above; K'an below] Book I, pp. 251 [248-52], Book III, pp. 717 [714-24], "Truyén ctia Khéng Khéu
dé vao cudi séch, cé hai phin, Hé tir thugng truyén, va Ha truyén.

Va sau nay & B-3, “diing si diét M§” mdt ngon IuGi 1& va hong siing AK giét 12 linh Su doan 1 Khéng Ky [1% Cavalry] ngay 14/11/1965 trong
trén Plei Me- Ia Drang, ngay 7/12 vira du dai tdo lién hoan cing Chu Huy Diéu [Chu Huy Man], Déng Vii Hiép xong da dao ngii, bi bat trd lai,
khién cac don vi & cao nguyén phai chinh phong, chinh hudn. (Hiép, 2002, tr.86-94). Va hang ngan bd doi “lac ngii,” dudng di t&r Thanh Hba vao
“B”—theo nha van Xuan Vii—khdng bao gid dén. Thuc ra, Mao Nhuan Chi (Mao Zhedong, 1893-1976) , Chu An Lai (Zhou Enlai, 1898-1976) va
Quan Uy Trung Udng Giai Phdng Quan Trung Hoa [Trung Cong] d& st dung Dién Bién Phu “lam da” cho mé&t tran ngoai giao & Geneva hau phan
héa va co 1ap My vdi Phap, véi cai gid phai tra 1& 25,000 sinh mang QDND, va ndi khd nhuc clia trén 100,000 dan céng, mot thé suu dich
[forced labor] chién tranh hay lao céng chién trudng thudng bi 1dng quén.

Ngay 3/3/1954, chdng han, An Lai cho Iénh Vi QuSc Thanh [Wei Guoging] ki€ém vai chién thing & Dién Bién dé md man hdi nghi Geneva ngay
26/4/1954. Trong hai ngay 13 va 15/3/1954, hang chuc ngan QDPND bé xac tai hai cr di€ém béc va dong béc Dién Bién. Rdi, ha tuan thang
3-4/1954, An Lai gidt Linov Nguyén Sinh Con (bi danh cudi cling 14 Hd Chi Minh, 1892-1969) va Pham V&n Ddng (1908-2000) xudi ngudc gitra
B&c Kinh va Mat-scd-va dé “da thdéng tu tudng” viéc ngung ban va chia cét Viét Nam lam hai ving tap trung—trong khi gigi ngoai giao Nga tung
tin vé giai phap chia déi tir Phap téi Bri-tén. Trudc khi mé dgt tdn cong th( ba (1-7/5/1954)—dé& chao mirng chin [9] phai doan tham du budi
hop dau vé Déng Dugng, Téng Tham Muu Phé Quan Giai Phéng Trung Hoa [QGPTH] Tdc Du tir chdi cung cdp quan tinh nguyén Trung Céng nhu
V3 Giap yéu cau, chi giri sang toan chuyén vién chat n, mot dai doi hoa tién [tén Ira] sdu nong, do ¢ v&n TC chi huy, dé dit diém khu trung
tdm. T6i th Tu, 6/5, thém 200 tan binh méi b sung cho Trung doan Tha db (102/ 308), d& rach nat ngay 12/4/1954, bi tham sat trén trién
cac cdn c E 4 va E 2. Rdi, chidu Th&r N8m, 7/5, tudng de Castries dau hang. Gan nlra dém d6, dén lugt Dai ta Allande & c diém phia nam,
Isabelle (hay H6ng Cam), lot vao tay Su doan 304.

Cudc “tdn cong chién Iugc” Xuédn-Hé 1972 cla Van Tién Diing (1915-2002) tai Quang Tri—vdi hai mat tran ph6i hgp Ddc Khu 24 [Tan Canh-
Kontum (B-3)] va Vung III Chién Thuat [Loc Ninh-An Loc (Khu 7, B-2)]—di nhién, ciing chiu chung s6 phan ctia gudéng may tuyén truyén Maoist.
Muc dich ngoai giao ctia chién dich nay nhdm “v& m&t” Trung Cong va Téng thdng Richard M. Nixon, cliing diéu ma D&ng Xuan Khu (Trudng
Chinh, 1909-1988) va cac lanh tu CSVN goi la “su bdi phan [th(r tu] cia Mao Trach Pong” va thudc ha. Cach nao di nita, chién dich Xuan-Heé



1972 theo Nghi Quyét ngay 11/3/1972 clia “Bién Bién” (Thudng vu Quan Uy Trung Udng Ha Noi; TDBKQSVM, 1996:992), trong mat Nixon,
chitng td Ha Noi tiép tuc séng ngoai vong phap luat qudc té. Vi khdng yém va hai phao ddi dao clia M§, quan si VNCH du kha n&ng bé gdy ba
mii gidp céng [quén su, chinh tri, binh van] cia CSBV, trén ca ba loai chién trudng rirng ndi, ndng thdn va thanh thj. Mét chuyén vién nhém CP
50—tirc nhém nghién cfu ddi ngoai ctia B6 Chinh Tri Pang Lao Pdng Viét Nam [LDPVN] do Pham V&n Cudng [Nguyén Co Thach] cdm dau—suy
doan réng viéc Nhay DU va TQLC/ VNCH tai chi€m c6 thanh Quang Tri ngay 16/9/1972 da khién Lé Dudn chap nhan ngung bén trudc giadi phap
chinh tri, hau dat dugc hiép udc trudc ngay bau clr 7/11/1972. Va, nhu Kissinger tiét 16, néu vu an Watergate khong lam té liét chinh pha Nixon,
VNCH chua hdn d3 that tha vao mua Xudn 1975—mét chién dich, ngoai trir trdn dadnh Ban Mé Thuét, hay Khanh Dudng, Xudn Léc—chi dugc
gach dam béng canh r& ngd, bé ngd, quan phong thu chay nhanh han murc tién cla dich; sau khi “d(t phim,” ngoan ngon trinh dién hoc tap dé
sém vé v@i gia dinh “sau mot thang.” Day ciing Ia hau qua t&t nhién cla chién thuat "ddu bé, dit to”—thu co I&nh thd theo ti I& vién trg My sang
11/3/1975 ctia Nguyén V&n Thiéu—ma cd ngudn tin, 1a mdt cudc tra thir cé toan tinh cua con chdu “ma Hdi,” hay Chdm-pa.

[Ninh Chit I1& mdt trong nhitng phan I&nh thé con lai cua ddn Cham sau khi chia Nguyén chiém Phi Yén, dit ra Dinh Thai Khang, cho phép vua
quan Cham I&p hai tiéu quéc tir Phan Rang 1én Cao nguyén Trung Phin (con déu tich tir Cheo Reo tdi Poko). Trong mét Thiéu, theo su quan sat
cua téi tai Can Tho va Chuong Thién ndm 1966—khi biét phai vé Bé Tu Lénh Ving IV cua cb Trung tudng Déng VEn Quang—cé su pha trén vdi
dong mau Cham. Mt ngudi em ho cua Thiéu ho Hoang—ting dugc John Paul Vann danh gid la néu ban dugc dét Bac Liéu cho VC kiém Ioi thi y
cling dém lam—cé mau da den va nhirng nét dac thu Cham].

B&i vay, subt trong hai ndm 1971-1972, Henry A. Kissinger cling cac vién chlrc My d& khéng hi€u ndi thai do Thiéu khi Kissinger déng y cho
Thiéu s& tir chirc mdt [8/5/1972] hay hai thang [3/7/1972] trudc ngdy téng tuyén ctr (sau ngay ky Hiép dinh Paris). Cho téi lic chét, tir 18 téi
22/10/1972, Thiéu mdi 1at con bai tdy, khdéng chiu ky hda udc—gidng nhu bdn ndm trudc, thang 11/1968, khong gui dai dién qua Paris nhu d3
hiéra véi TT Lyndon B. Johnson trudc ngay bau ctr, va cé thé da gilp Nixon thdng cir ndm 1968 véi khoang 500,000 phiéu phé théng. Chu trucng
“khéng an dugc thi dap dc‘;',” Thiéu d3 gdy nén tham kich Xuan 1975, xé nat tinh binh QLVNCH trong vong 20 ngay. Ngoai ra, tudng nén ghi
thém, Thiéu tirng la Uy vién huyén ddi clia Viét Minh ndm 1945-1946 trudc khi theo hoc khoéa I Dap Da (Hué). Ndm 1954, Thiéu cling tham gla
ban I&nh dao Pang Con O & Hué, gdm nhitng si quan cling don vi nhu Tran Thién Khiém, Luc Si Man, Tran V&n Trung, Hoang Xuan Lam, Nguyen
V&n Manh, v.. v... (Cuu Trung tudng Trung tirng xac nhan sy kién nay véi tdi tai Paris). Khiém, sau ngay tét nghiép Chuan Gy d& cung mot s6
ban déng khoa “ra bung,” sau mdi vé lai thanh.

Theo cuu Trung tudng Vinh Loc, Thiéu rat quanh co. Trua 1/11/1963, Dai td Thiéu—mot cdn bd quan Uy Can Lao, dugc Linh muc Blru Dudng
“rira toi,” than tin cia Ngd Dinh Nhu—da ngui quén, vd khdng danh thirc, nén tdi hop mat véi chién doan Viing Tau tré. Trong khi chd dgi 1énh
tan cdng Thanh Céng Hoa, Thiéu bdng ndi 18n “sau chidu nay cé 1& c&p chi huy quan ddi chi con toan Ha Si quan.” (Phdéng vén ndm 2002, qua su’
dan xép cua béng binh V&n Nguyén, khéa 21 Pa Lat) Dau nam 1973, sau khi ky hiép udc Paris (27/1/1973), trudng phdi doan VNCH khui
champagne udng mung “chién thdng ngoai giao.” Hai thang sau, dudc mdi qua My nhu mén qua an Ui cho viéc ky Hiép udc, va trén phi co tur
San Clemente (California) 1én Oat-shinh-tan du tiéc do Phé Téng théng Spiro Agnew khoan dai, Thiéu cling m& champagne mirng thang Igi ngoai
giao: Trong tuyén cdo chung ngay 4/4/1973, TT Nixon lap lai I6i hia s& c6 phan ing manh néu Ha N&i vi pham ngung bdn, véi diéu kién dugc
Qudc Héi chdp thuan. (Stephen T. Hosmer, Konrad Kellen, and Brian M. Jenkins, The Fall of South Vietnam: Statements by Vietnamese Military
and Civilian Leaders (Santa Monica: The Rand Corporation, 1978), pp. 10-5; Kissinger, Years of Upheaval, 1982, pp. 315). Cau tuyén bd tiéu
bi€u nhat ctia Thiéu: Lam chinh tri phai li. Téi s& thdi ndm quyén khi My ngung vién trg.

Chuong sach nay da dugc so thao hon 25 ndm trudc va an hanh 1an dau n8m 1987 dudi tua 55 Ngay & 55 Dém: Cudc Sup D6 Cia VNCH. Nhan
ngay sinh nhat thir 70, hiéu dinh lai v8i mot s6 tu liéu mdi giai mat, nhu vai tro Lién S6 Nga trong viéc ky Hiép dinh Paris, va su bdi phan cla
Trung Cong tur 1965 t8i 1970 v&i Ha Néi—nhat la viéc ngay 29/5/1965 Tran Nghi [Chen Yi] bi mat nhg Dai bién Bri-tén Hopson néi vdi B6 Ngoai
Giao My la “Trung Céng chi tra dlia néu My tadn cdng Hoa luc’—ddng nhu I8i t§ cdo cua CSBV la ndm 1965, Bac Kinh d3 “bat dén xanh” cho My
danh bom B3c Viét.

Can nh&n manh, ngoai trir hdi ky mot s6 8 van Nga diéu khién cac dan hoa tién [tén Ira] dia khdng SAM 2-M (hoat déng & do cao clia oanh tac
co chién lugc B52), va tham du budi tdng két ngay 7/2/1973, tai liéu van kh Nga vé cudc chién Viét Nam van chua hoan toan giai mat. Trong
kh&i van sir hién hitu, quan hé Viét-Nga—trong khung thudc ngoai giao tam giac [triangular diplomacy] Oat-shinh-tan, Mat-sco-va, Beijing—co
nhitng chi tiét md téi nhu tai sao Brezhnev-Podgorny-Kosygin ti€p tay cho viéc ky hoa ugc Paris 27/1/1973, nhung lai quay mat nhin di hudng
khac hai ndm sau? Triét d&€ haon, thuc ch&ng cé phe thang, phe bai hay chi toan nhitng ké thua cudc?

& 1an hiéu dinh th(r sdu nay, ching téi sir dung tén that cac tdc nhan CSVN hon bi danh cach mang cua ho. Nhu Linov Nguy&n Sinh Con thay vi
H® Chi Minh, Phan Binh Khai thay vi L& Dirc Tho, Nguy&n Thi Y&n Sa thay vi Nguy&n Thi Binh, Nguy&n Ch&n ma khéng Tran V&n Tra, Pham Van
Thién, khdng Pham Hung, v.. v ...

Vii Ngu Chiéu
Houston, 13/11/2012-28/2/2013
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"Thd Sdu Tét lanh [Good Friday],” 31/3/1972. Giita ltic dan ching My vui hudng 1& cui tudn Phuc Sinh-Thang Thién [Easter]—t(rc Joshua
con Josef, bi déng dinh t&i chét, nhung sdng trd lai, réi bay 1én Trdi khoang ndm 30 Tay lich—Ha Noi md nhitng tran danh 16n sudt b& nam séng
Bé&n Hai (Khu 11, Vung I Chién Thuat), phia tdy bdc Kontum (P3c Khu 24, Vung II Chién Thuét), va tir TAy Ninh tdi Léc Ninh, An Loc (H8n Quan,
Binh Long; nay thudc tinh Séng Bé; Vung III Chi€n Thuat). Tai liéu CS ghi day la “Cudc Tan Céng Chién Lugc Xuan-He Tri-Thién 1972,” mét thir
M&u Than II. Dot dau kéo dai tir 30/3 t6i 27/6/1972. Bi thu th nhat P3ng LAVN Lé Duén (1908-1986) mudn tan dung “qua dam chu luc,” véi
12 dai don vi Quan Ddi Nhan Dan [QDND] tir B&c Viét, Ha Lao va C8m B6t tran vao noi dia, dé€ tiéu diét mot phan sinh luc quan ddi VNCH, lam
suy yé&u cac tuyén phong tha chién lugc, pha k& hoach binh dinh do Robert W. Komer va Bill Colby chi huy tir ndm 1966-1969, va ndi day & cac
thi x3, tinh ly va thj trdn. (1)

1. Thu Lé Duan ngay 10/3/1972, V&n Kién Dang Toan Tép [VKDTT], tdp 33:1972, (Ha Noi: CTQG, 2004), pp. 186-93 [mét trdn chinh tri]; Dién
ndm 1972 cla Lé Duén [v/v ky hiép dinh Paris]; Ibid., pp. 420-4; Dién s8 77, BCT [S&au Manh] gli Pham V&n Thién, v.. v..., ngay 12/1/1972,
[Y8u cdu trao cho Nguyén V&n Linh phu trdch mét trdn chinh tri trong cudc tan cbng sép tdi]; Ibid., pp.1-4; va Dién s6 119, BCT [Sau Manh]
gui Pham Van Thién, v.. v..., ngay 27/3/1972; Ibid., pp. 206-23.

National Security Action Memorandum [NSAM] 343 (Lyndon B. Johnson Kky ngay 28/3/1966); Foreign Relations of the United States [FRUS],
1964-1968, IV: 1966 (Washington: GPO, 1998), pp. 302-3 [Doc 102]; NSAM 392 (9/5/1967) [b8 nhiém Komer]; The Pentagon Papers (Gravel),
11:428; William Colby, Lost Victory (Chicago: Contemporary Books. 1989). Thi& Tuw, 20/12/1967, Sai Gon chinh thirc phat déng ké hoach
Phugng Hoang, dich sang My ngi la Phoenix. Qui tu tdt ca cadc co quan chéng Céng quan va dan su My-Viét (CIA, MACV, AID, Canh Sat, An Ninh
Quan Doi, Phat Trién Néng Thén, Chieu Hoi, PRUs, Quan luc VNCH); Memorandum from Leonhart to Rostow, November 8; Johnson Library,
National Security File, Country File, Vietnam, I C (2). Trong budi ndi chuyén véi Bunker va Komer, Thiéu tiét 16 s& giao cho Tu Iénh SB diéu
khién chuang trinh binh dinh thay vi c&p Quan doan. S& giao cho quan do6i nhiém vu binh dinh, d&c biét 1a tai vung III va IV; Memorandum for
the Record by Komer, December 30; Center for Military History, DepCORDS/MACYV Files, Komer GVN Liaison File: 1967.



