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“PHIEN CONG” TRONG DINH GIA LONG

[The Communist Rebelsin the Gia L ong Palace]

Chinh bao

Phan |

Mt trong nhirng van nan, néu khong phai nghi an, lich sir can dai con gay nhiéu tranh luan 1a
van dé am muu ve van [flirtation] Cong San HaN6i caaanh em Tong thdng Ngé Binh Diém
(1897- 1963) trong hai nam 1962-1963. Nhiéu hoc gia thé gi6i da cd ging duaranhitng giai thich
vé van dé nay. Ngudi cho rang anh em ho Ngb khdng con biét Iy I& [no longer berational] nira
trugc &p luc My. (1) Nguoi cho rang ho Ngd chi mubn blackmail hay choi mot van bai poker voi
M. (2) Nguoi cho rang ho Ng6 thuc sy mubn néi chuyén véi mién Bac, (3) vanéu khéng co
cudc dao chinh 1/11/1963, Cong San d& chiém mién Nam vao cubi nam 1963. Bi tham cho ho
Ngb |a nhirng nguoi tin ring ho Ngd muén dang mién Nam cho Cong San Bic Viét—dic biét 1a
Pai st Henry Cabot Lodge-ai ¢d quyét dinh chung cudc sd phan ho Ngd.

Vén dé ve van Cong San ndy kha phirc tap. N6 khéng han ché trong pham vi quc noi ma con bi
chi phdi, hoic it nira anh hueng, boi céc trao luu chinh tri va chién luoc thé gigi cua nhiéu hon
mot ngoai bang. Ngoai Lién bang M¥, Lién S& Ngava Trung Hoa Cong Hoa Nhan Dan Quéc
[Trung Cong]-ba qubc giaanh huong sau dam trén noi tinh Vigt Nam—con c6 nhitng qudc gia
khéc nhu Phép, India[An D6], Poland [Ba Lan] hay vuong québc Ki-td Vatican.

Trong bién khao Tén Gido & Chinh Tri: Phgt Giao, 1963-1967 dudi but danh Chinh Bao, va
tam bt Ngan Nam Soi Mt, ky tén Nguyén Vi, ching tdi da lugc nhic dén van nan “Phién Céng
trong Dinh GiaLong.” (4) Bai viét nay—duoc tu chinh lai trong thoi gian téc gia soan thao tap
Lau Dai Trén Bai Cat, dwatrén tiéu luan Master’s Degree, “ The Vietnam War: Lost or Won?,”
tai Pai hoc Wisconsin-Eau Claire nam 1977, duéi su huéng dan caa cd Giang se Richard D.
Coy—xin duoc coi nhu déng gop thém vao van nan trén. Két luan caa ching téi 1a chua du tu
lidu dé biét rd muc dich caaanh em ho Ngb trong viéc ve van Cong San gitrallc &p luc My ngay
mot nang tir nam 1960. DAu vay, co thé tam thoi két luan rang ho Ngd, qua thanh tich di vang,
kho thé co y dinh tim hoa binh cho tuong lai ciadat nuge vadan toc. Hanh dong caaho Ngd co
thé lamot thir quyet dinh, hoic de doa, “an khdng dwec thi dap dé” dé canh gidc nguoi Myj—
hodc mot céi tat xiéc 1anh tu Bang Cong Hoa ma anh em ho Ngb doén biét dang cd sir ménh |4t
d6 ho. Ciing c6 thé n6 duoc phong dai 1én dé Pai sir Lodge ép Tong Gidm muc Ngd Binh Thuc
(1897-1984) ciing vo chdng Ngd Binh Nhu-Tran Thi Lé Xuan radi, khoi dau mot thi nghiém
méi, hy vong tim ramat chinh pha chéng Cong hitu hiéu hon.



I. TIEP XUC VOl CONG SAN:

Khong ai co thé chéi cai viéc anh em ho Ngé tiép xtc Cong San. Néu thoi diém ho Ngd bét dau
ve van Cong San con gay ban cai, dau mdi bang xwong, bang thit xuat hién tai ngay chinh Dinh
Gia Long sang ngay 2/9/1963 la Mieczylslaw Maneli, Truéng doan Poland trong Uy Ban Qudc
Té Kiem Soét Binh Chién (ICC, 5 dan UBQT/ KSBC). C6 van Ngd Binh Nhu (1910-1963)
ciing tuyén bd véi vién chie tinh bao My, vangay ca cac Tudng mién Nam, nhiéu Ian rang ong
ta—ngoa Maneli—tirng tiép xuc Viét Cong. (5) Tinh bao My, Phap va Viét déu néi vé bUOI hop
mat bi mat véi Pham Hung (Pho Tha tuéng Bac Viét, dic tréch ké hoach théng nhat hai mién
Nam-Bic tir nam 1958). Mot sb nguoi, ké ca Trung ta Nguyén Vian Chau, con tiét 19, di chang
trung duoc bang cé cd thé kiém chizng ndo, nhirng cudc tiép xtc gitta Nhu vacén bo CSBV ngay
tai S4 GOn vao ha tuan thang 10/1963.(6)

Dich than Tong thong Diém, theo Tran Van Dinh—mot cyu théng ngén tai Toalanh sy Nhat &
Hué, co lién he vaéi Diém tir nam 1942, vaxtr ly thuong vu ToaDai s Viét Nam tai Oat-shinh-
tan tor ngay 22/8/1963, dang trén duong qua India nhan nhiém s¢ méi—ciing sai Dinh tiép xdc
mot can bo cao cap cuia HaNoi & New Dehli vao khoang trung tuan thang 11/1963.(7)

A. NHUNG BAU MOI:

C6 nhiéu dau méi Cong San ma Nhu tiép x(c hay ¢é tin datiép xuc.