Komer ciing nd Iuc mudn gitr Chuén tuéng Nguyén Blc Thang dU Théng chi trich tham nhiing va su bat luc clia chinh pht Nguyén Van Ldc; Tel.
CAS 359 from Saigon, December 17; Johnson Library, National Security File, Country File, Vietnam, IE(1) Post Inaugural Political Activity. Thang
1/1968, Théng tir chirc 6 B6 Phat Trién Nong Thén.

Tiép d6, m& rong ving ki€m soat & ndng thdn, rirng nli, gdy dung phong trao d&u tranh chinh tri & cac thanh thi, va chuan bi néi day (khai
nghia) do Nguy&n Xuan Cuc (Nguyén V&n Linh, 1915-1997) phu trach. Tém lai, muu danh bai chi thuyét Nixon va k& hoach Viét Nam héa
[Vietnamization] chién tranh b&ng quan s, phdi hdp vdéi chinh tri va ngoai giao qua gudng may tuyén truyén khéng I6 clia QTCS; tai ca ba dia
ban rirng nui, ndng thon va thanh thi. (2)

2. Chinh Pao, Mdu Thén 68: Thidng Hay Bai?, tai ban lan th( hai (Houston: V&n Hoéa 1998), tr. 286-88.

Ngay 11/3/1972, theo tu liéu Codng San, Quan Uy Trung Udng Pang LDVN ra I&nh “t6ng tdn cong” Xuan-Heé 1972, dua trén Nghi Quyét Hoi nghi
Ban Chap Hanh Trung Ugng th&r 20 (27/1-11/2/1972). Hoi nghi bi &n nay—gidng Hoi nghi th(r 15 m& rong khéa II n&m 1959—c6 tai liéu ghi vao
thang 3/1972, tai liéu khac ghi dau thang 4/1972, ban nghi quyét chinh thirc trong V&n Kién Bang Toan Tap [VKDTT] dé ngay 4/4/1972, c6 I1é
d3& dudc bé sung, stra chita sau chuy&n thdm bi mat Ha Ndi ctia An Lai ngay 4/3/1972 dé gidi thich cudc hop thudng dinh M§-Trung Cong tai Bic
Kinh (21-28/2/1972)—mét trong hai sy ¢8 ngoai giao quan trong clia thdi Chién Tranh Lanh (1947-1991). (3)

3. Henry A. Kissinger, White House Years (Boston: Little & Brown, 1979), pp. 1054-87; Qiang Zhai, China and the Vietnam Wars, 1950-1975
(Chapel Hill: Univ of North Carolina Press, 2000), pp. 198-99, 218.

Thang 8/1971, sau khi ky v8i Bac Kinh hiép udc quan vién phu trdi ngay 4/7/1971 cho tai khéa 1971, Ha N&i chon mién Déng Nam Viét (Khu 7,
B-2) lam muc tiéu chinh cudc tdn céng 1972. Nhung qua thang 1/1972, ddi y, Iy Tri Thién (B-4) lam hudng chinh (di€ém); Cao Nguyén Trung
Viét (chién dich B&c Ty Nguyén, 30/3-5/6/1972) va D6ng Nam Viét (chién dich Nguy&n Hué, 1/4/1972-19/1/1973) lam muc tiéu phdi hdp
(dién). Ngoai ra, md thém mat tran bac Binh Dinh (Hoai An)-Quang Ngéi (Tam Quan), va mién Tién Giang, thudc Khu 8, tirc cac tinh My Tho,
Bén Tre, GO Cong, Kién Phong, Kién Tudng, roi mién Tay (Khu 9). (4)

4. P3ng Vii Hiép, Ky Uc Tay Nguyén (Ha Noi: QPND, 2002), pp. 228-29; Tu Pién Bach Khoa Quén Su Viét Nam [TPBKQSVN] (Ha Noi: QDND,
1996), tr. 99, 101, 113, 129-30.

Beijing substantially increased weapon shipment to VN. On July 4, 1971, Beijing concluded a protocol on the provision of supplementary military
equipment and materials to Ha Noi in 1971. China’s aid would reach recorded levels in 1972-1973, “to cover up their betrayal and to appease
the Vietnamese people’s indignation.”

K& hoach “Tén c6ng va khdi nghia” 1972 dua trén két qua nhitng cudc tranh hing ndm 1971 tai Lao, C&m B6&t va Cao nguyén Trung Viét, cho
thdy quan luc VNCH chi thanh cdng rat gigi han sau ba ndm Viét Nam héa, khong thé dién vao khoang tréng hon nira triéu quan My va Dong
Minh triét thodi. Lua chon Khu 7 lam diém vi tran chién sat clra bic Sai Gon khoang 100 cdy s& h&n gay nhiéu chd y trong mét n&m tranh clr
Téng thdng M§. Tuy nhién, phan vi ti€p van khé kh&n, phan vi su tdng gia hoat ddng clia khong luc My, Ha N&i ddi chon Khu 11 CT (Tri Thién,
B-4) lam hudng chinh; Vung II CT (Tay Nguyén, B-3) va Vung III CT (Khu 7, cta B-2) lam hudng phéi hgp. (5)

5. VKDTT, 33:1972, 2004:1-4; Hiép, 2002:228-29. Mot tai liéu khac ghi 1a, Thudng vu QUTW ra nghi quyét ngay 11/3/1972 chon Tri-Thién
lam diém]; Duong Trung Qudc, Viét Nam: Nhiing su kién, 1945-1986, (Ha Noi: 1990), tr. 542, 553; TPBKQSVN (1996), tr. 992. M&t Tran Tay
Nguyén (B-3) chinh thirc thanh 1ap ngay 1/5/1964. Quan Khu Tri Thién (B-4) thanh Iap thang 4/1966; Mat tran Dudng 9 (B-5), thang 6/1966.

X&ng nhét, dan dudc, thuc phdm va vién binh 1a bdn nhu y&u phdm t6i thiét trong cac trdn danh hgp déng qui udc. 10 cdy s6 bé ngang cla
vung phi quan sy va nhitng dan phong khéng do Nga vién trg & Vinh Linh, Quang Binh, hay Khe Sanh, A Shau, hdn mang nhiéu tién nghi cho
viéc tai tiép t€ va phong khéng haon hé théng “dudng mon H6 Chi Minh” (mét huyén thoai khdc cua cubc chién). Khi cudc tdn cdng sdp khdi su,
Tay Nguyén (B-3) mdi chi nhén dugc 35% chi tiéu gao, va 25% quan cu, phai huy ddng binh si va dan céng Kontum di tai luong thuc cach xa
chién trudng mot trdm cay s8. Hon nifa thdi diém cudc tdn cong ciing thay d8i theo sy c6 ngoai giao ba chan vac, nhat 1a quyé&t tAm mudn
chlng té su tu cha cla Ha Noi—Ca Bic Kinh ma Nixon mdi dén thdm trong dip ndm md&i Nham Ti, va Mat-scd-va, nai Nixon s& hop thugng dinh
V@i Leonid I. Brezhnev tir 22 t&i 29 thang 5/1972, chua dd sdc 1am t8n thudng niém tin vao tinh than vé san qudc té “than thanh” trong dau éc
1&nh tu CS Viét Nam. (Mdt nha Ngoai giao Hungary ding thuat ngif “tai tir.” M3i téi ndm 1977-1979, lanh dao H& N&i mdi phdn nd t& cdo tu
tudng Mao Trach Dong “phi v san,” “phan déng.” R6i, ndam 1991-1992, Mecca clia Xa HOi Chu Nghia ciing ngirng hién hitu, tan v& thanh 15
nudc riéng biét. Nhu ké sdp chét dudi, BCT Bang CSVN véi bam viu 18y nhitng bé chudi “kinh té& thi trudng,” dinh hudng x& hdi chu nghia, tu
tudng HO Chi Minh (tdrc Linov Nguy&n Sinh Con—ngudi nhiéu hon mét Ian tuyén b chi theo guong nhitng vi nhan Lenin, Stalin, Mao Trach Péng,
V.. V..)

Trong H8i nghi Trung Udng Ian th( 20, khéa III, Lé Duan (bi danh Ba) va B& Chinh Tri (Quang Trung) chi dua ra nhitng nét dai cuong: Cudc tan
cdng sé kéo dai, lién tuc téi Thu 1972, tuy thdi khai thac cudc tranh ctr téng théng My ngay 7/11/1972. Phan Dinh Khai (tic Lé Dic Tho, 1915-
1991) con chi quan du doan Nixon sé& loai bd Nguy&n Van Thiéu, thay bang nhitng nhém ddi 1ap, hi€u hoa thudc phe th( ba, va cudc diu tranh
chinh tri trong tuong lai s& ndm trong khung mét chinh phu lién hiép [coalition] ba phe. (6)

6. Nghi Quyé&t HNTW thi(r 20, s6 219-NQTW, ngay 4/4/1972, vé nhiém vu ch8ng My cltu nudc; VKDTT, tdp 33:1972, (2004), pp. 148-66.

Ngay Th{ Hai, 27/3, Khai—dudi mat hiéu truyén tin “Sau Manh,” dai dién BO Chinh Tri Pang LOVN—giai thich thém cho Pham Van Thién (Pham
Hung, 1912-1988), Bi thu Trung Udng Cuc Mién Nam [TWC/MNVN, hay COSVN] tir 1967, V& Toan (V3 Chi Céng, Bi thu Khu 5), Tran Thiac Kinh
(Tran V&n Quang, Bi thu B-4 Tri-Thién Hué), vé& muc dich ctua cudc t&n cdng ma Lé Duén danh gia to han Dién Bién Phi 1954 “vi dai,” (nhung
trén thuc t& do ¢S van Trung Cong cling Quan Uy Trung Udng CSTH soan thao, chudn bi, va chi huy—V3 Gidp (V8 Nguyén Gidp, sinh 1911)
dudng chi cé cong dirng ra nhan chién cong theo l1énh “DPang.”) (7)

7. Chinh V8 Giap cling thd nhan n&m 1953, Vi Qudc Thanh va Quan Uy Trung Udng CSTH md chién dich Tay Béc (Lai Chau), thay vi déng bang
Bac Viét nhu Glap da trinh 1&€n Linov COn va Thudng vu Trung Udng. Ngoai ra, Quéc Thanh mang theo mét ban sao ké& hoach Navarre chang hiéu
do ai cung c&p; va nhan Iénh tir An Lai d& danh tran Dién Bién Phu theo nhip d6 mat tran ngoai giao Geneva. Trong khi do, An Lai va Molotov
truc tiép “da théng tu tudng” Linov Cén (can gilip Mendés-France dat hda udc; ranh gidi ving tap trung phia bdc dudng s& 9 (vi tuyén 17), va
téng tuyén clr sau hai ndm), v.. v.. Su that quan hé Viét Nam-Trung Quéc trong 30 ndm qua (Ha Nbéi: Su That, 1979), tr. 57; V3 Nguyén Giap,
Dién Bién Phu: Piém hen lich si, Hitu Mai viét, in Ian th{ 2, cé sira chita (H& N&i: QDND, 2001), tr. 21-3, 26-7, 406-7 [hdi nghi mat Liéu Chau,
3-5/7/1954], 410-11.

Gudng may tuyén truy@n Ha Ndi cling dung tén Dién Bién Phi dé md ta ké& hoach “cai cach rudng déit, tic dau t8, cudp doat tai san cla “dia
cha;” rdi “Dién Bién Phl trén khdéng” dé néi vé cudc danh bom Ha Noi tir 18 téi 29/12/1972. “Dién Bién” con dugc dat tén cho con gai V& Giap,



va trd thanh mat danh truyén tin ctia Quan Uy Trung Udng véi Gidp lam thu ky, tic Bi thu Dang dy. Nhung theo mét s§ cuu c8 van Nga, nhu
Tudng Anatoliy Khyupenen, C6 van trudng Quan sy Nga tai Viét Nam, hay Mark Vorobyov—titng tham du budi hoc tap ngay 7/2/1973 vé viéc su
dung tén Ira Nga trong dip Gidng Sinh 1972, c6 sy tham dy clia Tudng Lé Van Tri, tu Iénh Phong Khéng Ha Ndi—cac chuyén vién Nga da diéu
khién 91 dan hoa tién SAM 2-M, va téng s6 18 ngudi chét trong s 2,200 chuyén vién phuc vu & Viét Nam tir 1965 téi 1973. Mot su thuc Ha Noi
d&u kin subt 40 ndm qua, va mdi dugc céng khai héa vao thang 12/2012, khi bang giao Ha Noi-Bac Kinh lai thém mot [an ddm méau va nudc
mét tai Bién Dong. (8)

8. Tai liéu an ninh My ghi s& c8 vdn Nga tai mién bac khoang 1500 ngudi. A total number of 2200 Russian experts went to Viet Nam, and 18 of
them were killed in action [KIAs]. Between July 1965 and January 1973, a total of 6,806 missles were fired or destroyed. In January 1973,
there were still 39 operational SA-2M sites from 91 complexes, and 7658 missiles (SA 2 [surface-to-air] Desna and SA-2M Dvina. Khéng
c6 up-to-date Volkhov. [pp. 247, 255] Sergei Blagov, “Missiles Ambushes: Soviet Air Defense Aid;” David G. Zabecki (Ed), Vietnam: A Reader
(New York: Ibooks, 2002), pp. 241 [ 241-55]; “Linebacker II, SAC Strikes Back;"” Vietnam Mission (Brookfield, 1989):38. Xem doan 1V infra.

I. M3t Tran Tri-Thién:
A. SO LUQC VE “VUNG HOA TUYEN":

Ving “Hoa Tuyén” hay “gidi tuy&n” & thuat ngif thong dung ctia cac ky gia, phéng vién chién trudng mdi khi nhac dén chién trudng Tri Thién
hay Khu 11 Chién Thut. Day la moét giai dat dai va hep, thudc dia phan hai tinh Quang Tri va Thira Thién, chay dai tlr séng Bén Hai (vi tuyén
17) vao dén déo Hai Van. Phia B4c sdng Bé&n Hai 1a Vinh Linh, mdt huyén cla tinh Quang Tri cli, dudi quyén kiém soat cia Viét Nam Dan Chud
Cong Hoa [VNDCCH]. Phia nam la tinh Quang Nam. Phia tdy dua vao Trudng San, giap cac tinh thudc Trung va Ha Lao (chung 160 cdy s bién
gidi). Phia dong la bd bién, gdm nhiéu cdn cat va pha (ddm nudc &n thdng ra bién).

Toan thé chién tru’ijng “hoa tuyén” c6 dién tich khoang 10,300 cay s vudng (Quang Tri, 4,700 cay s6 vuong, va Thira Thién, 5,600 cay s6
vuong) Dan s6 vao khoang 900,000 ngu’dl gdm cac séc toc Viét (Kinh), Pa-Cd, Ta-0i, Van-Kiéu v.. v... Pa s6 ngudi Viét tap trung & dong béng
va ven bién. Cac sic tdc thi€u s & rai rac trén ving rirng ndi.

Dia hinh ving hoéa tuyén chia lam ba khu rd rét: rirng nui, trung du va déng bang.

Ving rirng nui chiém 3/4 dién tich. Cang di vé hudng tay hay tdy nam cang c6 nhiéu nui cao nhu Céc Mubn (1,250 mét), Co-ka-la-dut (1,300
mét), C6 Pung (1,584 mét), Déng Ngdi (1,114 mét), Pdng Ap Bia (1,065 mét), Dong A Tay (848 mét), Déng Ong (831 mét), Ddng Tre Gong
(994 mét), Tre Linh (2,150 mét), Pong Trudi (1,154 mét), Bach M3 (1,444 mét), Dong Udm (1,196 mét) Pdng Nbc (1,219 mét), NGi Mang
(1,718 mét), NGi An Ne (1,318 mét), Hon Ong (1,075 mét), v.v... Do dia thé& hiém trdg, tir ndm 1946, vung rirng nui Tri Thién trg thanh cin c&
dia an toan cua Viét Minh Céng san, vdi nhitng chién khu nhu Nam Déng, Khe Tre, Déng Ng&i, Dong Chudi (Thira Thién), hay chién khu Ba Long
(tdy Quang Tri).

Ving trung du—con goi 1a “vling gidp ranh” hay “sdi ddu”—gdm cac ddy dbi troc ndm gilta rirng nui va ddéng badng. Dan cu thua thét. Quéan luc
VNCH d& c6 giit cac ddy déi troc nay lam tuyén can don vi Cong quan khdéng cho xdm nhép vao vling déng bang.

Ving déng bang dién tich hep nhiéu so vé&i ving rirng nui va trung du. Tuy nhién, mat dé dan ching kha cao. Pay ciling 1a ddu méi cac truc giao
théng, trd nén trung tdm chinh tri, vén héa va kinh té cta toan vung.

Ven b bién cé nhiéu bai cat trdng rong, chay dai tir Quang Tri téi Phd Vang (nam Hué). Lang xém thua thét ndm gilta bién va Pha Tam Giang,
dam Cau Hai. Pai da s& dan chung s6ng bdng nghé danh ca.

& vao vi tri ndi lién hai mién Bic-Nam, viing hoa tuyén cé mdt vi thé chién lugc déc biét. Vé phia VNCH, dudng s6 1 va dudng st chay song
song sudt tir B&c chi Nam 1a truc giao thong huyét mach néi lién Quang Tri véi Da Nng. Budng s6 9 chay tir thi x& Déng Ha ngang qua tinh
Quang Tri Ién ti Lao Bao, thi trdn bién gidi Lao-Viét, va an théng tdi Xa-va-na-khét clia Lao. Ngoai ra con rat nhiéu dudng nho ndi lién nhitng
khu vyc trong tinh: Dudng 15A, 15N chay tir Cam L6, dudng 9 qua séng Nhung, rdi vao Thira Thién. Dudng 12 ndi dudng 14 di ngang Ta Huong,
Binh Dién, qua Pha Tuan vao phia tdy Hué. Budng 71 va 72 tir A Shau, A Ludi (phia tdy Thira Thién) vugt qua day dbi troc vé Thanh Tan, Son
Qua, ndi vai dudng s6 1 gan cau An LS. Budng 73 tir Nam Pbng qua Khe Tre, téa xudng khu Nui Bong, La Sadn, roi nhap vao dudng s6 1 & doan
phia nam Phu Bai di Ph( Loc-Céu Hai. Phia Cong quan, dudng xuyén “DPoéng” Trudng Son s6 14 la moét trong nhitng truc ti€p van chd yéu trong
cudc Nam chinh.

Vé dudng thay, vung hda tuyén cé rat nhiéu séng ngoi, dam pha ngang doc. TU Quang Tri vao Hué c6 cac séng Cam L&, Thach H&n, My Chanh,
séng BO, sdbng Huang v.. v... Tat ca déu bat ngudn tir Trudng San, cét ngang ving ddng b&ng déd ra bién. Pay la nhitng phong tuyén thién nhién
thuén Igi nhat cho Nam quan trong viéc bé tri, ngdn chdn néu Bac quan d at vugt qua vi tuyén tién danh mién Nam.

& ving ven bién, viing hoa tuyén ndi danh vdi Pha Tam Giang. Ngan ngif xua cé cdu: “Yéu em anh ciing mudn vd, sd Trudng nha Hb, sg Pha
Tam Giang.” Gidc cudp & Trudng nha HO khdng con nita, chi con lai Phd Tam Giang. Day 1a mot ving nudc gidp bién, chay dai tir Dong Béc
huyén Phong Pién qua Quang Dién, Huong Tra. Mot doan &n thdéng ra bién, tao thanh clira Thudn An. Xudi vé& phia nam, Ph& Tam Giang sé& &n
théng véi dam Cau Hai (tic Pha Loc), roi d6 ra bién & clra Tu Hién.

Ngoai Tu Hién va Thudn An, vung hoa tuyen con nhiéu clra bién va hai cang quan trong khac nhu clra Tung (séng Bén Hai), Clra Viét (sdng
Thach Han), cang Dong Ha (Quang Tri), cang Tan My (Thu’a Thién). DU khéng thé so sdnh vdi cang Cam Ranh, Qui Nhan hay Da N&ng, nhitng
clra bién va cang clia viing hda tuyén du tién nghi cho viéc tiép té& luc hitu su.

Vé dudng hang khong, viing hoa tuyén cé nhidu san bay: Dong Ha, Quang Tri, Ai T&r, T4 Son & Quang Tri. A Ludi, Tay Léc, Phi Bai & Thira
Thién. Quan trong nhét la phi trudng Phl Bai. Sau ndm 1965, phi dao & day dugc canh cai du siic cho cac phi cd phan luc va khéng tai hang
nang dap va cat canh.

N6i chung, viing hoa tuyén Ia blfc binh phong che chd cho thanh ph Ba N&ng, mét clr diém chién luge quan trong ctia mién Trung. Ving hoa
tuyén, it nhat trén Iy thuyét, cling 1a nat chdn khéng cho Cong quan dua quan va khi gidi vao ving cao nguyén, dé tir day &n théng vao mién
Nam hay Cém BGt.

B. TUONG QUAN LUC LUONG:

Khu 11 Chién thudt hay ving Héa tuyén cua VNCH tuong 'ng vdi Ddc Khu Tri-Thién-Hué [B-4] clia CS. Bdc khu nay thanh lap ndm 1966, do dé
nghi ctia L& Minh (Tu Minh)—ngudi tirng theo Nguy&n Chi Thanh vao “B” (Mién Nam) ndm 1964. Dic khu truc thudc B6 Téng Tham Muu CSBV &
Ha Noi, va khdng c6 luc lugng chinh qui co hitu ma chi sir dung céc tinh ddi dia phuang. Khi hitu sy, B6 Té6ng Tham Muu CSBV méi diéu dong
quan tur phia Bac Vi tuyén 17 hay tir Ha Lao va dudng s6 9 vao mat tran.



Bi thu dau tién la Lé Chudng (1914-1973), vdi quan ham Thiéu tudng (1959), nguyén Chinh Uy Su Doan 304 (-) tai mat tran Isabelle hay Hong
Cum, nam Dién Bién Phi. N8m 1967 (?), Tran Thuc Kinh (Trdn V&n Quang, ndi danh véi bdo céo vé tu binh My tim thdy trong van khé Nga)
—ciing mang quén ham Thiéu tudng—tlr B-2 ra thay Chudng & chirc Bi thu. Riéng Lé Minh, ngudi da dé ra y kién thanh Iap Déc Khu Tri Thién,
dugc cir lam Trudng ban An ninh Ddc khu, kiém Bi thu. Nam 1988, Kinh mang quan ham Thugng tudng, va gilt chirc Th Trudng Qudc Phong.

Su doan 1 BB, dan vij cha Iyc Khu 11, la m6t trong nhitng dai don vi thién chién nhat Quan Luc VNCH. Trudc nam 1971, Su doan goém ba Trung
doan 1,2, 3, mot dai doi Tham bédo (H3c B&o), khoang hai ti€u doan phao binh, va nhiing dan vi yém trg khac. Trung doan 2/1 tran gilr mat béc,
tirc dia phan Pong Ha, Quang Tri. Trung doan 3 dat hdu c & T& Ha (cdy s6 17). Trung doan 1/1 chiu trach nhiém khu vuc Quang Tri. Sau tran
Ha Lao 1971, Trung Poan 2 chuyén sang lam nong c6t cho Su Doan 3 tan I1&p, va Trung doan 51 cla Thiu td Nguy&n Van Nh3 thay thé Trung
Poan 2.

Vi tdm quan trong chién lugc clia c6 d6 Hué, moét Trung doan Thiét gidp déng & nui Tam Thai, cach chg An Cuu khoang mét cay s6. Ngoai ra,
cdn cé luc lugng Pia phuong quéan, Nghia quan, Xay dung Nong thon va Canh sat cla hai Ti€u khu Quang Tri, Thira Thién. Néi chung, quan s6
chinh qui va ban chinh qui co hitu cta Khu 11 Chién thuat khoang 25,000 ngudi.

Chuén tudng Pham Van Ph, Tu Iénh Su doan 1 BB, kiém Tu 1énh Khu 11 Chién thuat. Ban doanh d&t tai c&n c Da L&, phia nam Hué. TU ndm
1954, khi con 1a mét trung Gy tré nhat cha Tiéu doan 5 DU Viét Nam tai Dién Bién Phu, Pham Van Phl dudc déc cach Dai Uy, bi Viét Minh bt va
chi dugc phdng thich sau Hiép Nghi Geneva. Phu tirng chi huy Biét Khu 44, roi thay Doan Van Quang, lam Tu Iénh LLDB tir thang 1/1970. Thang
8/1970, Thiéu cir Ngbé Quang Trudng lam TL QD IV; va Phu, thay Trudng ¢ SD 1 BB. (1)

1. Jeffrey J. Clarke, Advice and Support: The Final Years, 1965-1973 (Washington: GPO, 1988), pp. 117, 138-143 [cudc hanh quén giai tda Hué
19/5/1966, HDLDQG céch chifc Huynh V&n Cao, giao cho Trudng 4 tiéu doan DU dé tai kiém soat Da Nang. Cubi thang 5/1966, Lim Ién thay
Vinh Loc 1am TL QD 1I, dU Westmoreland d& nghi D6 Cao Tri] 143 [vu &n ndi day mién Trung tir 18-22/7/1967: MAn bj 10 ndm khd sai], 248
[1967: L&m, Trudng va Toan bién QD I thanh mét QD manh. My c6 2 SP Marines, 1 Lit doan TQLC Pai Han va 3 Trung doan BB sé& t§ chic
thanh SB 23 BB (Americal)], 334 [c6 vdn My khen nggi Trudng va tan TrD trudng TrD 51, Dai té Truong Tan Thuc], 365 [1/1970, Nguyén Khoa
Nam TL SP 7 BB; Pai ta V& Hitu Hanh, tinh trudng H&au Nghia lam TL BK 44. Giifa 1970, Nguy&n Viét Thanh chét. Thiéu dua Ngd Dzu thay. Sau
dua Dzu 1én QK II, thay bang Trudng] 392-93 [Lt Gen Robert E. Cushman danh gia cao tudng Trudng va SD 1 VNCH], 469 [3/1968: L Lan thay
Vinh Léc 1am TL Qb II], 471, 479 [8/1970, Trudng lam TL QD IV. Hai phu ta déc luc la Dai td Pham Duy T4t, CHT BDQ, va Pai ta Vi Hitu Gia,
chi huy trudng Thiét ky], 484 [Trudng thay Ldm lam TL QD 1], 481-85 [Quang Tri], 484-85 [QK II), 485-90 [An Loc]

Quang Tri—dsi Gia Long dat lam Dinh, n&m 1827 d&i l1am trdn, n&m 1832 thanh tinh, tir 1853 t&i 1876, Ty Dlc d6i lam “dao,” thudc Phd Thira
Thién, theo phép nha Han, goi nhitng x{ cé ngudi sdc téc s6ng chung v8i ngudi Kinh—Ia tinh ddu tién cua VNCH & phia Nam vi tuyén 17. (2) TU
ndm 1954, phan I&nh thé phia b&c Quang Tri, tic Vinh Linh bi ghép vao tinh Quang Binh. Phan con lai phia nam vung phi quan sy tinh “héa
tuyén” nay gém sdng Bé&n Hai vdi cdu Hién Luang, chi cach thi x& Quang Tri suyt soat 40 cdy s&, va clra Tung. Hudng Bac c6 thi trdn Gio Linh,
khong xa nhiing dia danh quen thubc cta chién cubc Viét Nam nhu Con Tién, Tan Lam. Roi Déng Ha, trén bs séng Cam LJ. Sudi theo Cam Lo ra
bién la Clra Viét. Tir Ddng Ha, ngugc dudng s 9 vé tay cé Khe Sanh, Lao Bao (lang Vei) hay chdu Huéng Héa, ciing 9 chau “cd mi” hay “ki mi.”
Di vé phia nam, theo Quéc I8 1, tdi Ai Tlr, ngd ba Lai Phudc, ndi c6 ngd ba ré vao tinh ly Quang Tri, La Vang, Triéu Phong, Hai L&ng, My Chénh,
Quang Dién.

Thi x& Quang Tri ndm trén bd sdng Thach Han, cadch Ha Noi 598 cay s6 Qudc 16 1. 5 cdy s6 hudng Bic ¢ Ai T, dinh cii ciia Nguyé&n Hoang. (2)

2. Qudc st quan tridu Nguyén, Pai Nam Nh&t Théng Chi, q. 1, Kinh su, q. 2, Phii Thira Thién, ban dich qudc ngif méi Pham Trong Diém va Pao
Duy Anh (TP/HCM: Thuan Hdéa, 1997), tap I, tr. 98-9, 117 [thanh xay gach ndm 1827], 149 [s6ng Ai TU; nif than oa oa phu nhan], [98-102].
[S& dAn BNNTC]; Cristoforo Borri, Cochin-China: Containing Many Admirable Rarities and Singularities of that Country (London: 1633),
reprinted in 1970 by De Capo Press, pp. Chapts I, A 1-2, VII, H2. Theo gido si Borri, khoang thap nién 1620, x& BPudng Trong chia lam ndm [5]
tinh: Sinnuua [Thuan Héa], Cacciam [Quang Nam], Quamguia [Quang Nghia], Quignim [Qui Nhan] va Renram [Thai Khang?].

Quang Tri la ngi cé nhiéu dia danh di vao lich st, nhu “Pha Tam Giang” (n&m gilta Phong Dién va Quang Dién), c6 thanh da xdy bang gach tir
nam 1827 d&i vua Minh Mang (1820-1841), hay nha thd La Vang (2 céy s & phia tay Quang Tri).

T sau ndm 1964, quan ddi My chinh trang Ai T& thanh m6t cn cf quan su quan trong, véi mét phi trudng kha tién nghi. Dan Quang Tri chitng
kién nhitng tran danh ddm mau nhat ctia mién Nam, dic biét I3 tir ndm 1966-1967, khi Thiy Quan Luc Chién My va Nam Han, cling Su doan Du
MY phu trach an ninh, va cac don vi VNCH lo k& hoach binh dinh [pacification].

M&t tran Hué dudc CS coi nhu trong diém th( hai sau Sai Gon clia cudc Téng Cdng Kich-Téng Khai Nghia Tét Mau Than. M&c du tr séng mong 1
T&t Mau Than VNCH [30/1/1968], 1&nh gidi nghiém d& dudc ban hanh, Céng quan van du kha ning dot nhap c§ d6 mbng 1 rang mdng 2 Tét
31/12/1968]. Tran danh kéo dai 25 ngay dém, tir md sang ngay 31/1 t8i dém ngay 25/2 (t&rc méng 2 téi 27 thang Giéng Mau Than). Hai phe
déu bi t&n hai I16n. Dan Hué, di nhién, chiu thiét hai nhiéu hon ca. Hang ngan ngusi thugng vong vi bom dan hay bi CS tan sat. Theo théng ké
clia vién chirc thi xa Hué, trong 3 quan ndi thanh cé 944 ngudi chét, 784 ngudi bi thuong. 4,456 ndc gia bi thiéu hdy 100 phan tram. 3,360 nha
bi hu hai qua 50 phan trdm, va 4,849 cin bi hu hai dudi 50 phan trém (Son & Dudng, 1968:221). SG ngudi bi Cong san dan I1&n rirng téi hang
chuc ngan ngudi (Hué, 1988:83). [1998:101-2]

Nhigéu ndm sau trdn Mau Than 1968, van con nhifng u udt nghen ngdo vé& nhitng cudc tham sat & khu vuc Hanh Hoa Thén-Tri Buu, La Vang,
cach thj xd& Quang Tri khoang 1-2 cay sd; hay 3,000 thi dédn Hué dai theo 25 ngay dém dia nguc. Va, di nhién, cling c6 nhitng cubc tranh chap
tdn gido tlr 1963 t6i 1970, hay nhitng thu doan tra tdn nghi can bang cach sir dung gai mai ddm bi bénh phong tinh cua trudng ty Canh Sat
Hué.

Xem Moyers S. Shore II, The Battle for Khe Sanh (Washington, DC: U.S. Marine Corps, 1969, 1977).

PAau ndm 1972, don vi chu luc cla VNCH tai ving Quang Tri 1a Su doan 3 tan 1ap cia Chudn tudng Vi Van Giai, véi ba trung doan 2, 56 va 57.
Trung doan 2 B Binh ¢ Dong Ha, Trung doan 57/3 B binh & La Vang, va trung doan 56 tai can clr Carroll trén dudng 9. Cac don vi Dia Phuong
Quan va Nghia Quan cé tuyén théng kha thién chién. Cac don vi dudc phan tan ra d€ bao vé nhitng todn Xay dung Nong thén tai vung Triéu
Phong va Hai Ldng, hai trong bén huyén déng bdng Quang Tri.