1. Mieczyldaw Manédli:

Tir muia Xudn 1963, theo Maneli, nhiéu nhangoai giao da yéu cau Maneli gip Nhu. Trong so
nay c6 Dai st Phdp Roger Laouette, Dai st India (An Do) trong UBQT/KSPC, Ramchundur
Goburdhun, Dai sit Italia (Y) Giovanni d'Orlandi vatan Pic st Vatican (Toathanh LaMa)
Salvatore d'/Asta. Ho cho biét dandi véi Nhu vé Maneli, vaNhu ngo y mudn gap. Toi Cha Nhat,
25/8, Mandli duoc gidi thiéu véi Nhu trong budi tlep tan cua Truong Cong Ciru, Vuade ramit
ngoai giao doan nhan dip dugc cu thay Vi Van Mau lam Ngoai truong, viradon tiép Pai sir
Lodge.(8) Ngay sau lan gap so khoi ndy, Maneli voi béo céo vé Warsaw, ddng thoi théng béo
véi Dai sir Lién SO Suren A. Tovmassian ¢ HaNoi vaHaVan Lau, Truong doan VNDCCH tai
UBQT/KSPC. Lau va Tovmassian, theo Maneli, tan thanh. Biéu Maneli khéng néi rd trong hoi
ky latir cudi thang 8/1963 tinh bdo M¥ da biét vé hanh vi “bi mat ai ciing biét” caadai biéu
Poland. Quangady 2/9, Nhu cong khai tiép Maneli tai Dinh Gia Long. Sau d6, Maneli raHa Noi
bao céo. Nhung Warsaw d6t ngot cho Iénh Maneli ngirng gap Nhu.(9)

Ngay chiéu 2/9, C5 van Nhu nhin nhan véi Lodge rang méi gap Maneli hém d6. Theo Nhu,
Maneli hoi co thé béo céo gi véi Pham Vian Bong vé nhirng 1oi tuyén bb caa Charles de Gaulle
(ngdy 29/8/1963), vaHo Chi Minh (thang 8/1963 hoic ngdy 29/5/1963). Nhu tra [i:

“Khong.” (10)

Ngay 2/9/1963 nay, mat béo vién caatinh bdo My—nguoi tirng tiét 16 tin Maneli gap Nhu ti 25/8
tir ngay 30/8-nhan xét rang viéc Maneli va nhan vién Phap (khdng phai canhan Lalouette) 1am
trung gian cho Nhu va Pham Vian Bong |a mot thir bi mat chang diu duoc ai (open secret) trong



gidi ngoai giao Sai Gon da nhiéu thang. Mat bdo vién ndy ciing dugc Maneli nho gidi thigu voi
Nhu nhung tir chdi.(11)

BSn ngay sau, chiéu 6/9, Nhu lai x&c nhan véi vién chirc CIA lad'Orlandi va Goburdhun da
nhiéu Ian yéu cau Nhu gap Maneli. Ngay 2/9, theo Nhu, Maneli khuyén Nhu nén loi dung nhiing
loi tuyén bb cua Charles de Gaulle va Hb dé thuong thuyét voi HaNoi. Maneli néi da duoc
Pham Van Bong uy quyén |am trung gian [authorized by Pham Van Dong to act as
intermediary] . Nhu tra 16i Maneli rang 1oi tuyén bé cua de Gaulle rat “hap dan” [interesting],
nhung chi nhitng nguoi thuc sy chién ddu maéi co quyén néi va hanh dong. Nam Viét Nam lién
két voi My vass ladiéu vo luan khi don phuong do dim sau lung nguai M. Van dé hiép
thuong bat loi cho tinh than chién dau ciing nhu sy théng subt vé chinh tri cua dan chding mién
Nam. Nhu khing dinh khdng thuong thuyét voi HaNéi, chi tiép xuc Viét Cong mién Nam. Nhu
con néi khéng co duong day bi mat ndo véi mién Bic, nhung Maneli va Goburdhun |Gc ndo ciing
san sang.(12)

Nhu thé, dich miéng Nhu hai 1an thl nhgn tirng gap Maneli, ngudi tw nhan 1asir gia caa Pham
Van bong, Thu tuéng Bac Viet—mét hanh dong pham phap ciing nhu di nguoc lai quoc sach
chong Cong.