Su doan 3 dugc tdng phai hai LI doan téng trir bi TQLC, Lién Doan 1 Biét Ddng Quan, va Thiét doan 20, gdm mot s6 xe tdng hang trung M-48.

CSBV tung vao mat tran Trj Thién ba [3] su doan chu luc (304, 308, 324), b6n [4] Trung doan BB khac, bay [7] Trung doan dién dia phao (390
kh&u, k& ca 122 va 130 ly [mm] nong dai M46 do Nga ché tao, tAm xa tir 24 t&i 27 cdy s6), hai [2] trung doan xe t&ng-thiét gidp (136 xe, PT
76, T34-85 va T54), ba [3] su doan phong khdng hbn hdp (hai trung doan hoa tién [tén Ira] SAM 2-M, SAM 3 va SAM 7 (Maliutka, 9K11, tifc
“Strela 2” chéng tdng vac vai, My va khdi NATO goi la Sagger; tén Viét Nam, A-72, hay B72); tdm [8] trung doan phdo phong khong, (tir 23 ly
t8i 100 ly nong dai), 16 ti€u doan dic céng [Sapper], truyén tin, van tai, cong binh clng nhiéu luc lugng dia phudng (11 ti€u doan, nhiéu dai
d6i, trung ddi). Pich than Thugng tudng Van Tién Diing (1917-2002)—T8ng Tham Muu Trudng tir 1954 téi 1978, Uy vién du khuy&t BCT sau cai
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trudc, trong va sau

Foreign Relations of the United States
[FRUS], 1969-1976, tép I, Viét Nam,

Journal of a Viet Cong,

“Red China” [Tau
dd]j,

Nhén Vén,

[Military Intelligence Group]

VKDTT, 33: 1972,
Viét Nam,

1. Giai Poan I:

Pdng Toan

tank

Carroll

, VKDTT, tap 33:1972,
Ha NGi-Vinh, 291 km; Béo Ngang, 423 km; Ha N§i-Déng HGi, 491 km.
Vinh-Ron, 114 km; séng Gianh, + 10 km=124 km; ngd ba Tho Don, 157 km [3 km t8y, Ba Dbn], 164 km, séng Gianh, 197km7, B8 Trach.
Ha NGi-Bbéng HGi, 491 km; thanh ci trén séng Nhét Lé; 16 km: Ly Truong Duc; 66 km, Vinh Linh; 72 km, cdu Hién Luong.
[Ha Néi- Hién Luong 563 km], Cia Tung, 9 km déng; 30 km ngoai bién, ddo Cén C4];

Ddng HGi, 85 km, Gio Linh [nui Cbn Tién, 12 km tdy; sat bd bién]- Péng Ha; 95-85 = 10 km.

95 km, Péng Ha [d3u dudng 9 di Khe Sanh], 98 km, Lai Phudc; 3 km, Ai Ti; 4.5 km tinh ly Quang Tri..



Ha& Nb6i- Quang Tri, 598 km] [Pbng HJi- Quang Tri, 107 km] Quang Tri-Déng Ha [diu dudng 9 di Khe Sanh, 107-95=12 km,], Quang Tri- Ai
Td; 4.5 km.

Quang Tri, 598 km trén séng Thach Han. 2 km bdc, huyén ly Triéu Phong. Péng bdc 18 km, Cura Viét). [9/1972: VNCH téi chiém Hai Lang,
Quang Tri, va 5 xa Triéu Phong; Tri-Thién-Hué, Xudn 1975

Déng HGi, 129 km, Hai Ldng, My Chanh, Phong Dién.

; 4 km déng bdc My Chanh

Ha Ni- Hué: 654 km;

pang LBDVN

VKDTT, 33:1972, Sau 10 ngay, da cé E b binh kéo cd trdng ddu hang. E thiét gidp cé b6 phén bi tiéu
diét, b phén dau hang.[237] Viia ding qua ddm chu luc, vira pha binh dinh];

Mé&u Thén 68: Thdng Hay Bai?,

First Regional Adviser Command, US XXIV Corps

2. Giai Poan 2:



(VKDTT, 33:1972,

Linebacker

corvée

Thanh Phé H6 Chi Minh 10 N&m

14 phiéu chéng Céng . . . bdng chén”

Nhén Dén

Séng Thén 6/1972

Nhitng Ndm Thang Quyét binh

VKDTT, 33:1972,

Tri Thién Hué Xudn 1975



II. M3t tran phdi hop:

Ky Uc Ty Nguyén Poan Khué

FRUS, 1961-1963, I:
1961,

FRUS, 1961-1963, I: 1961

tank Sagger



Pot 1 (30/3-24/4/1972):

a. Tan Canh-Dakto:

Maliutka

Maliutka

Spectre

Tanks
Phdo nong dai:
Phong Khéng
Chéng tank:

Pha rao,

Sagger

tank,

[343],

Maliutka
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tank

Maliutka
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25. Hiép, 2002:230-47; Sheehan, 1988:767-68, 769-70, 774-76. Lac, 2007:Su doan 9 Du ciing c6 mat, nhung rat it thong tin.

Theo ky gid Sheenan—mét th(&r arm-chair commander- in-chief hay strategist—né&u CSBV thdng dudng tdn céng xuéng Kontum chdc da chiém
dugc tinh li. M3y tuan sau, méi danh Kontum, nén that bai. Thuc ra, ngay 25/4/1972, Thudng vu Dang Uy B-3 hop, thdy Kontum sc hd, nhung
chua di kha ndng t&n céng. Dan dugc, xdng nhét va nhat 1a thuc phdm déu & mirc bdo dong dd. Quan s bd sung ciing cham tré&. Dinh danh
ngay 10/5, theo I1énh Ha Néi, nhung sau dd, IUi lai ngay 14/5. (Sheehan, 1988:776-77, Hiép, 2002:249)

Vi khéng dugc tiép can cac don vi CSBV, chi danh gid Bic quan theo nhitng chién dich dugc chudn bi sdn, va xudng san xuét tin don & Catinat,
cac ky gia va chuyén vién ngoai quéc khé th&u hi€u dugc nhitng van dé ndi bd ciia Béc quan, nhu chi béo cdo Ién thugng c&p nhitng gi thugng
cdp mudn nghe, bao hanh binh si thudc quyén, cdp chi huy khéng bam sat tuyén dau, v.. v.. D6 la chua néi dén hé théng tuyén truyén khéng 16
ki€u Maoist tung ra hau dich van.

c. Binh Pinh & Duyén Hai:

Tai mién duyén hai cia Khu 5 (B-1) cling danh Ién phia béc Binh Binh. Ngay 9/4/1972, SD 3 “Sao Vang”—thanh Iap ngdy 2/9/1965 tai huyén
Hoai An, Binh Dinh véi Gidp Van Cuong thu trudng, Dang Hoa, chinh Uy—vay hdm cin cr D6 [D&] Blrc (quan ly Hoai An), khoang 40 cay sb tay
b&c Qui Nhon. Mot TrD clia SD 3 CSBV danh bai [over-run] mét ti€u doan DPQ. Hai ngay sau, 11/4, Dai tad Tran Hiéu Dlc diéu dong hai ti€u
doan clia Trb 40/22 cuing thiét gidp rdi Bbng Son xudng tiép vién can clf Pony thudc quan Hoai An. Blrc—mdi dugc Vann dé nghi 1én cdp Pai ta
thang truGc—dat BCH & quan ly Hoai An. Pai td Nguy&n Van Chlrc, tinh trudng Binh Dinh, cling Vann t&i ngti dém & day. Tuy nhién Dirc khong
cho quén chiém céc di€ém cao nhu Vann dé nghi, giif cac ti€u doan gan quéan ly.

Trong khi d6, hai tiéu doan ddc cong CS tir Quang Ngdi xudng, danh pha binhﬁdinh. Nghia quén va DPQ dao ngii rdt déng. Quéan ly Tam Quan
thudc Quang Ngai ciing bi tdn cong. Cau bi giat sap. Ngay 19/4 cdn cf Hoai An bo ngd. Cac quan ly Bong Son, va Tam Quan ciling rat chay.
Cudc triét thodi Hoai Nhon ngay 29/4 cang khién tinh than binh si va dan ching sa sut. (26)

26. Trudng 1980; Turley 1985; va, USMACV, “Command History, 1972-1973, “ 2:annexes J, K, I, HRB, CMH; Sheehan, 1988:760-61.

2. Pgt 2 (25/4-5/6/1972):
Dot 2—tr ngay 25/4 t6i 5/6/1972—Ta Thai An vay hdm Kontum, nhung khdng chiém dugc thi xa.

TU ngay 24/4, CSBV &p luc trén Pleiku hau cb 1ap Kontum. Ngay 26/4, Thiéu goi Trung tudng Ngd Dzu, Tu Iénh Quan doan II, vao nhan Iénh tlr
thi Kontum b&ng moi gia. T6i d6, Dzu g&p Dai tudng Téng Tham Muu trudng Cao V&n Vién, ndi khéng phong thu dugc Cao nguyén. Trd lai
Pleiku, Dzu dién thoai cho Vién, va Thiéu, xin triét thodi cao nguyén. Thiéu khéng ddng y, quyét dinh cach chlic Dzu; nhung chua tim dugc
ngudi thay.

Trong khi d, C8 van Paul Vann xin hoan tra B6 Téng Tham Muu L Doan 2 Du. Tl sau ngay Tiéu doan 11 DU bi tham bai & Charlie, Dai ta Lich
cdo 6m dé phan déi viéc chon chan Nhay DU tai cac cdn c “lam muc tiéu cho dich tap diéu chinh tac xa,” va d& nghi cho DU dudc luu déng. BO
TL DU ctf Trung td Nguy&n Thu Ludng tam thay. Luc lugng Du—theo bdo cdo clia Vann—dang 6 tinh trang s&p néi loan. Ngay 20/4, do nhu ciu &
vung I va Vung III, B6 TTM rat DU khdi viing hoat déng cua QD II. Ngay 5/5/1972, Lt doan DU kéo ra Pleiku dé vé Sai Gon. (28)

28. Lac, 2007:159-246. [5/5/1972: Lac & CC42. D&c cbng ddt nhdp. NhJ trinh sat LD 2 cltu nguy. Ngay 6/5/1942, L doan 2 DU rdi Pleiku vé
Sai Gon].

Th( Hai, 8/5, tir Pleiku C8 v&n Vann bao cdo mét s6 don vi Thugng cé d&u hiéu mudn néi loan. Khoang 1 triéu dan Cao nguyén Trung phan—tiic
48 phan trém dan s6—I& ngudi Kinh, nhung cac séc téc nhu E-dé, M’Nong & Dac Lic, Jarai & Pleiku (Plei Maria), Ba Na & Kontum (Kon Rd-hai),
Sedang & ranh gidi Quang Ngdi hay Hré & Ba Td c6 khuynh hudng tu tri dudi su' chdm gidt linh hdn cua cac gido si Ki-td thudc gido phan
“moi” [sauvages] tir nam 1849, hay s dung nhu linh ddng thdi Phap thudc, réi nhitng todn Biét kich bién phong (CIDG) do CIA tai trg va Luc
Lugng D3c Biét My huan luyén. Ndm 1964, luc lugng FULRO tiing ndi loan & Darlac, giét hai mét s6 Luc Lugng D&c Biét VNCH. Sau 1975, FULRO
cling khéng nglrng chdng ddi chinh quyén CSBV. Tur thang 8/1976 t&i 1977, FULRO bi dan ap manh, phai chay qua Thai Lan ti nan. Viéc Ha Noi
cho Trung Céng khai thadc mé bauxite & Cao nguyén mién Trung vao dau thé kd21—va cé trién vong dé€ vii chdn “rac nguyén ti"—s& con tao
nhiéu chéng ddi trong tuang lai. (29)

29. Theo st quan Nguyén, tir thé k118, cac gido si da téi truyén dao & Binh Khé, qué hudng clia anh em Tay San, nén cb tin me anh em
Nguy&n Hué d3 theo dao. Qua thé& kOXIX, mét tay phiéu luu Phdp Charles Marie David (1840[1842]-1890), d3 lién lac véi cac c§ dao Phap muu
14p nén mot vuong qudc Sedang; AME (Paris), vol 751, Tu liéu s6 109; ban tu bao chita ngay 9/3/1889 clia de Mayréna; Ibid., s6 110; Jean
Marquet, “Un aventurier du XIXe siécle: Marie ler, roi des Sédangs (1888-1890);” BAVH, vol 14, nos 1-2 (1-6/1927), tr. 1-135; va "Lam vua
18i méi;" Tiéng D&n (Hué), 18, 22, 25 & 29/6/1932. Vii Ngu Chiéu, Cac vua cudi nha Nguyén, tap 11, Chuong 8, note 118 [2000:600].

Tai Kontum, Vann dé clr Dai td Ly Tong Ba Ién lam Tu I1énh SD 23 BB lo viéc phong thu. Ngugi Viét ¢ Kontum phan dong la gido dan Ki to. Tai
day c6 mét trai cli, va mot nha tu ndi tiéng. Sau 1954, mot s6 ngudi Bic di cu va dan ching duyén hai dudc di dan qua k& hoach dinh dién.
Theo Pai t& Long tu Thin, cuu tinh trudng Kontum, CSBV da Iam 13n khi c&t dut 16 14 tir Kontum vé Pleiku, nén dan chiing va dao binh khdng
con 16i thodt nao han tir tha.

Trudc dd, Vann ci Thi€u Tudng Tran Thanh Phong, Tu Iénh Phé QD II, vao Kontum, nhung vg Thu tudng Tran Thién Khiém khéng déng y vi
Kontum “qué nguy hiém.” Vann danh chon B34, ngudi theo Vann tir mién Tay 1én Pleiku. (30)

30. Xem thém Cao Van Vién, Leadership (Washington, D.C.: 1981), tr. 148-156; Hickey 1982:234-250.

Ngay 10/5, Ngd Dzu tir chirc, tu nhan trach nhiém vé viéc BO Tu 1énh Tién phuong SD 22 & Tan Canh bj tran ngap. Thiéu ciling tim dugc ngudi
thay Dzu—Nguyé&n V&n Toan, cuu Tu Iénh SD 2 BB, méi bi cach chifc hbi dau ndm vi hiép ddm mot ni gido vién va dinh liu vao dudng gidy budn
1au qué, Iic dé tam thdi lam Phu td Hanh quén cho L&m va Trudng tai Quan Doan 1.

Ngay 12/5, Vann dua dugc Trung doan th( ba clia SD 23 vao Kontum. Hai ngay sau, 5G30 sang 14/5, hai [2] TrD 64/320 va 28 doc lap tén
cdng vi tri vong ngoai clia TrD 44 & 45 & tdy bac Kontum; va cb 1ap Kontum vdi Pleiku. Nam quan phai rat vé phia Déng sudi Darley.

B6 Téng Tham Muu VNCH lai diéu LI Doan 2 DU ra tdng vién, nhung khong giai téa nédi.

Thdi gian ndy Nam quéan dudgc hudn luyén bd tuc cac vii khi chdng chién xa nhu M-72 va SKZ 57. Hoa tién TOW dudc gan thém trén truc thing

Huey va trang bi trén Jeep. D&c biét nhat 13 oanh tac co B52, dudc cai t& chi bay ba [3] chiéc mét Ian, thay vi sdu [6]. Chi can xac dinh muc tiéu
3 gid trudc thay vi 24 gi6. Khoang cach an toan vd@i quan ban cling giam xuéng con 5/8 dam (khoang 1 cdy s6) giéng nhu thdi gian cudi & Ha
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Lao, giup tiéu diét mot s I16n tdng CSBV. Mua He 1972, cb ngay Vann st dung tdi 21 trén 25 phi vu danh cho VNCH tai Kontum. (Sheehan,
1988:781-83)

Cac c6 vdn My va cép chi huy VNCH déu déng y B-52 va hda long C 130 déng gbp vai trd quan trong trén khdp mat tran, tr bc chi nam. Cé
ngudi tin réng khéng luc va phdo binh My gdy nén phan 18n s6 thuong vong cia CSBV. Trong nhitng trén danh 18n tir 1965 t&i 1971, B-52 doi
khi thay d8i han dia hinh, dia vat, va khién can binh Cong San “lac ngii” khéng it. Nhitng thdm bom chum, bom bi tao nén nhiéu ndm mo vé
danh tap thé cho tron daon vi “sinh B&c, t&r Nam.”

Ngay 25/5, khoang 10 xe tdng T54 (con lai tir 40 chiéc) cing bén [4] trung doan CSBV tir hudng Béc (SP 320) va Nam (SD 2) tién danh tuyén
ddng Kontum. TrD 28 va cac don vi tinh déi danh vao trung tam thj xd. Sau thém TrD 66/320. Tran danh kéo dai t8i ngay 27/5. CSBV phai rut
lui vi bom phdo, dan thiéu, thuc phdm con khan hiém hon. Ngay 30/5, Thiéu Ién Pleiku, cing Vann t&i th&m Kontum, va ddc cach Ly Tong Ba
1én c&p Chuén tudng. (Hiép, 2002:250-51; Sheehan, 1988:783-84)

Ngay 5/6/1972, Vann va Ba pha v dugc vong vay CSBV; ding hon, B&c quan ngung tdn cong vi hét kha n3ng chién d&u. Mot phan I&nh thd
réng I8n & phia bac va tay thi xd Kontum d& lot vao tay Cong San. B&n ngady sau, lic 21G00 t8i 9/6, Vann chét trong mét tai nan truc thing
phia nam dé&o nui [Chu] Pao khi tir Kontum vé Pleiku. Tai liéu CSBV cho TrD 40 phdo cua B-3 dugc chién cdng ban roi truc thdng clia Vann.
Tudng Micheal D. Healy 1&n thay vién "Tu Iénh dan su QD II" duy nhat clia quan vién chinh My. (Hiép, 2002:251; Sheehan, 1988:786-87)

Trong ngay, Vann da vao Sai Gon gdp Abrams va Frederick C. Weyand, tan tu 1énh MACV tir thang 6/1972, clng ba [3] c6 van Quan DPoan khac
d€ nhan dinh tinh hinh: Nixon méi qua Nga hop thugng dinh tré vé véi nhiéu tin vui. Hda binh cé thé dat dugc trudc ngay bau clr 7/11/1972 vi
ca Nga 1&n Trung Céng déu ddng y phuong thirc ngung béan trudc, chinh tri sau. BCT CSVN va Khai cling cam thdy da du. Trong cbéng dién
guri cac cdp chi huy mién Nam, Khai néi rd khong thé ngung hdi nghi Paris vi sg cac cudng qudc sé triéu tdp mot hdi nghi qudc té.

[@ ngay sau, Ha Noi cho 1énh tra SP 2, Trung doan 52/320 clng TrD 83 Céng Binh vé Khu V (B-1). SP 320 (-) hanh quan xudng tdy nam Pleiku,
uy hiép Blc Cd. TrD 24 vao Cheo Reo (Phl B6n) tai phia dong 16 7-A, cach Pleiku 108 cdy s6. An thanh 1ap thém Trb 25 & gan Budn Hd, bic
Ban Mé Thudt. Mat trén Canh Dbéng Kontum chi con ba TrD 28, 66, 95 va mot s6 don vi phdo bao vay Kontum, chdn dudng ti€p té Pleiku-
Kontum.

Vi tlr thdng 10-11/1972 Khu 5 va cao nguyén Trung Viét sdp sang mua khd (thdng 11 t&i thang 5), tién Igi viéc hanh quén, Ha Néi cho I1énh B-3
tiép tuc giai doan thir ba, tirc Thu 1972 clia cudc t&n cdng 1972. Ngay 20/9/1972, M&t Tran Tay Nguyén thanh I&p thém S 10, do Nguyé&n
Manh Quéan lam Tu lénh, D&ng Vii Hiép chinh ty, Bi thu Dang doan. Gdm cac Trung doan 66 (Thu trudng, V8 Quang Tinh, Chinh Uy, Bui Si
Diing) & V& Pinh-Tri Dao; 95 (Huynh Hifu Nghi, L& Quang My) giifa Chu Pao-Chu Thoi trén dudng 14; va 28 (Nghiém Xuan Nui, Nguyén Hitu
Huu), hoat déng tir Kontum tdi Pleiku. (Hiép, 2002: 252, 253-57)

Ngay 1/10/1972, khi mat dam Paris tién vao doan két—Ha Noi bd diéu kién bt Thiéu tir chic ngay ma Yén Sa nhdn manh ngay 2/2/1972, va
Kissinger khdng nhdc gi d&n 300,000 QDND & mién nam nifa, chdp nhan trén ly thuyét “hai chinh phu, hai quan ddi ciing tén tai”—SD 10 dudc
1énh t&n cdng Bé&n Hét (Pldy Can), gan ngd ba bién gidi C&m B6t-Lao-Viét Nam, ndm trén dudng 18 tir T4n Canh di Attopeu (Lao). Ngay
9/5/1972 CS d& tén cdng BEn Hét nhung that bai. Ngay 12/10, TrD 66/10 dugc 1énh chi cong. TD 37 ddc cong dung phao binh 105 ly tich thu
dugc clia VNCH bén truc xa vao céng su’ phong thu. Phdo 155 ly thu dugc & Tan Canh, cling phéo 85 ly nong dai, hoa tién Stagger nhdm bén
ham chi huy cling cdng su phong tht khac. Trong vong 15 phut, cn c bi tran ngap. Ngay 29/10—mdt tuan I& sau khi Kissinger hdm huc rdi Sai
Gon vi Nguyén Van Thiéu khdng déng y du thao hoa udc trudc ngdy bau cif Tong thdng My 7/11/1972—TrD 66/10 x0a tén c&n ctr BEn Hét.
(Hiép, 2002: 259-63)

Ngay 26/10, Trb 28/10 CSBV ciing cham sing vé&i Trb 53 § tdy bdc Kontum. Trong khi d6, SD 320 vdy hdm Dlc Cd trén dudng 19 ndi dai, 50
cay s6 tdy nam Pleiku. Ngay 3/11, CSBV lam chi Bl&c Co-Chu Pd. Thi trdn Dic Cd bién thanh hau c cia Cdng quan. T day, Bac quan sé khai
md mot hanh lang tiép van mdi tir “"dudng mon H6 Chi Minh” xudng dia phan tinh Binh Long. (Hiép, 2002:264)

B. Binh Long: Chién dich Nguy&n Hué (1/4/1972-19/1/1973)

Tai Vung III/CT, ngay 1/4/1972, CSBV md chién dich Nguy&n Hué [tSi ngay 19/1/1973]. Ba [3] Cbng trudng [Su Poan] 5, 7 va 9 CSBV vugt
bién gidi Cadm BGt, chiém Loc Ninh, Sa Mat, Bau Dung. R&i thdng dudng ti€n danh An Ldc, 34 cdy sd dudng 13 vé hudng ddéng—tirc H8n Quan,
tinh ly Binh Long (nay la tinh S6ng Bé), noi dat B6 Tu Lénh Hanh Quén ctia SD 5 BB VNCH. Theo tai liéu CS, tham du trédn nay con cé hai Trung
doan 42, 48 clia B-2, va nhiéu don vi khac.

Su Poan 9 CSBV: Thanh I&p ngay 2/9/1965 tai Phudc Thanh, Binh Long. Tham gia chién dich Dau Tiéng (1965). Tu Iénh: Hoang Cdm; Chinh Uy:
Lé V&n Tudng.

Su' Poan 5 CSBV: Thanh I3p ngdy 23/11/1965 tai Ba-Ria (Cin cit My T4u). Tu lénh: Nguyén Hoa; Chinh Uy: Lé Xun Luu.
Su Poan 7 CSBV: Thanh I3p ngdy 13/6/1966 tai Phudc Long. Tu Iénh: Nguyén Hoa; Chinh Uy: Duong Cu Tam.

Mién Déng Nam Bd hay Khu 7 cla B-2 bao gdm nhitng tinh B4c va Tay Bac Sai Gon, v6i nhitng méat khu Iirng danh Chién Khu “C” [Dudng Minh
Chau], D [Khu Bén Cat] ma chi tir khi My va Dong Minh tham chién, VNCH mdi dui kha ndng ti€n chiém va luc soat. Chién trudng Khu 7 cling cé
nhiéu dia danh day xuong mau nhu Dau Tiéng, Pong Xoai, Phudc Long, Léc Ninh, v.. v.. Nhitng trén danh 16n la tran VC tdn cdng chi khu Dau
Tiéng [Thu Dau Mét] s6m ngay 11/8/1958 [11/10/1958] (TPBKQSVN, 1996:826), cudc ddt kich Bién Hoa ngay 8/7/1959 dé tra diia cai chét cua
Hoang Lé Kha, tinh Uy Tay Ninh—tran danh dua Thiéu td Dale R. Buis va Trung si Chester M. Ovnand Ién dau bang tudng niém liét si My tir
thugng tai Viét Nam—du trén thuc té€, vai phi cong My da chét & Viét Nam ndm 1945, trudc khi Trung td OSS Peter Dewey bi phuc kich chét
ngay 26/9/1945 & gan Lang Cha Ca.

Trén danh lich s cta B Tu 1énh mién Bong 1a trédn Trang Sup hay S&p, tlic “Tua Hai,” don binh th( hai trén dudng 22 tir Tay Ninh 1én phia bac,
vao dém 25-26/1/1960 [tlrc 27-28/12 KOHGgI]. Lan dau tién trong chién s Iuc lugng vii trang “Viét Cong” cd kha nang tdn cong mot BO Chi huy
Trung doan VNCH, cudp hon 2000 vii khi con khoa trén gid sing trang bi cho Bd Tu Iénh mién Dong. Day la Trung doan 39 D& Chién, Su doan
13, dang dugc tai t8 chlc va hudn luyén thanh Trung doan 32 cua Su Doan 21. (TEBKQSVN, 1996:858). Tai liéu My ghi ndi (rng clia CSBV da
gitp luc lugng VC vao tdi doanh trai va kho sting ma khéng bi phat hién. Tai liéu Cong San ghi cdp chi huy VC la “Téam Dén Dén” Nguyén Hitu
Xuy&n—ngudi ndm 1942 da gbép céng chi di€ém cho Mat thdm Phap bét gitf Nguyén Thi Quang Thai, vd dau tién cta V5 Gidp, va em rudt Nguyé&n
Thi Vinh, bi danh Fan Lan, Minh Khai, vg cach mang cuta Linov Cén nam 1931-1933, rdi sinh mét con gai cho Mikhail Litvinov L& Huy Doan (Lé
Héng Phong), T8ng Thu ky chi dinh th{ hai cia Ban Chdp Uy Trung Udng Pang Cong San Béng Duong [CSDD] tir thang 3/1935 tdi thang
3/1937. Vinh bi két hai an tir hinh, va x& t&r ngay 28/8/1941.

Quang Thai bi chét trong nguc. Xuyén bi dua ra Con Dao, roi vé dat lién vao thang 9/1945 cung Lé Dudn, Pham Van Thién, Tén Bic Thang,
Phan Dinh B&ng (Mai Chi Tho) va khodng 1800 can bd CS khac. Luc lugng cuu tu Con Dao nay la thanh phan cét can cla Dang CSDD trong cudc
chién khang Phap, 18ng trong cudc tranh hing Qudc-Cong 1945-1954. Xuyén hoat dong & Mién Tay Nam B6 (Sa Péc) rdi Ién tdi chirc Uy vién
Quan su Phan Khu mién Péng sau khi Nguy&n Chan va Nguyén Van Vinh tap két ra bac.

Nguyén Hitu Xuyén hoat dong tai Sa Déc tir 1937. Lién lac vién giita Nam B6 va TW. 1942, bi Phap bét, ddy Cén Pao.
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[June 5, 1942: SS Cochinchine arrested Nguyen Huu Xuyen, another liaison cadre, responsible for the reorganization of the Regional Committee
in Cochinchina. Also confiscated the blueprint [layout] of the coming issue of Giai Phong, No. 1, to be dated June 10, 1942 at 127 Blvd Paul
Bert]. (Tel No. 4147, 5 June 1942, Surete Saigon to DirSurge Hanoi; RST F30(4))

2/1945: Ra tu, & Sa Pec. 10/1945: Chi huy Vé Binh CH Sa Dec. 1946-1951: chi ddi trudng, E trudng, lién E trudng Tra Vinh-Vinh Long. Sau
1954, UV quén su x& dy. 1955-1956, & mién tiy; 1957: chuyén sang mién déng. 1961: Tu lénh LLVT mién Péng NB, 1965-1974: Phé TL
QGPMN. 1974: V& BQP. 1986: Trung tudng.

Nguyen Thi Quang Thai (1915-1942)

10 May 1941 : Expelled from the Ha Noi-based Nurse school.

28 August 1941: Minh Khai was executed by the French.

6 June 1942: Arrested in Vinh and conducted to Hanoi for interrogation.

She was denounced by Pham Thi Ha, alias Chau, who was arrested at the village of Dong-ngac, Hoai-duc prefecture (Ha Dong) on 2 June 1942.
Pham Thi Ha had been denounced by Ta Thi Cau, alias Chi Hieu, and Dao Duy Dzenh, brother of Dao Duy Ky. Pham Thi Ha confessed that she
had conducted Dao Duy Dzenh from Vinh to Hanoi at the suggestion of Nguyen Thi Quang Thai, a cloth trader.

Quang Thai maintained her innocence, but Dao Duy Dzenh and Pham Thi Ha, alias Chau, confronted with her. (Note No. 11389/s (11 June
1942); RST F30(4))

June 5, 1942: SS Cochinchine arrested Nguyen Huu Xuyen, another liaison cadre, responsible for the reorganization of the Regional Committee
in Cochinchina. From Nguyen Huu Xuyen (born 1917, at Dinh Bang, Bac Ninh), the Surete found out:

Pham Thi Ha was Pham Thi Thien, a member of the ICP Central committee. Her party alias was Chau. She joined the ICP in late March 1941
through a man named Mao.

[Also confiscated the blueprint [layout] of the coming issue of Giai Phong, No. 1, to be dated June 10, 1942 at 127 Blvd Paul Bert].(Tel No.
4147, 5 June 1942, Surete Saigon to DirSurge Hanoi; RST F30(4))

1942: Surete Tonkin reported:

Permanent Bureau of the ICP Central Committee:

Ha Ba Cang (Tiep, Ta, Chinh): of Dap Cau (Bac Ninh) origin; liberated prisoner.
Dang Xuan Khu (Luong, Tuyen or Toan, Su tu)

Bay (Giao, Ly, Quang, Mao), about 37 years old, speaks fluently tho. May be Loui Minh Ha, tho de Lang Son, former cadastre, emigrated since
1927. (Note No. 11389/s (11 June 1942); RST F30(4))

1942: Overseas Leadership Bureau:
Manh Van Lieu (Ma Huu Giac, Ly); a Russia returnee. Possibly Ly Hoa Cuong
Duong Hoai Nam (Vo Giap)

Trinh Dong Hai [Vu Anh], resided in Yunnan; (index de la main droite coupée): Born Nguyen Van Thuat, at Ha-thanh, Thua Thien. [Truck driver,
step-father of Phung The Tai]

Lam (Pham Van Dong), born 1906, Quang Ngai. (Note No. 11389/s (11 June 1942); RST F30(4))

N3m 1961, Ha Noi quyét dinh th6ng nhat cac luc Iugng vii trang mién Nam thanh QGPMN. B-2 dugc chia thanh K 1 (Péng Nam bd), K 2 (Trung
Nam Bd), K 3 (Tay Nam Bd), K 4, dic khu Sai Gon, va Khu 6, Nam Trung bd. Trong n8m 1961 thanh I&p cac tiéu doan 800 [600 ngudi, tan cong
quéan ly Hiéu Liém ngay 16/3/19617], 500, cing TD 1 va 2 cd ddng mién (ngay 2/9/1961). T n&m 1965, QGPMN banh truéng manh, t6 chirc téi
cap su doan. Tan binh thudng tuyén mo & mién nam, nhung tirng dai dan vi chinh qui QDND ciing dugc gui thdng vao “B,” dic biét 1a Khu B-3,
B-4, B-5 va B-8. Nhitng thang ké ti€p, Nam Viét Nam bj chia thanh chin [9] Khu quén su.

Ngay 17/9/1961, thi dan tinh ly tan 1ap Phuéc Thanh dugc ching kién bao luc kiéu Trung C8 cla “cach mang gidi phdéng,” khi TD 500 [800]
QK 7 danh chiém tinh vai gid, 1ap tda &n nhan dan x{r treo c8 Tinh trudng trudng trudc nha [6ng chg. (TDBKQSVN, 1996:858)

Chién dich Binh Gia (2 [5]/12/1964-3/1/1965), khoang 70 cdy s6 phia dong SG (tinh Ba Ria, Long Khanh va 2 huyén nam Binh Thuan) clia 2
trung doan 761, 762, 4 dai doi Phdo, va 2 TD 800, 500 clia khu 7; TD 86 Khu 6; vdi Trb Déng Nai cia Khu 7 lam trir bi, la trén thua nang khac
cla TP 4 TQLC, 33 BDPQ, cing mét chi doan 113 VNCH. (TDBKQSVN, 1996:104) VNCH: mé&t 1000 sting du loai.