Ngay 16/9, Thiéu tuéng Tran Thién Khiém mat béo véi M rang cac Tudng ndng 1ong lam dao
chinh hon khi thiy thém nhiéu chirng c& vé viéc Nhu mubn thuong thuyét véi mién Bac. [The
Generalsare. . . becoming increasingly concerned over additional evidence [of] Nhu
negotiating for settlement with North] . Theo Khiém—nguoi tirng ciru gid ché do trong cugc dao
chinh hut ngay 11/11/1960—Nhu tiét 16 v6i mot sé Tudng (nhu Big Minh, L& Van Nghiém) vé
cudc tiép xtc véi Maneli. Maneli ddmang téi d& nghi caiaBong vé viéc hiép thuong gitta Bic va
Nam; va Nhu dang nghién ciru, s& cho cac Tudng biét thém nhitng budc ké tiép. Nhu tuyén bd
Maneli d& hoan toan dudi su sir dung cia Nhu va sin sang bay ra Ha Noi bét cir [Gc ndo duoc chi
thi. Nhu con thém rang Pai sir Php Roger La ouette tirng dé nghi twong ty.(13)

2.Can b “Viét Cong”:

Nhu con thi nhan d& bi mat tiép xuc véi mot sd can bo Viét Cong (hiéu theo nghia Mt Trdn
Dan Tgc Gigi Phong Mién Nam). Mua Xuan 1963, nhan dip phat dong chién dich Chiéu Hoi
(thang 4/1963), Nhu nhiéu 1an khoe don tiép can bo Cong San cao cap ngay tai Dinh GiaLong.
Co6 lan, Nhu chi vao chiéc ghé Pai st Frederick (Fritz) Nolting dang ngoi, néi mot 1anh tu Viét
Cong viramdi roi chd do. Roi giai thich rang dang gap |anh tu Viét Cong dé thuyét phuc ho
mang quan vé hang. Nolting béo céo chi tiét nay vé Oat-shinh-tan, vaxin cho Nhu toan quyén
hanh dong hau thanh 1ap mot chinh phi “maé rong.” Nhung céac ¢6 van caa Kennedy khong hai
long-ho coi d6 gan nhu mot hanh dong boi phan.(14)

Chiéu ngay 24/5, Nhu yéu cau Tuéng Paul Harkins (Tu Iénh M.A.C.-V., hau than co quan quan
vien My, MAAG), Richard G. Weede, (Tham muu truong M.A.C.-V.), John H. Richardson
(CIA) vacb van chinh tri William C. Trueheart vao Dinh Gia Long hop ban vé lién hé véi can bo
CS. Nhu tiét [6 méi nhan duoc tin mat 1a CS viratd chirc mot Hoi nghi can bo chinh tri va quan
sy ngay 19/5/1963 tai don dién Memot trén dat Cam Bét. Mat béo vién caa Nhu tham gia hoi
nghi nay. Két qua, hoi nghi trén quyét dinh rit sau [6] tiéu doan dac cong tir Viét Nam qua Lao
lam nghiavu QUOC té tir ngdy 20/5, vi Lo tro thanh uu tién thar nhat caa Ha Noi vaNam Viét
Nam bi dat xudng hang thir hai. Cac don vi chinh qui s3 rdt vé mat khu Cambodia, hay ngirng



tham chién, giao trach nhiém chién dau cho céc don vi dia phuong vaty vé. Nhu tuyén b néu
béo céo trén chinh xéac, VNCH sg tong tan cong, danh tan cac luc lugng dia phuong, vangan
chan dic cong tir L& dot nhap Nam Viét Nam. Cam dau luc luong dic biét nay laNghé (?). Tai
Lao, Nghé sz lach van caa Tudng Tran Son [Tran Van Tra, hay Chu Huy Man?], Tu [énh Luc
lwong ngoai québc tai Lao.(15)

Chiéu 2/9, Nhu ciing tht nhan véi Lodge rang minh tiép xdc véi Viét Cong. Nhitng can bo VC
nay darat chan nan, muén ngirng hoat dong. Sau thang trudge, mot Dai ta V. C mubn dao ngii véi
ba [3] tiéu doan, nhung Nhu khuyén dng ta ¢ lai bién giéi Lao chd co hdi thuan tién. Mot Tudng
VC & Cambodia ciing mubn gap Nhu. Khéng nhirng V C dang that vong ma con cam thy bi Bic
Vit loi dung.( 16)