Chién dich Péng Xoai (10/5-22/7/1965) may thang sau VNCH ciing t6n th&t ndng. Dém 10-11/5/1965, TD 1/271 va 1 TD cua TrD 272, clng
TD 840 CS danh Phudc Long, trong khi TD 1/272 danh Phudc Binh. TD 7 DU bi rach nat & don dién Thuan Lgi. (TDBKQSVN, 1996:113)

Phudc Binh: Tinh ly Phudc Long. Nam trén sudn tdy ndi Ba Ra (cao 736 mét). Di vé hudng tdy, qua séng Bé, 3 km tdi Bu Dp. 28 km tdi nga ré
vao Ldc Ninh. Di thang téi Snoul, 15 O 8 km, Kratié. Di vé hudng déng, 24km, Phu Riéng; 20 km nita, Ddng Xoai.

Cach 5 km la Phudc Long. Da bi san thanh binh dia ndm 1975. (Hién nay Phudc Long giam xuéng lam huyén, gébm Bu D6p, Phudc Binh, Bu
Dang)

Tuy nhién, trén dai thé, CSVN di tir that bai nay sang that bai khac. Quan doi My va Ddng Minh cé thé tién vao bat cl muc tiéu ndo can thiét.
Hai chién dich Cedar Falls (9-27/1/1967) vao khu Tam Gidc Sat (Cu Chi-Bén Cat-Bén Suc) va Junction City (21/2-15/4/1967) vao Chién Khu C
(Tay Ninh) clia céac dan vi M§-Viét 1a hai chién dich tiéu bi€u. D& mau két thic cudc chién, My con md& thém mat tran binh dinh cap téc, giao cho
Poéng Minh nhiém vu truy diét, va VNCH trdch nhiém bdo vé an ninh 1&nh thd. Ndm 1967, Nguy&n Chi Thanh d& nghi mét chién lugc méi, tan
cdng vao mot s6 thanh phé va thi x3, lam da cho nhitng cudc danh pha hé thdng phong thu, va phan céng chién lugc binh dinh.

Doc 30. Letter From the President’s Consultant (Maxwell D. Taylor) to President Johnson/1/ Washington, January 30, 1967.

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD: VIET-NAM VISIT,
JANUARY 20-25, 1967

The following are the important impressions which I received during my visit to Viet-Nam after an absence of a year and a half. For
convenience, the record is divided into two sections, one covering indications of progress in the principal sectors of U.S. activities and the
second, a short tabulation of principal problem areas which still require solution.

1. Indications of Progress
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The Big War (Search and Destroy)

It is more easy to identify progress in this sector than in most of the other areas of GVN/U.S. activity. It is clear that we have gained and may
expect to retain the initiative against Main Force units of the Viet Cong and the elements of the North Vietnamese Army (NVA). Important
engagements have been fought and won along the border of South Viet-Nam. South of the DMZ, in the I Corps area, the Marines have
decisively defeated elements of two divisions of the NVA in the course of Operation Hastings. Along the Cambodian border of the High Plateau
in Operation Paul Revere and subsequent engagements, the 4th Infantry Division has beaten back elements of three NVA divisions which have
intermittently attempted to force their way out of the Cambodian base area into the Highlands.

Concurrently with defensive operations along the borders, U.S. and GVN forces have been successful in actions against Viet Cong base areas
which have long served as logistic sanctuaries, the most conspicuous success being the recent clearing of the Iron Triangle by the 1st Division
and supporting troops. This operation began January 8 and has just ended. Among its accomplishments were the disruption of the enemy
command and logistic organization, the seizure of large quantities of supplies to include the rice needed to feed five regiments for a year, and
184,000 pages of documents, many of which have significant intelligence value.

There is reason to feel that our forces can continue to be successful in bringing the enemy main forces to battle by the attack of base areas
which must be defended or abandoned at great loss, by the exploitation of the improved quantity and quality of information derived from
documents, prisoners and informants, and by giving better protection to the population against the foraging raids of the Viet Cong. To live and
fight, the latter must have access to the people and their resources; an effective defense of the population deprives them of this vital access.

In the course of ground operations, our side has been successful in inflicting heavy losses on the VC/NVA. General Westmoreland’s J-2 estimates
their permanent losses in 1966 (KIA, seriously wounded, captured and defected) at about 96,000 and, projecting current trends forward,
forecasts that these losses in 1967 will be of the order of 110,000. These estimates appear to be conservative because of the low ratio of killed
to seriously wounded, 1 to 1.2, which J-2 uses in computations.

The U.S. experience figure is about 1 to 6 for KIA to all wounded and the GVN figure is approximately 1 to 2.2. The latter would seem to be a
reasonable figure to use for the VC/NVA since the ARVN do not include the lightly wounded in their WIA reports. In defense of the low ratio
which he uses, J-2 points out that we are surely counting among the enemy KIA many of those seriously wounded V/S who die shortly in the
vicinity of the battlefield.

While the enemy casualty figures, past and projected, are encouraging from our point of view, J-2 believes that the enemy will be able to effect
a net increase in his forces during 1967. To do so, he is expected to infiltrate about 7,000 men a month and recruit another 7,500 for a monthly
gain of 14,500, and a total reinforcement for the year of 174,000. Thus, J-2 is counting on a net enemy gain in strength of about 64,000 for
1967.

I have the feeling, shared by many of the American officers outside of Saigon, that these J-2 figures are unduly pessimistic. It is understood
that they are based largely on information contained from documents and prisoner interrogations. As a review of all such evidence is not
feasible, I would be inclined to accept the J-2 estimates for planning purposes but with the feeling that there is an ample safety factor included
in them.

The military progress in Viet-Nam results in large measure from the success and timeliness of the logistic efforts which have made possible the
introduction and support of the growing number of U.S. forces. Our troops are magnificently equipped and supplied--if there is a fault, it is that
too much equipment not needed in this theater has been brought with them.

They are also much better served now than formerly by the intelligence agencies which now have vast quantities of captured documents and
large numbers of prisoners to provide the information which was so hard to acquire in previous years. The intelligence facilities available and
procedures employed give the impression of a high order of professionalism. As always, there is a great deal that we do not know about such
things as enemy intentions and leadership but our commanders are now far better served than ever in the past in Viet-Nam.

Revolutionary Development (RD)

In recognition by U.S. and GVN alike that RD is the weak sector of our efforts, there is a new intensification of attention and effort which leads
to hope for significantly better progress in 1967. The causes for the sluggishness to date are numerous and are difficult to eradicate in the short
term. The level of security remains too low in many areas to permit effective and methodical pacification. There have been planning and
organizational difficulties in combining the resources of many agencies, GVN and U.S., into effective programs adjusted to the special needs of
the forty-three provinces. There is the chronic shortage in the paramilitary and police forces needed to exploit the successes of the search and
destroy military operations. While the 59-man RD cadres are expanding toward a year-end total of some 50,000, they are yet to prove
themselves in action and there is a final target figure of 80,000 to be reached to meet estimated requirements. Even if this requirement can be
met without a notable dilution of quality, there is still considerable question as to the capability of these cadres to spearhead the GVN civil
activities in the fields of local government, self-help and local security. It may be that we are expecting more from them than they will ever
produce. At the same time, because of the exaggerated importance attached to them, there is the danger that, when these cadres are not
available, the province authorities will use this fact as an excuse for inactivity.

The province chief is still a vastly overburdened official. While we are simplifying our organization for RD by setting up the Office of Civil
Operations discussed below, Vietnamese governmental direction and resources still reach the province chief over many channels. For military
help he must look to the ARVN command channel; for Revolutionary Cadre, elementary education, agriculture and public works to the Ministry
of Revolutionary Development (General Thang); for police to the head of the National Police (Colonel Loan) and for other forms of ministerial
support in such fields as finance, industry, public health and public welfare to a half dozen other ministers in Saigon. Until the GVN, like the U.S.
Mission, consolidates responsibility for the many forms of civil aid in support of RD, it will never be possible to get really efficient administration
at the vital provincial level.

These are serious obstacles which will impede progress in 1967 unless they are overcome by energetic countermeasures. Among the latter, the
two most promising are the reorganized U.S. civil efforts in the Office of Civil Operations under Deputy Ambassador Porter and the new
emphasis on the pacification mission of ARVN forces.

The Office of Civil Operations (OCO) appears soundly conceived and appropriately designed to achieve its purpose of integrating all U.S.
resources contributing to the civil side of RD. It has just become operational and will need several months to demonstrate its capabilities. Its
success will depend largely on the quality of the individuals staffing the key positions./4/4/0CO was awaiting the arrival of 150-200 personnel.
(Memorandum from Leonhart to Komer, January 24; Johnson Library, National Security File, Country File, Vietnam, Vol. LXIV, Memos (A))

/ While there is some skepticism in Saigon as to its ultimate effectiveness, it is important to give it maximum support and every opportunity to
make good during the coming months. Otherwise, a more drastic organizational solution must be sought.

A similar comment may be made with regard to the RD mission of the ARVN. The decision has been taken at the senior ARVN level to make
available roughly half of the infantry battalions for use at the provincial level in support of RD, and a training program is in progress to prepare
these battalions for this assignment. There are doubts among some Americans with regard to the eventual success of this project. Much will
depend upon the loyal acceptance of the mission by the general and field-grade officers of ARVN. There is no question about the need for these
troops on RD missions and it is essential that all U.S. influence be put behind this decision of the Vietnamese high command to assure its
effective implementation.
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While we are justified in being dissatisfied with current progress in RD, there has been some forward movement. Ambassador Lodge estimates
that some 59 percent of the population is now securely under government control in contrast to the 54 percent which was considered secure a
year ago. In appraising progress, it is a mistake to expect in the short term rapid and dramatic advances in the RD programs. By its nature, this
kind of development will be slow. Much depends upon military success in achieving the necessary minimum levels of security. Progress also
depends on the development of able administrators, a class which is in critical short supply in Viet-Nam, and is not easily improvised.

We should recognize that, in a sense, RD is a form of growth which will never be completed. Rather, it will blend imperceptibly into the nation-
building process from which will evolve the Viet-Nam of the future. Thus, it eludes precise measurements of progress made against short term
goals.

Bombing of the North

There is no doubt in the minds of U.S. representatives in South Viet-Nam as to the effectiveness and essentiality of the bombing campaign in
the north. They are convinced that it impedes infiltration and imposes an ever increasing burden on the economy and government of North Viet-
Nam. The big question among the U.S. military is how to intensify the air campaign and increase its contribution to an early settlement. They
are convinced that there are still untouched targets which, if struck, would add materially to the effectiveness of the present program. Such
targets include key elements of the North Vietnamese power system (such as the Hanoi transformer); steel, cement and chemical plants
supporting the war effort; untouched components of the transportation system (locks on the inland waterways and railroad yards); and, in high
priority, the port of Haiphong. Our commanders believe that if allowed to attack a target system restricted only to avoid significant civilian
casualties, they could achieve greater results than now in a shorter time and with fewer airplane losses.

Doc 30. Letter From the President’s Consultant (Taylor) to President Johnson/1/ Washington, January 30, 1967.

27/1/1967: Ha NGi: Nghi quyét [s6 155-NQ/TW] Héi nghi thi 13 [13™ Plenum], khoa III, BCH/TWB LDVN, ngay 27/1/1967. Ding lic tan
cbng ngoai giao. (VKDTT, 28:1967, 2003:171-79) [Xem 15/2/1967]

Thi Bay, 28/1/1967: Ha-Nji: Ngoai trudng Nguyén Duy Trinh tuyén bS: My phadi ngung oanh tac vé diéu kién trudc khi ban ludn vé viéc
thuong thuyét. [Xem 29/1/1967]

Béc Kinh khéng hé ban ludn hay ddng tai dé nghj nay cia Ha Néi. [Xem 21/2/1967]

As a follow-up to Goldberglsl statement of September 22, 1966, offering a bombing halt in exchange for private assurances from the North
Vietnamese that they would promptly de-escalate the fighting, on December 31 the President had offered to meet the Viethamese
Communists "any time and anywhere." (Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: Lyndon B. Johnson, 1966, Book II, p. 1464)
Foreign Relations, 1964-1968, Vol V: Vietnam 1967

Documents 1-22 [Marigold, Sunflower, and the Continuing Search for Peace, January-February]

86. Letter From the Ambassador to Vietnam (Lodge) to President Johnson/1/ Saigon, February 19, 1967. Johnson Library, Office of the
President File, Henry Cabot Lodge. Top Secret; Eyes Only.

The first two and the last paragraphs, along with the salutation and complimentary close, are handwritten by Lodge. He sent this letter along
with a handwritten letter of resignation to Rusk. He informed Rusk that he would leave on April 3, after the promulgation of the South
Vietnamese Constitution on March 27, and that he was letting him know now in order to provide sufficient time to name a successor. (Ibid.)

Dear Mr. President:
Herewith I submit my resignation as Ambassador to Viet-Nam--which I do entirely for personal and private reasons.

Indeed, I wish specifically to thank you for the privilege of carrying out a policy which I believe to be profoundly right and which has already
achieved great things.

One way to measure these achievements is to note the things which once worried us and which worry us no more. For example, we used to
worry that the enemy would cut Viet-Nam in two along highway 19; or that the aggressor would establish an enemy capital in some provincial
city from which we could not extricate him; or that a Viet Cong coup would take over the Government by subversion; or that inflation would
cause famine; or that there would never be even a breathing spell in an unending wave of governmental instability. In particular, we worried
that the loss of Viet-Nam would so encourage the aggressor that he would move against other nations of East Asia--in which case the immediate
threat of World War III would be staring us in the face.

Today, the large enemy units are so split up and off balance that they cannot divide the country or occupy any one point both day and night.
Viet-Nam moves towards constitutional government. Economic and social programs continue. Runaway inflation has been staved off. Still to be
accomplished, however, is the destruction of the terrorist organization which continues to assassinate, kidnap, torture and sabotage--and to
impress young males into the Viet Cong. While thus a satisfactory outcome has not yet been achieved, it is clear that even terrorism cannot hold
out forever and that persistence will ward off aggression. They cannot win and we cannot be pushed out.

Outside of Viet-Nam that whole great area of islands and peninsulas constituting the edge of East Asia, going from Korea south, then west to
Burma, and southeast to New Zealand (and containing 370 million people) is denied to the expansionism of Peking. To be sure, the current
situation is dangerous because the world is dangerous, but if we had been pushed out of Viet-Nam or if we had abandoned Viet-Nam, the tide
would have turned towards Peking and a catastrophe of global dimension would have ensued. This would have involved us in a far more acute
danger. Thus your policies, looked at in their most fundamental sense, actually tend away from escalation and towards peace, even though the
other side is not yet ready for negotiations.

All these solid achievements would not have occurred without your farsighted and brave decision, in the summer of 1965, to make limited use of
our military power, in addition to our civilian aid, to help the all-out Vietnamese effort to ward off the aggression and protect the independence
of their revolution. In so doing, we also fight directly for our own vital national interest.