CO nguoi cho rang day laloi biadat cia Nhu. Nhan dinh ndy qua voi va Trong hau truong chinh
tri Sa Gon, ludn ludn c6 nhirng man di dém la ling. Khéng thiéu nguoi nd luc “16i kéo nhiing
phan tir Qubc Gia” trong MTDT/GPMN ra khoi sy kiém toa cia Cong San. Trong so nhan vat
duogc coi 1a“ nguoi quoc gia” ¢d Kién tric su Huynh Tan Phét va Luat su Nguyén Hitu Tho. Tur
nam 1948-1949, Y si Lé Van Hoach, mot cyu Thu tuéng Nam Ky Ty Tri (1946-1947), va
Nguy&n Hoa Hiép d& khdng ngirng tim cach dua phan tr quéc gia vé thanh. Mua Thu 1964, Dai
tréng Raymond Nguyén Khéanh—ciing qua Quéc Vu Khanh Lé Vin Hoach—trao dbi thu tir voi
Phét, Tong thu ky MTDT/GPMN, nhung ciing ddng thoi cim dau gudng may tinh béo tri van tai
Sa Gon-Giabinh. M6n quatrao dbi 1avo con Phét 14y tb binh My. Hai nam sau, du dang luu
vong & Paris, Khanh con muu toan méc ndi Nguyén Hiru Tho, dwa Chu tich MTDT/GPMN vé
hdi chinh. Mét trong nhitng trung gian la L& Vian Trudng ¢ Paris, ngudi ty nhan 1a“thuong cap”
cia Tho. Nam 1966, Lodge ciing lot vao mot man ao thuat &m muu dua Nguyén Hitu Tho bo mat
khu.(17) Nam 1967, tinh bao My con mo duong gidy lién lac truc tiép voi MTDT/GPMN bang
céch phong thich vo Tran Buu Kiém, vo Tran Bach Dang, cling mdt can bo cao cap [Truong
Nhu Tang] qua khudn khé trao tra td binh. Tran Bach Bang con nhan duoc mot may truyén tin
dé lién lac truc tiép vai tinh bdo M. Céc gidi chirc cao cap cia VNCH—tur Thiéu, Ky, téi Linh
Quang Vién, Nguy2n Ngoc Loan—déu dugc théng béo vé ké hoach “BUTTERCUP” nay va
quay mét lam ngo. Du luan bao chi Sai Gon tirng mot thoi loan tin VNCH da bit dwoc mot can
bo giao lién cua Viét Cong khi vao Sai Gon tiép xtc Toabai st My. Nhirng nguoi giau tuong
tuong con suy dién ring ké hoach “BUTTERCUP” truc tiép anh huong dén cudc Tong Cong
Kich vaTong Khoi Nghia Tét Mau Than (1968), nén trong nhitng ngay dau Xuan khai lira, céc
don vi My vabdng Minh d& an binh bat dong.

Trong hai nim 1962-1963, chung quanh Nhu c6 kha nhiéu cén bé tinh béo chién lugc CSBV.
Pham Ngoc Thao, va Vi Ngoc Nha chi [ahai nguoi duoc biét nhidu nhat. Loi thi nhan “mac néi
Viét Cong” cua Nhu, boi thé, cin duoc nghién ctru ki cang hon trude khi ¢ mot nhan dinh vo
doan [ sweeping remark] . Cho téi khi ¢ tai liéu ching minh nguoc lai, chiing ta khéng thé khéng
tin 1oi khai caachinh Nhu. (Theo hinh lugt My, 161 tw thi ciza nghi can |a bang chieng rat dang
tin cgy)

3. Phai vién khac cia Ha Ni:

Theo mdt ngudn tin, Nhu con muon ¢6 di san, dé bi mat gap can bo CSBV.



a. Truong hgp Phgm Hung:

Cén by CS dugc William Colby néu dich danh 1a Pham Huing, Uy vién Bo Chinh Tri Bang Lao
Dgng Viét Nam, Pho Thu tudng, tirng 1a Cha Nhiém Uy Ban Théng Nhat. Theo Colby—truong
lugi tinh bdo CIA tai S& Gon nam 1960-1962, Gidm doc So CIA Bong Nam A, Phu ta Gidam déc
ké hoach binh dinh néng thén ¢ Viét Nam [CORDS], vardi Tong Giam doc CIA—nhiéu nam
sau céi chét caa anh em Diém-Nhu, mot Tudng cao cap thugc nhém dao chinh 1963 [Tran Van
DPon?] tuyén bé da nghe tin Nhu gap Pham Hiing vao [thang 2/1963]. Cudc gap mat ndy xay ra
trong giai doan Diém-Nhu ¢ nhiéu di biét lon lao véi My (hau qua cia ban béo céo cia Thuong
Nghi Si Mike Mansfield), vadang nd luc tim céach thodt khoi sir bé tic gitta hai gong kim My va
Cong San.( 18)

Languoi than thiét véi Nhu va chdng viéc thay Diém, Colby khéng trich dan [oi chirng cia
Tudng [P6n?] mot cach tac trach. Mudn béc bo hay “chinh Iy”, can tim ratu liéu van khd Bo
Chinh Tri Dang CSVN, Nga hay Trung Cong chirng minh khéng c6 man di ¢ém, makhéng thé
chi dung 16i nhan dinh v doén 1a“tin don vo can.” Vé chi tiét Pham Hung 1a“nguoi cam dau
céc nd luc cua Cong San tai mién Nam [the leader of the Communist effort in the South] ma
Colby dé cap ciing khdng nhat thiét phai hiéu thu hep nhu Bi thu Trung Uong Cuc Mién Nam
thoi gian ndy [1963]. Nam 1963, Pham Hing, véi cuong vi Phé Thu tuéng, Uy vién B Chinh
Tri, c6 thé duoc ke nhu ngudi cdm dau nd luc ciia CStai mién Nam. Nhirng Nguyén Vin Linh,
V& Toan (V6 Chi Cong), Tran Vian Tra, Tran Nam Trung (Tran Luong), Tran Van Tan (L& hay
Trinh Trong Tan) chi lanhém 10 can bo trung cap (Uy vién trung uong Bang) tai “B”. Cau van
cua Colby cd thé ciing chi nham ghi nhan rang Pham HUng |a nguoi cam dau CS mién Nam khi
Colby duoc mat béo vé chuyén gap g& bi mat Nhu-Hung bn nam nam truéc.(19) Tran Bach
Ding, mot can bo CS cao cap, phu tréch tuyén gido caa Trung Uong Cuc Mién Nam-—nhan vat
chii chét trong ké hoach BUTTERCUP—nGi Vi téc gia nam 2004-2005 la khdng hé tiép xdc voi
ho Ngo. (19b) Nhung co thé Tran Bach Dang hay Thiéu tusng Tran Do khéng dugc théng béo
vé céc gidn diép chién lugc truc tiép nhan Iénh caa Lé Duan hay BCT.

Cudc gap mat Hung-Nhu nay, tuéng nén ghi thém, ciing dugc tinh bédo Phap ghi nhan. Tin tinh
bao thi thuong chi ghi “reliably informed.” Loi chang ciacac Tusng Bon, Khiém, Minh hay
Nghiém c6 murc kha tin ndo s¢ dugc tai liéu van kho bach hdatrong tuong lai.

b. Nhitng ddu méi khéc:

Vai tac gia con ghi nhan dai dién CSBV vao gap Nhu ngay tai Sd Gon, qua trung gian Dai st
Indiatrong UBQT/KSDC “nhiéu lan.” (20) Tran Van Dinh tiét 16 ngay 29/10 dich than Diém chi
thi cho Dinh chuan bi gap mot dai dién HaANoi (L& Dic Tho?) dé do y. Theo du tru, Dinh s3 gap
phéi vién HaNoi ngay 15/11/1963 tai New Dehli, noi Nguyén Co Thach (Pham Van Cuong) giir
chac Tong Lanh sy tir ngdy 26/7/1956. Nhung cudc dao chinh 1/11/1963 khién am muu ndy phai
bo do. Theo Dinh, Diém con din do phai diu kin Nhu.(21)

Nhitng &m muu di dém gitta Nhu véi HaNoi, di nhién, phai nhiéu thoi gian niramai ¢é thé rd
chi tiét, khi tai liéu vian khé Bo Chinh Tri Bang CSVN, Trung Cong, Lién S6 Nga hay Vatican
mé ra cho c&c nha nghién ctiru. Mot sb tu liéu Phép va My hién ciing chua giai mat. Ngudi hoc
sir nghiém tdc khéng thé khéng than trong vé mat tran tinh béo day phu swong mo nghi hoic
ndy, chang nén &p dung cirng ngac thi luat “bang chitng” [evidence] caaluat phap M goi 1a
“hearsay” [nghelai 16i ké cia mot ngudi khac]. Hon nira, co nhitng bang ching khdng thé bai
béc, sau khi phdi kiém lai, cho thiy Diém-Nhu qua thuc d& ve van Ha Noi, tim cach gap dai biéu
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HaNoi, khién My lo ngai rang mot sy thoa thuan Bac-Nam c6 thé tré thanh sir thure véo khoing
cuoi nam 1963.

B. NHUNG BIEU HIEU:

Viéc ve van Cong San HaNoi con cd thé tang bd [corroborate] bang nhiing 161 tuyén b vaviéc

lam cua ho Ngo trong ba ndm 1961-1963 lién quan dén cac van dé “théng nhat vatrung lap,” yéu
cau cat giam linh M§ vatuyén truyén chong My.

1. Théng nhat va trung lap:

Nhitng tai liéu van khé hién d& ma racho nguoi nghién ciru chuatiét 16 rd rang chi tiét vé phan
rng caa ho Ngb vai diéu kién “thdng nhat vatrung lap” maHaNoi ciing nhu MTDT/GPMN
tung rate nam 1962.

Ngd Binh Diém, vao thang 5/1963, tam su véi Dai sir Lalouette rang chién tran s& ty dong tan
lun di, khdng can phai cd thuong thuyét, vi cac 1anh dao mién Bic cam thay duoc su v ich trong
am muu danh chiém mién Nam.(22) Chi tir thang 8/1963, Diém méi co vé tach khoi lap truong
chong Cong, nghiéng vé “trung 1ap.” Ngay 30/8, Diém tri¢u tap Hoi dong chinh phu ¢é nghién
ctru tuy@n ngdn ngdy 29/8/1963 cua Tong thdng de Gaulle, vé giai phép trung Iap, théng nhit,
doc 1ap voi moi anh huong ngoai bang. Réi cho 1énh Viét Tan X & dich tuy@n ngdn trén, in trén
trang nhat ban tin Viét Tan X& Chinh pha Diém ciing cho 1énh Dai st Pham Khic Hy ¢ Paris
xin gap Ngoai truang Maurice Couve de Murville, yéu cau giai thich [ap truang Phap. Mot sb
vién chirc than can Nhu, nhu Quyén Ngoai truang Truong Cong Ciru—duoc Lodge goi 1a“tén
xu ninh khéng hé biét xau hd nhat matdi tirng duoc biét”—n6i véi vién chirc Phép rang ngudi
Viét da hiéu duroc nhitng gi de Gaulle muén néi.(23)