As I finish three and a half years of complete involvement in United States policy toward Viet-Nam, both as Ambassador and as consultant, I
wish to thank you for your unfailing support and for the honor conferred on me by your trust./2//2/0On March 1 Komer wrote to Lodge: "The
President mentioned your latest letter. As you know, ever since you gave me your confidence and confided your own preferences many months
ago, I've been keeping an eye out for them. The great problem has been finding someone who could even come close to filling your shoes. But
you will bequeath any successor a legacy of accelerating success. More and more I sense that 1966 was the decisive year." (National Archives
and Records Administration, RG 59, Komer Files: Lot 69 D 303, Vietnam/Turkey)

With respectful regard
Faithfully yours
Henry Cabot Lodge



1. M3t Tran Léc Ninh:

2. An Léc:

Hop Luu,

VKDTT, 33:1972,

VKDTT, 33:1972,

choked didn't do a damn thing
“wanting”

Advice and Support: The Final Years, 1965-1973
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VKDTT, 33:1972,

VKDTT, 33:1972,

2. Pgt 2 (20/5-1/9/1972):

VKDTT, 33:1972,

the Vietnam Syndrome

III. NIXON AP Luc NGA CAN THIEP:

wars of liberation

) cho quén Phép dé bé & mién
béc thay qudn Trung Hoa; nhung trat moi téi 16i cho Linh Muc/Cao Uy Georges Thierry d’Argenlieu.

bang Céng San Viét Nam

Hop Luu M6t ngdi trudng khac
cho Nguyén T4t Thanh Vang Trong Lua H6
Chi Minh (1892-1969): Con ngudi va huyén thoai,

Washington Post [Buu Dién Oat-shinh-tdn]  New York Times [New York Thoi Bdo]
[The Pentagon Papers]

Cuéc Thanh Chién chéng Céng



Viét Nam,
VKDTT, 33: 1972,

ngung ban chinh tri,
thuc,” “thdy ai c6 sita du cho bu déu goi la me”
multipolar détente
triangular diplomacy mé thuc lién hé rang budc linkage

bang Nhén D&n Cach Mang

Hé6i Lién Hiép Phu NIt Ha N&i,

et al. M&t Trdn D&n Téc Giai Phéng, Chinh phu cdch mang I&m thoi tai HSi nghij Paris vé Viét Nam
Nhirng chdng dudng lich s cua B-2 Thanh dbng: Tap I: Hoa binh hay Chién tranh.
Chung Mét Béng Cd

VKDTT, 33:1972,
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“anh hung khé&t



"Race” “People”
National Liberation Front Front pour la libération nationale du Viet-Nam

The Two Viet-Nams: A Political and Military Analysis,

Thoi Luén Tu Do,

[The Viet Cong insurgents represent the paramilitary arm of the
North Vietnamese Communist Party]

FRUS, 1958-1960 FRUS, 1961-1963, II:
1962,

wars of liberation

[a real legal government]; [Kosygin could not conceive of this].
néu khéng cé su can thiép truc tiép va diéu khién cia BV
[rotten government],

[war is inevitable].

[that the NLF is aided, abetted and directed by Hanoi].

[The USA is “absolute sure that the NLF is aided,
abetted and directed by Hanoi. There is no evidence whatsoever that the NLF is really an indigenous uprising, or that the people in South VN
want to be taken over by NVN]

[It is true that there has been difficult to obtain political agreement in SVN
because of internal frictions, largely between the Catholics and Buddhists, however not
one of the rival groups in SVN stands for the surrender to the North.

[Kosygin laughed and said directly to Harriman: “You don’t believe what you are saying.]”

FRUS, 1964-1968 III:June-Dec 1965,

15. As Kosygin indicated he wished break off discussion on Vietnam, I raised another subject, leased line for our Embassy. However, after my
initial remarks on this subject, Kosygin apologized and said he wished ask me a question relating to Vietnam. He then asked me directly if
Chinese had approached us re possibility of negotiations on Vietnam. When I said that to best of my knowledge they had not, he asked me if I
was absolutely certain, noting that perhaps there were channels with which I not familiar. I told him I had seen all reports of our conversations
with Chinese in Warsaw and could tell him that they did not amount to anything, they consisted essentially of constant Chinese accusations of
US for helping Taiwan, having aggressive designs, etc. Thompson]
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Hotel Suisse,

["a popular revolt against the Diem regime and the American intervention is trying to suppress

it;”
[the
way to bring peace to Vietnam was for the North to cease its aggression]
FRUS, 1961-1963, I: 1961,
“"His premises . . . are: (1) that the Viet Cong insurgency here is nothing but a manifestation of discontent with a corrupt regime;

(2) that Communist expansionism from North Vietnam, China and Russia has nothing to do with it; (3) that the corruption in the regime is bred
by US assistance, and that contention among factions to control of US assistance further corrupts and paralyzes the Government.”]. FRUS,
1961-1963, I: 1961,

FRUS, 1964-1968,

FRUS, 1964-1968

FRUS,
1964-1968,

The Vantage Point: Perspectives of the Presidency, 1963-1969
The Bunker Papers: Reports to the President from Vietnam, 1967-1973,

The Quiet Missions [Nhirng chuyén céng du thdm l&dng]

[Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo]

Ye Jianying

Zhou Enlai instructed Luo Ruiging, Director of the Assistance Program, to send to the south material and equipments which could be transported
by women. (Zhai, 2000, p. 137):



Zhongnanhai

dai bién Hopson

Quan Giai Phéng Trung Coéng sé chi can thiép néu My tdn céng Hoa luc [China would take direct part in the

conflict only 'if the war was expanded to Chinese territory’].

FRUS, 1964-1968, II: Jan-June 1965

Su thuc vé tinh hitu nghi Viét-Trung khéng thé xuyén tac

T&n céng ngoai giao va tiép xic bi mét

VKDTT,
vé ngoai giao]. VKDTT,
VKDTT,
Tréng,
Tréng,
VKDTT,

VKDTT,

[29/8/1968: Hoi nghi TW Ian th{f 15. Thang Igi to I16n

ddnh My dén ngudi Viét Nam cudi cung Séach Trdng,

VKDTT, 29: 1968,

Sach Trdng,

Séach

Séach



Restoring and Developing ,

VKDTT,
VKDTT,
c6 thé da
The Vantage Point: Perspectives of the Presidency, 1963-1969
I am certain that the outcome would have been different if the Paris talks had been in progress on
Election Day.”
Twenty Years and Twenty Days In the Jaws of History,

Ché tham gia Hoa Bam Paris, cé tri hodn cang ldu cang tét dé doi éng Nixon Ién lam téng
th6ng, moi chuyén sé tét dep hon”

The Bunker Papers: Reports to the President from Vietnam, 1967-1973,

16/7/1965 Séch Trdng,

Mao’s China, [1/10/1970: B3c Kinh: Mao Trach Bdng mdi Edgar Snow, mdt nha vdn My,
du 18 Quéc Khénh.

11/1970: Chu An Lai néivéi Snow la s& md lai thuong thuyét véi My, sau khi tam ngung vi viéc dua

quan qua Kampuchea. 12/1970: Chu An Lai néi v6i Snow welcome Nixon tdi BK,

"Toa son quan hé d&u” “xao quyét su dung Viét Nam nhu mét con
bai dé vuon Ién dia vi cudng quéc . . ., kiém ché va géy ap luc khi vién trg cho Viét Nam, tim moi cach khéng ché Viét Nam, kéo Viét Nam vao
qui dao d&€ ho ndm Viét Nam, tir @6 ndm cé Béng Duong va tran xuéng Déng Nam Chéu A. . . . ho da giit cho Viét Nam khéng thing, khéng bai,

bi chia cat Idu dai, lam nudc dém giita Trung quéc va chu nghia dé quéc, khéng bao gid manh Ién duoc va lubn lubn 1é thudc vao ho.”
“phi vé san, phan déng, chéng chu nghia Mac-Lénin, chéng CNXH, [39] la “chu nghia banh trudéng
va chu nghia bd quyén dai Han téc, s6 vanh nudc I6n, dén téc tu san mang dédm mau sdc phong kién.”

Chéng chu nghia banh trudng ba quyén Trung Qudc TCCS, Séch Trdng
Asia in Peking’s Plans Chéu A trong céc ké hoach cta Bc Kinh

Foreign Affairs, American Foreign Policy, Three Essays



Anatoliy T.
Dobrynin
White House Years
In Confidence: Moscow's Ambassador to America's Six Cold War Presidents
) ba Ian xin An Lai, ngay 22/11, xin thdng Mao Nhuan Chi hay
bé chuyé&n tham Bic Kinh cua Nixon, nhung ca Nhuan Chi 13n An Lai déu khéng thuan
ngung ban [cease-fire] trudc giai phap chinh tri sau.
muén hop céng khai mién
h6 cho Tho mét tuan dé di chuyén tir Ha Noi qua Paris.
su tién

trién

[we will have to go all-out on the bombing front].

FRUS, 1969-1976, 110.

Linebacker

Asian Society



NSC 34/2 NSC 48 NSC 68 NSAM 273 NSAM 328 NSSM 36

Linebacker

Linebacker

chi giap d&
Poéng Minh cua minh tu' vé ma khdéng phai di xam Ian.

[You want peace. I want peace. But, you also want honor and not defeat. You want a genuine peace, not a peace that is merely a prelude to
another war].

[At this moment, we must stand together in purpose and resolve. As so often in the past, we Americans did not choose to resort to war. It has
been forced upon us by an enemy that has shown utter contempt toward every overture we have made for peace. And that is why, my fellow
Americans, tonight I ask for your support of this decision, a decision which has only one purpose, not to expand the war, not to escalate the
war, but to end this war and to win the kind of peace that will last].

Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: Richard Nixon, 1972,

The President’s path is the path of
insanity
[if the President genuinely wants peace, the first step proposed six years ago by Robert
Kennedy, a formation of a coalition government, and the total withdrawal of the remaining troops [60,000].

Causes, Origins, and Lessons of the Vietnam War, Hearing before the Committee on Foreign Relations, US Senate, 92md
Congress, 2 Session, May 1972



what could be a new

relationship of benefit to all of mankind, a new relationship in which, on both sides, whenever there is a danger of crisis, there
will be enough people who have a commitment to constructive programs so that they could exercise restraining influences.

Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents,

Hé6i Lién Hiép Phu Nir

Doc 114.

[But as practical men, we have learned the lessons of
history and will not allow ourselves to be dragged into conflict in areas peripheral to our interests. These problems may seem important at the
time, but cannot compare in importance with the need to have good relations between the two most powerful countries in the world]. Nga va My
c6 thé gidi quydt moi vdn dé theo mdt phuong phép thuc tién, quyét tdm dét nhitng quyén lgi chung trén nhiing di biét. [We can do it only by
working out real problems in a concrete fashion, determined to place our common interests above our differences."]

Doc 115. Editorial Note

But as practical men, we have learned the lessons of history and will not allow ourselves to be
dragged into conflict in areas peripheral to our interests. These problems may seem important at the time, but cannot compare in importance
with the need to have good relations between the two most powerful countries in the world.



"The President said that he has a strong belief in our system but at the same time he respects those who believe just as strongly in their
system. There must be room in this world for two great nations with different systems to live together and work together. We cannot do this
however, by mushy sentimentality or by glossing over differences which exist. We can do it only by working out real problems in a concrete

fashion, determined to place our common interests above our differences.”

Doc 115. Editorial Note

the results will be determined more by how the agreements are implemented.

[On this journey we saw many memorable sights, but one picture will always remain indelible in our memory—the flag of the United States of
America flying high in the spring breeze above Moscow's ancient Kremlin fortress].
khudn thudc cho su khdi dau.
Hgp tac trén lanh vuc khoa hoc va ky thuat, Hgp tac vé
phi thuyén khéng gian, Ngoai ra, hai nudc dong y ton trong 12 nguyén tic “hoa
ma khéng déng”—mét thir khung cho hoéa binh thé& gidi.

Public Papers of the Presidents of the United

States: Richard Nixon, 1972, Doc 116.

I emphasize to you once again that

Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States:
Richard Nixon, 1972,



Quén D6i Nhén Dén

4/8/1972: VKDTT, 33:1972,

19/7/1972, Ian thir 14

Ian tha 15
Khai rat lai doi hoi bat Thiéu tir chirc.
Ian thi 16,

mat dam Ian tha 17. hai chinh phu hién hiru sé cung tén tai sau ngay ngirng

rat quan khoi Lao va Cam B&t; trao tra tu binh tai Lao.



VKDTT, 33:1972,

VKDTT, 33:1972,

VKDTT, 33:1972,

Memoirs of Richard Nixon
The Lost Peace: America's Search For A Negotiated Settlement of The Vietnam War

maéi

[“total surrender”]

VKDTT, 33:1972,

"I do, however,
want you to know that I believe we have no reasonable alternative but to accept this agreement. ... Just as we have taken risks in war, I believe
we must take care in peace. .

.. I can assure you that we will view any breach of faith on their part with the utmost gravity, and it would have
the most serious conseugences.”

[Communist cadres still in the SVN jails], [i.e., unlimited assistance from the USA].

MTDTGP-CPCMLT Tai HJi nghj Paris vé Viét Nam

Memoirs of
Richard Nixon The Lost Peace: America's Search
For A Negotiated Settlement of The Vietnam War

to cut the umbilical cord



Newsweek;

Chinh Luén
Séng Thén

VKDTT, 33:1972,

Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: Richard Nixon, 1972

“quyét tdm cua My mudn hoa udc dugc thi hanh va phan (rng manh mé cua My trong trudng hop hiép udc bi
vi pham”, "cé hanh déng tic khdc va manh mé”

dén su.
Thir Nam, 23/11

29/11/1972: Do dé nghj cua Kissinger, Thiéu gui Nguyén Phii Birc tir Paris qua My. Dic mang theo mét thu dai cua Thiéu.



Su that quan hé Viét Nam-Trung Qudc trong 30 ndm qua

Dém 11-12/12/1972: Nixon ndi véi Pai st Nga v/v bé tdc hoa dam. Con hai diém: thu tuc ky két va ving phi quan su. Pai st Abrasimov I4p lai
cho CSVN biét. ( Binh et al., 2001:99-100).

Thir Ba, 12/12/1972: Kissinger dua ra du thao lich trinh ky hiép dinh. Chiéu 12/12, hoan tdt du thao hiép dinh; 19-20/12 hodc 20-21/12/1972,
Kissinger dén Ha N&i ky tit hoa udc; 27 hodc 29/12/1972, sé& ky & Paris. Thém mdt ngay 13/12 dam thoai vé ich. Kissinger trd lai Oat-shinh-
tén. Khai théng béo cho Kissinger biét sé trd lai Ha Néi ngay Tha N&ém, 14/2.

Linebacker II

Giot Nudc Trong Bién C3

Quén DBdi Nhén Dé&n

"“"Udc gi mét vai khéi thién thach roi xuéng Hoa luc, tiéu diét hét bon heo Iin chai Céng San Han téc.”

754 61 10 F-111.
81 34 5
26 roi, 15 B-52. SA-2M
729 15,000
Vietnam Mission
6,806
39 dan SA-2M Volkhov

Vietnam: A Reader

Anatoly Khyupenen

Vietnam: A Reader

Mark Vorobyov

Vietnam: A Reader

19/12/1972,

[Iam
convinced that your refusal to join us would be an inviation to disaster—to the loss of all that we together have fought for over a decade. It
would be inexcusable above all because we will have lost a just and honorable alternative”].



8/1/1973.

Hoa dam]. VKDTT], tdp 33:1972,

cong khai Ian tha 172
Ian tha 23

khéng
23/1/1973, mat dam thir 24,

Mé&t trén Dén téc Giai phéng, Chinh phd Cach Mang L&m thoi tai HSi nghi Paris vé Viét Nam

[National Council of National Reconciliation and Concord],
KSQT, hay International Commission of Control and Supervision, viét tit
thanh ICCS
[Four Party Joint Military Commision, hay FPIMC]
[Two Party Joint Military Commission, hay TPJIMC]
reconstruction aid

Hearings,
Sixty Days to Peace

giao két giifa My va CSBV



vién trg tai thiét

Doan Y&m Tro [US Support Activities Group, USSAG],

[Defense Attache Office, hay D.A.O.]

The Years of Upheaval

US Government's Post-War POW/MIA Efforts; Hearings Before the Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs, United States Senate,
One Hundred Second Congress, Second Session, on US Government's Post-War POW/MIA Efforts, August 11 & 12, 1992



Th hai, tuyét déi tén trong Hiép dinh, cai thién bang giao véi My, theo dudi chinh séch hoa binh trong it ndm.

Presidential [War] Powers Act

nhin vé tuong lai, han gén su chia ré trong nudc.

Phu Ban I:

I. L&n D4t, Gianh Dan:

Tir giita thdng 10/1972, sau khi Tho va Kissinger déng y du thdo Hiép dinh Paris, Ha Néi chi thi cho cdc Quan Khu & mién Nam chuén bi I&n dét,
gianh dén. (1) Nhung k€& hoach nay phai tam hodn vi Kissinger khéng thuyét phuc dugc Thiéu ky hiép dinh. Mai tdi thang 1/1973 Céng san mdi
phat déng ké hoach I&n dat, gianh déan.