Nhu langudi duy nhit trec hoic gidn tiép dé cap dén trung 1ap. Gan cudi thang 8/1963, Tran
Thién Khiém mat béo véi My rang Nhu tirng tuyén bd véi cac Tuéng (ké ca Dwong Van “Big”
Minh, L& Vin Nghiém) lanéu My cit vién trg, Nhu c6 thé lién lac véi Ha Noi, yéu cau giam bot
cuong do chién tranh, trong khi thuong thuyét mét thoa udce vinh vién. (24) Ngudn tin tinh béo
M§ ngdy 30/8/1963 khing quyét ring it thang truoc ngay Nhu tiép Maneli tai Dinh Gia Long,
Nhu da chu truong trung 1ap hda vathéng nhat Viét Nam. (25) Nhung khi gap Lodge chiéu Thir
Hai 2/9/1963, va John H. Richardson (?) chiéu Thu Sau, 6/9, Nhu minh x&c rang minh cuc luc
chéng trung 14p, vi trung |ap hoan toan di nguoc véi quan diém va chinh sach VNCH. (26)

2. Giam quan s6 M¥:

Viéc doi hoi giam quan sd My dugc Nhu dé cap tir dau nam 1963.(27) Ngay Thir Sau,

12/4/1963, khi tiép chuyén mét vién chic CIA ¢ Sai Gon Nhu tuyén bb can giam tir 500 t6i
3,000 hay 4,000 linh M¥. Nhu néi khi nguoi My mai t6i, nguoi Viét rat kinh né ho vi ho 1am
viéc cham chi, co ky luat va khong gau 6 1an nhau hay véi nguoi khéc. Tuy nhién ky luat dabi sa
s(it, theo thoi gian vanhan sb. Diém d& nhan duoc qué nhiéu [oi than phién. Tusng Ton That
Binh, chang han, than phién rang co qua nhiéu nguodi M.(28) Tai quan trudong S quan tru bi Thu
Prc, trong mia He 1963 duoc luu truyén nhitng viéc lam “anh hung” cua mot sb si quan Viét
chéng lai tha d¢ trich thuong, thuc dan caach van M. Pai ta“Lam Son,” chang han, tirng “gd
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can [gay chi huy] Ién dau mot ¢ van M¥,” hay Tudng Binh “rdt sing doaban” mat nhan vién
CIA MJ.

27. Tinh dén ngay 9/1/1962, quan My & Nam Viét Nam tang hon 100%: Tir 948 ngudi vao cudi
thang 11/1961 1én 2,646 ngudi ngdy 9/1/1962 va dy tri s& 1én 5,576 vao cudi thang 6/1962.
Ngay 30/1/1963, Tuéng Earle Wheeler béo céo My d& co hon 400 cb van cap Tiéu doan va
tuong duong; trén 100 ¢ van tinh; 220 nguoi trong nganh an ninh tai NVN. Gan 300 phi co d&
hoat dong, gom 148 truc thang van tai, 11 truc thang v6 trang, 81 van tai ¢d canh, 13 khu truc
(chién d4u co), 9 oanh tac co hang nhe, 4 tham thinh chién dau, 37 lién lac. Vé quan d6i VNCH,
¢6 196,357 Bo binh, 6,595 Hai quén, 5,817 Khong quén, 5,281 TQLC, 75,909 BPQ, 95,828 Déan
vé; FRUS, 1961-1963, 111, tai liéu 26.

Ngay 22/4/1963, co quan CIA tién doan ché do Diém s yéu cau My giam quén sb tai mién Nam.
Diém vaNhu déu quan tam dén van dé nhan vién My “xen vao” (infringements) chia quyén caa
VN, dac biét [a co quan quan vién [MAAG] vacac don vi Luc lugng dac biét [LLDB] M¥. Pha
Tong théng dang tra hoi nhitng vién chirc phy tréch phdi hop véi M§ vé cac hanh vi cia nhan s
M3.(29)

Hon mét thang sau, trong bai phong van Nhu trén béo Washington Post [ Buru dién Oat-shinh-
tan] sb rangay Chu Nhat, 12/5/1963, Warren Unna thuat rang Nhu mudn khoang 12,000-13,000
quan My s& giam xubng mat nira. Vi theo Nhu, da sd céc ¢d van My tai dia phuong chi thu thap
tin tirc tinh béo, va sy hién dién dong dao caa cd van M§ tao co so cho tuyén truyén caaVC. Do
&p luc ciaM¥, nam ngay sau, 17/5, Diém muon tuyén céo chung [véi Nolting] vé van dé quii tai
trg chdng noi loan [CIP] dé chinh thire cai chinh [6i tuyén bd caa Nhu: S6 nhan vién M§ tai Nam
Viét Nam sz tly thugc vao nhu cau an ninh, kinh té vaxahoi. (30) Ngay Tha Hai, 20/5, Nolting
ciing béo céo 1a Nhu cai chinh rang d bi Unnatrich dan sai lac. (31) Bangay sau nita, 23/5, Nhu
chinh thirc cai chinh rang chi muén phét dong “mot cudc cach mang thuc sy, dé tién dan dén ty
tdc,” nhung da bi hiéu 1am qué nhiéu nhu bai M§ hay bai ngoai. (32)

Ha tuan thang 5/1963, sau khi chao Diém dé vé Phap nghi, Lalouette ciing tiét 16 Diém vaNhu
dayéu cau giam bét s6 ¢o van My.(33)

Ph6 Téng théng Nguyén Ngoc Tho, nguol dugc chinh phu My coi nhu nhan vat c6 the ké vi
Diém trong truong hop bét trac, ciing xa gan khdng muén My giri ¢ van dan s xudng céc tinh.

Manh miéng nhéat 1aLé Xuan. Trong thoi gian di “giai doc” & chau AuvaMy, “Rong Cé” vi
von quéan nhan My tai Viét Nam nhu nhitng tén linh danh thué nho nho [little soldiers of
fortune]. Vo chéng Nhu con ché bai ca binh chiing Luc luvgng Dac biét do Kennedy lap nén; va,
nai thang rang quan doi My khdng thich hop vai chién tranh du kich.

Trong bai phong Van trén to Espresso cua Italla, rangdy 10/10, Nhu tuy&n b6 mién Nam co thé
séng con du My yém trg hay khdng. Nhu chi can céc don vi truc thang vatién, khéng muén linh
M¥ vi binh si My khong c6 kha nang danh chién tranh du kich. Ngay LLDB do Kennedy thanh
|ap ciing chiang c6 giatri gi. Diém vaNhu chong lai viéc dua quan chién dau My vao mién Nam
ké ca trong giai doan nghiém trong nhét trong mua Dong 1961-1962 [sic]. Cuoc chién khong thé
thang duoc voi nguoi My, Vi nguoi My can tré sy chuyén bién céach mang ciaxa hoi, mot diéu
kién tién quyét cua chién thang.(34) Usc mudn ciaa Nhu la My chi cung cip quén vién, phi co,
sting dan, thiét gidp, thiét van xa, v.. v... va giao moi viéc khéac cho ho Ngo.



3. Chéng M¥:

Suét tir dau nam 1950, sau khi 16i nGi vuot song di b 17 ngdy qua Bac Kinh xin vién tro, ngay
3/2/1950 H6 Chi Minh—tirc Linov Nguyén Sinh Con (1892-1969)—dugc Pho Chi tich Trung
Cong Liu Shaogi [Luu Thiéu Ky] cho qua Mat-sco-va gap Josef Stalin, ndi lai tinh than “quéc té
vo san.” Mic di chang trong vong gi Ho, Stalin cho H6 gap mat dé giai thich 1y do giai tan Dang
Cong Sin Bong Duong ngay 11/11/1945, cung lién hé véi tinh bao My, Bri-tén, va Trung Hoa
Tir ngdy nay, H6 nga hin vé khéi Cong San do Lién s Nga cam dau. Ngoai nhirng chién dich
suy tén Stalin, Mao Trach Bong, tai 1ap Bang Cong San dudi bang hiéu Bang Lao Bgng Viét
Nam [LDVN] nam 1951, hay chinh phong, chinh cén, chinh quan, cai cach ruong dat, &p dung
nhitng “ nghi 1é Mao-it” trong doi song thuong nhat, Ho6 chi thi cho thudc ha ddy manh phong
tréo t6 céo “dé qubc My xam lugc.” (35) Sau nam 1954, co quan tuyén truyén Ha Noi ciing ngay
démrara goi sy tro giip cua My cho ché d6 chéng Cong ¢ mién Nam 1a“dé quéc” hay “tan thuc
dan”—du trén thyc chit ca hai phe déu 1a“anh hing khat thic.”

Tir sau cudc dao chinh cia Nhay DU va TQLC ngay 11/11/1960, ché d¢6 Diém bat dau ding thuat
ngi “thyc dan My.” Ngay 17/11, Uy Ban Nhan Dan Chéng Phién Cong caa Truong Cong Ciru,
Ngo Trong Hiéu va Nguyén Van Chau sir dung phwong tién cua chinh phu va quan doi rai truyén
don té céo “ thirc dan My, Anh, Phép” dinh liu vao cudc dao chinh. Bich than Diém té céo voi
Tuéng Lione McGarr, Tu 1énh MAAG, rang ¢6 nhitng phan tir M n6i xau ché do. Nhu thi di
thang vao van dé hon. Trong cudc thao luan véi Lalouette, Nhu nghi M§ nhiing tay vao cudc dao
chinh. Mét trong nhirtng chirng cé laBai st Elbridge Durbrow chi ding rahoagiai, va con cho
Hoang Co Thuy vao bao tai dyng van kién ngoai giao duatrén khoi nuéc. Nhém si quan Nhay
Du thi tuyén b & Phnom Penh laduoc M yém tro.(36)

Béo céo ngdy 18/12/1962 cia TNS Mike Mansfield (1903-2001), Chi tich Khéi dasd Thuong
vién My—nguoi danhicu lan cu nguy che d6 Diém—khien v chong Nhu lai xa gan da kich
“thuc dan.” (37) Ngay 2/3/1963, Diém ciing tuyén bo khdng can hoc hoi gi ¢ Oat-shinh-tan.(38)