Vietnam From Cease-Fire to Capitulation

Tai Vung I cua VNCH (gém tinh Quang Tri, Thira Thién, Quang Nam, Quang Tin va Quang Ngéi), hoat @éng cua Cdng san linh ddng theo ting dia
phuong. & phia béc Quang Tri (M&t Trén B. 5), Su doan 304 CSBV tu thu vung I1&nh thé phia bdc song Thach H&n va phia tdy Quang Tri, chdn
danh nhimng dgt tdn cbng cua luc lugng DU va TQLC VNCH. Su doan nay con dugc ting cudng cac don vi cua 11 Trung doan phong khéng va
mot don vi xe tdng & viing Cira Viét (Phia Béng Quéng Tri). O “B.4” tic khu Tri-Thién-Hué, tir ngdy 24/1/1973, Su' doan 324-B cling mot s6 don
vi dia phuong va céc todn vii trang tuyén truyén rdi rimg ndi va trung du, ddt nhdp déng bdng. Mét Trung doan ctua Su doan nay muu toan cdt
dat Quc‘;’c L6 1 dving An LS [céy s6 17] vao ngay 27/1, nhung bj thiét hai ndng. Tur 27/1 tdi 3/2/1 973, Nam quén ha tai trén khoang 200 Céng
quén, va tai chiém dugc mét sé thén xém. Hai Trung doan khdc xdm nhdp ving Phd Bai, cdm cd dudc & mét s6 x&. Nhung tdi ddu thang
2/1973, Nam quén gianh lai dugc quyén kiém soat. 175 Céng quén bo xac tai trén. Oph/a Nam déo Hai Van Su doan 711 CSBV —mdi thanh I&p
ddu ndm 1972 thubc B.1, tic Khu 5— b6 tri trong thung liing Qué Son dé bdo vé cin ci tiép van & Hiép Puc. Va Su doan 2 CSBV tép trung &
phia nam tinh Quang Ng&i hdu cdm chén luc lugng chu luc VNCH (Su doan 2 BB cua Tudng Trédn Van Nhut, va Biét Béng Quén). Trong khi dé,
cac luc lugng dia phuong Céng san ra suc 18n chi€m nhiéu thén x&. T ngay 26/1/1973, Céng quén lién tiép tdn cdéng nhiéu vi tri Nam quén
trong 1dnh thé Quang-ba do Su dodn 3 BB ctia Tudng Nguyén Duy Hinh phu tréch. Sudt ba ngay lién, D& N8ng bi phdo kich béng hda tién. Cac
tién dén VNCH dai theo nhitng truc 16 giao thdéng va quén I ciing bi tdn cbéng. Du kich Céng san thi @t nhdp cac thén xém. Cd CP/LTMN bay
phét phdi trén cdc xém & phia tdy quén Hiéu-ddc, va phia tdy ciing nhu tdy nam Pai-Iéc, & Dién-ban, & ddng bdc Puc-duc, phia tdy Duy-xuyén,
va nhiéu noi phia bdc Qué-son. Nam quén phan cbéng, chiém lai dugc mét sé thén xém. Phdn Su doan 3 BB/VNCH ciing muén nhén dip trdn
chién s8p tan tién danh can ca Hiép buc cua Cc‘;ng San gan ranh gidi hai tinh Quang-Nam/Quang Tin vao cudi théng 12/1972. TLfc'fng Trudng, Tu
1énh Quén doan I, con ting vién cho mat trén nay Trung doan 51 cua Sb 1/BB. Tuy nh/en, ngay 26/1/1 973, cudc hanh quén phai chdm dut.
Nhiéu todn vii trang, tuyén truyén CS dang xudt hién & cdc xém phia tdy va tdy nam Pa N&ng dé cdm cd, chiém dét. Céc don vi Su doan 3 pha/
phén tén ra, tiép tay Pia Phuong Quén, Nghia Quén va Canh Sat tai chiém dat dai, nhé cd Céng san. Vao cudi thédng 1/1973, chi con 1 4p &
quén Pai Léc thudc pham vi ki€ém sodt cua Céng san. Tai Quang Ngéi, do Su doan 2 BB/VNCH chju tréch nhiém, k& hoach I4n d&t, gianh dan cua
Céng san manh hon cd. Su doan 2 CSBV chi giit mét Trung doan dé béo vé Ba To, mdi chiém duoc trong mia Hé 1972. Mét Trung doan khic
phéi hop hoat déng vdi Su doan 3 “"Sao Vang” danh chiém mét sé lang 8p & ving Bic Phé/Sa Huynh, cit dit Quéc 16 1. VGi Céng san, day chi la
k& hoach thuéc pham vi ndi bé Khu 5 (tdc B.1), nhung, vé phia VNCH, lién quan dén hai Ving Chién Thudt khdc nhau, tdc Ving I va Ving II.
Bdi thé, trong nhiing ngay cubi thdng 1/1973, phan tng cua VNCH khé lung ting.

Céc don vi dia phuong CS ciing hoat déng manh & phia bdc Quang Tin. M6t sé tién dbn cua Pia Phuong Quén va Nghia Quan VNCH lot vao tay
dich.



NGi chung, trén chién “L&n dat, gianh dédn” & Ving I Chién Thudt phan anh ré rang can cdn quén su hai phe Ai ndy giit dugc ving kiém soét cla
minh trudc cubi ndm 1972. Tai déy, ciing cé hai cudc "vi pham” Hiép dinh Paris tiéu biéu nh&t 1a Cira Viét va Sa Huynh.

A. Cua Viét:

Clra Viét—céch Quéng Tri 16 cdy s6—Ia noi séng Thach H&n [Cam L8] db ra bién Béng. Trudc ndm 1972, cang Péng Ha va Cla Viét 1a hai ci
diém quan trong cua VNCH. Nhiéu todn hai thuyén VNCH da tir Cla Viét ra BSc dénh phd va thu lugm tin tic vao ddu thap nién 1960. T ndm
1972, CSBV chiém dudc Péng Ha va Cia Viét. Quén Iuc VNCH nhiéu Idn muén téi chiém Cida Viét nhung bi day lui vi hda Iuc phdo 130 ly va 122
ly ndng dai tir b& Bc séng Thach Han bdn sang.

Trudc ngay Hiép dinh Paris cé hiéu luc, B6 Tu Lénh QB I ¢ y dinh tai chiém cang nay. Luc lugng tham du gém cé TQLC va Thiét Gidp. Bbéng
thdi, luc lugng DU ciing hoat déng & phia tdy séng Thach Han dé phén tén sdc chi luc CSBV. 4 gid séng 28/1/1973— khai thdc mua gié, bién
déng trién mién tir ngay 25/1/1973, Lt doan dac nhiém gém TQLC, BB, ting, thiét gidp, TVX va chién ham VN danh chiém Cua Viét, da lot vao
tay CSBV tu Xudn-Hé 1972—Nam quén t&n céng, tai chiém duogc Cua Viét trudc gid ngung bdn khodng vai phat. Céc don vi cia SP 304, 320,
325 CSBV cung cac don vi dia phuong dugc Iénh phan céng. Ha NJi con sai Lé Trong T vao chi huy. Sau bén ngay giao chién, ngay 31/1/1973
VNCH phai triét thodi. CSVN chon ngay nay dé két thic dot tac chién phong ngu Quang Tri. (2)

Nhitng Ném Thang Quyét binh Tri Thién Hué Xuén 1975

Vi d§ cdm c& & Cua Viét trudc 8 gid séng ngay 28/1/1973—néu Hiép dinh Paris dudc tén trong—VNCH cé toan quyén kiém sodt cua bién nay.
Nhung CS chi lanh Iing bao dai dién VNCH & Uy Ban B&n Phe réng ho d& 1am chu Cuia Viét tir thdng 3/1972. V&, ho da téi chiém xong béng vé
luc.

Tir d6, Cla Viét thudng dudc phe VNCH va My vién dén ra nhu mét trong nhitng b&ng ching “vi pham Hiép dinh” cia CP/LTMN va CSBV.

B. Sa Huynh:

Tai Ving I, mét muc tiéu chinh cua Céng quén la cit dut Quéc 16 1 tor Qui Nhon ra Quang Ngéi. Céc don vi cia SP 2 CSBV va SP 3 "Sao
Vang” (Binh Binh) cung tham du cudc I&n dat & ving quén li Bdc Ph6. Ngay 27/1, sau khi "nh6” dugc mét sé tién dén cua Nam quén, Trung
doan 141/SP 3 "Sao Vang” kiém soat dugc ving phia tdy Buc Phé, gébm ca khodng Quoc 16 1 vé phia nam cho téi ranh gidi tinh Binh Binh. Trong
khi dé, Trung doan 12/SD 3 “Sao Vang” chiém Sa Huynh—mot ctra bién nhd, vira mudi cia mién Trung; ciing noi cé di tich khdo c8 Oc Eo ling
danh. Vi khu vuc nay thuéc dia phén trach nhiém cua SP 2 BB (ban doanh dét tai Chu Lai), Tudng Trén Van Nhut diéu déng cac don vi co hitu
giai téa. M&i téi ngay 16/2, Qudc 16 1 mdi dugc khai théng. Tuong tu nhu trudng hop Cua Viét, néu Hiép udc Paris 27/1/1973 dugc tén trong,
VNCH khéng cé quyén st dung vii luc tai chiém Sa Huynh va nhirng vung 1&n cén. Do dé, tu ngéy nay, Sa Huynh tré thanh mét ching cd tiéu
biéu cho su “"céng khai vi pham trdng tron” Hiép udc Paris ctia chinh phu Thiéu-Khiém trong moi céng ham ctua phe Céng San gui cho phéi doan
Kiém soat Quéc té.

Tai Vang II CT, Céng quén dat trong tdm vao cac tinh duyén hai, ddc biét la hai tinh Binh Binh va Phu Yén (Tuy Hoa). Muc tiéu chinh cua Khu 5
(B-1) nhdm cé 1ap céc don vi Su doan 22 BB/VNCH tai cdc cdn cu, cdt dut Quéc 16 1 tir Béo Nhéng ra Tam Quan/ Sa Huynh, cing cac truc 16 19
va 21 ndi lién duyén hai vdi Cao nguyén. Giao tranh dién ra & Binh Binh tir ngdy 23/1/1973. Mt Trung doan cta Su doan 3 “Sao Vang” rdi
thung liing An Lo xudng dbéng bdng Tam Quan. T ngay 24 tdi 28/1, Trung doan nay tdn cbéng cdc vi tri déng quén cua Trung doan
41/22BB/VNCH va én ngir bao vé phia nam Sa Huynh. Phdn con lai cua Su doan 3 “Sao Vang” an nglr phia nam séng Lai Giang, cd&m chadn Su
doan 22BB/ VNCH. Trong khi dé, du kich va don vi cd hitu CS cua cac tinh t&dn céng nhiéu xém, &p dai theo Qudc 16 1 & phia nam Bbng Son. Tai
Phi Yén, du kich va don vi dia phuong chiém dudc mét sé x& 8p, va dinh cdt dit Quéc 16 1 & vai ndi. Ngay 2/2/1973, luc lugng Dia Phuong
Quén, Nghia Quén VNCH én dinh dugc tinh hinh, chi &€ mét hai xém vao tay Céng sén. Tai Khdnh Hoa, Céng quén cdt dut Quéc 16 21 dugc it
ngay. Tuy nhién, qua ngay 5/2/1973, Quéc 16 nay dugc giai téa. Tinh hinh chung trd lai can cdn quén su vao cubi ndm 1972.

Tai Cao Nguyén, Mt trdn B-3 cé nhiém vu c6 lap Su doan 23 BB/VNCH va céc thi xd Kontum, Pleiku, Ban Mé Thudt, Quang Buc; ddng thdi cdt
dut cac truc giao théng chién lugc. Nhifng cubc hanh quan hé trd chién dich “1&n dét, gianh dan” bdt diu tir ngdy 20/1/1973. Su dodn 320 CSBV
tién danh Buc Ca, 50 km nam Pleiku, va chiém dudc cir diém trén ngay hém sau. Ngay 27/1, Su’ doan 10 CSBV dbng loat tdn céng Plei-krong va
Trung Nghia. Plei-krong thét thd ngay 28/1. Mt Trung doan khac cua Su doan 10/CSBV, Trung doan 95-B(?), cit dut Quéc 16 14 & déo Chu Pao
(bdc Pleiku) tir 26/1 téi 10/2. Quéc I6 14 con bi gidn doan & phia nam Pleiku, va ddc biét la gdn Bubn Hb, phia bdc Ban Mé Thudt. Quéc 16 19, tur
Pleiku xuéng hai cdng Qui Nhon, thi bi cdt & khodng ranh gidi Binh Pinh/Pleiku. M3i téi ngay 4/2/1973, Nam quén mdi cé thé gidi tda.

Trong céc tinh phia Bdc Ving III—tic Khu 7 cda B-2 Céng san—nhing k& hoach I&n dét, gianh ddn cia Céng sén déu that bai. Theo tinh bdo
My, B-2 du dinh danh chi€m Ty Ninh lam thd d6 cho CP/LTMN. Nhung k€& hoach nay cudi ciing bi bé dd. V& phia VNCH, tir ddu thang 1/1973,
B6 Tu 1énh Quén doan III md cuéc hanh quén I6n dé tdn céng hanh lang tiép vén cia CS doc theo séng Sai Gon, ngugc Ién tdi Tri TAm (D3u
Tiéng). Cac méat khu Céng san & Long Nguyén va Boi Loi b thiét hai ndng vi nhitng tham bom B-52. Su doan 7/CSBV bi cé lap trong dén dién
Michelin (D3u Tiéng). Su doan 9/CSBV phai thdt chit phong tuyén thu Léc Ninh (Binh Long). C6 18 vi thé B-2 khéng thé mé cudc té&n céng vao
Ty Ninh. Tuy nhién, B-2 van phat déng ké hoach I&8n d4t, gianh dén & Trang Bang (H&u Nghia), Tréng Bom (Long Khdnh), Chon Thanh, Lai
Thiéu (Binh Duong). Chién tranh “cdm c&” dién ra & 144 &p tir ngay 23 t6i 29/1/1973. Nhung tdi ngdy 3/2, Céng quén chi gilt dudc 14 &p. K&
hoach ct dut cac truc giao théng ciing bi bé gdy vao ddu théng 2/1973.

NGi chung, Céng quén bj that bai ndng né. Hon 2,000 cén binh bj loai khoi vong chién; 41 ngudi bdt séng. D&n ching bdng bé nhau tan cu khi
Céng quén dét nhdp cac thén xém. (LeGro, 1981:26).

Tai Vang IV, Nam quén md nhiing cuéc hanh quén ngdn chén k& hoach Idn dét, gianh dén cua Cdng San tu ngay 15 téi 27/1/1973. Vi vdy, hoat
déng cua Céng quén yéu kém trong nhiing ngay cudi thdng 1/1973. M&c du to ngay 23/1, cdc don vi Céng quan bat ddu phat déng chién dich
cdm cd, nhitng cudc cham sing chi & mdc dé binh thudng. Bédng k& nhit c6 mét trén Kién Phong va Chuong Thién. Tai Kién Phong, mét Trung
doan CSBV vugt bién gidi C&m B6t ngay 23/1, dinh danh chiém chi khu H6ng Ngu. Cac tién dbn dai theo bién gidi cling bj tdn céng manh. Tai
Chuong Thién, Céng quén phéo kich tinh ly, va tdn céng cac quén ly Long My, Kién Hung, Kién Thién. Tuy nhién, Nam quén d&y Iui dugc tét c
nhirng mdi t&n kich cda dich. Trong s6 125 &p bi ti€n danh, chua tdi 20 &p lot vao tay Céng quén. Nhitng cudc hanh quén I&n dat, gianh dén nay
khién chi ndi théng d3u tién cia nén hoa binh non yéu, sé thuong vong cta CS Ién téi 8,479 ngudi, so vdi 1,520 ngudi cia VNCH. Tir 28/3 tdi
27/4, CS chét 3,111 ngudi, va VNCH, 1,242 ngudi. (3)
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NGi chung, k& hoach 18n dét, gianh dan cua Cdng San that bai. Nhung dé chi la thdt bai tam thdi, phan anh thuc luc quén su cua hai phe vao
thdi diém nay. Chién thdng cua Nam quén ciing 1 chién thdng cubi cing—khdi ddu cho cubc bai trdn khé trénh: Tir ngay 28/1, hda luc yém trg
hung hdu cia My khéng con nita. Néu Thiéu biét “liéu com, gdp m&m,” moi viéc cé thé thay déi. Nhung vi coi thudng Hiép dinh Paris—tin tudng
vao nhiing 13 thu va Ioi hda cua Nixon nhu “bua hé ménh” —Thiéu mudn bao vé ting thén &p, ting tién dén con lai sau thang 2/1973. (4) Va,
nh&t dinh khéng chiu thanh Iap H6i B6ng Hoa Giai, Hoa Hop vdi ly do Céng san khéng chdp nhén béu cu.
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