Gan cudi thang 3/1963, Nhu cho 1énh Tung va Binh ma chién dich tuyén truyén “chong
M¥.“(39) Lé Xuan muon ngdy L& Hai Ba Trung 1963, vardi to chirc Phong Trao Phy Nir Lién
Ddi [PTPNLD] dé chi trich My can thi¢p vao ndi tinh Viét Nam. Theo L¢é Xuan, duing nén to veé
biét on vién tro cuangoai qudc; vi nhiéu ké vién tro tuong rang chiing c6 quyén pha hay phong
tuc, truyén théng valuat phép lanh manh caa Viét Nam, bién Viét Nam thanh b nhin, du dé dan
ba Viét Nam vao duong sadoa. Vi thé, ngay 13/4/1963, Pai sir Nolting da tir chdi [0i moi |én Ba
Lat nghi cuaL¢ Xuan.(40) Khi duoc tin Henry Cabot Lodge s¢ thay Nolting & Sai Gon, Nhu goi
Lodge |a“Toan quyén,” tudc vi caavién chirc Cam dau Béng Duong dudi thoi “Bao ho” Phép.
[Nam 1961, Diém ciing tirng tuyén bd khéng mudn bién Viét Nam thanh mét x bi bao ho
[protectorate].

Tir cudi thang 8/1963, nir phét ngdn vién ban chinh thirc cua ché do—tuc Lé Xudn—ngay cang
boc 16 ban chat vatu cach dich thyc cia mot ngudi it hoc van, nhung do “Thién ménh M§” va
vién trg My bdng dung lot vao trung tAm quyén luc caa mién Nam. Tong Gidm muc Thuc ciing
hoa diéu vao v bi hai kich ma Cé van An Ninh Quéc Gia My McGeorge Bundy phai chua chét
goi 1&“ con dién cuadng tdp thé ciia mét gia dinh cai tri chuwa hé thdy tir sau [ngay sup dé ciia]
Nga hoang.” (41)

Tuy nhién, cho t6i nay van chua c6 tai ligu vé nhitng dau méi ban xir gitp giadinh ho Ngo ve
van Viét Cong. Co nguoi cho rang Ma Tuyén, mot 1&nh tu Hoakiéu ¢ Chg Lén, ladau moi quan



trong. Lai ¢ tin Albert Pham Ngoc Thuan [sau d6i thanh Pham Ngoc Thao], cuu Gidm déc Mat
vy ciia Uy Ban Hanh Chinh Khang chién Nam Bo (1947-1949), valuc d6 giir chirc Thanh tra Ap
Chién luoc, véi cap Trung t4, 1adau méi khéc. Ngoai ra, phai ké Vit Ngoc Nha cua cum tinh béo
chién luoc A-22, vacéc 6 tri van & Sai Gon dudi quyén Tran Bach Bing, véi nhitng thanh vién
nhu em géi Bo truong Tran L& Quang, V.. V...

C. NGUYEN DO:

C6 nhiéu yéu té dan dén viéc Diém-Nhu ty bién minh thanh “phién Cong.”

1. Giai téa ap lwc My:

Muc tiéu téi hau cua ngudi My 1a duy tri mot mién Nam chong Cong, dé ngan chan
(containment) sirc banh truéng caa Trung Cong va Nga SO xudng ving Bong Nam A (NSC

5405 (16/1/1954), 5429 /2, 5. Paragraph 10-a (22/12/1954,& 27/1/1955), NSAM 111,
22/11/1961). Trén can ban, ngudi My chi yem trg mgt mién Nam chéng Cgng makhdng phai ca
nhan nao. Nhung ho Ngo muén dong héa mlen Nam véi giadinh minh. Kiéu “ sau leng Hién
Phap con co toi.” Boi thé, nhitng 16i ¢ van dé cai thién hanh chinh, kinh té, chinh tri va quan sy
duoc dién dich thanh “&p luc” mién vién.

Trong khi d6, tir nam 1960, ngudi My mubn “rit ngian hon gidy cuong” con ngua kéo cb xe
chéng Cong mién Nam. (NSC 5809 (2/4/1958), 6012 (21/7/1960). Bavan dé dugc nhan manh 1&
dang Can Lao, nhan sy, vamo rong sinh hoat chinh tri. Nguoi M ting nhiéu 1an yéu cau Diém
gisi han quyén luc cuaDang Can Lao, ciing vo chong ¢d van Nhu, Can va Thuc, ciing nhu mo
rong chinh quyén cho nhitng chinh khach chéng Cong. Anh em ho Ngo cuong quyét khéng chiu
nhuong bo. Ho mubn doc quyén “thién ménh M§” va“phép la My.”

Cudc tranh diu cua Phat gido tir ngay 7/5/1963 khién &p luc My ngay mot giatiang. Chinh phu
John F. Kennedy (1/1961-11/1963) cong khai &p lyc Diém phai dap irng nhitng nguyén vong cua
Phat gio, thanh thyc ton trong ban Tuyén cao chung 16/6/1963, vating de doa s tach biét khoi
chinh séch Phat gido cua ché 6 Diém néu c6 thém mot vu tu thidu. Diém-Nhu quyét khdng nhan
nhugng, tim da cach phan ung: Tt bia dat ra viéc Cong Sin ném luu dan (sau sirasai thanh hai
tra min ter leec) truéc Dai phét thanh Hué, dan ép, bit giit nguoi biéu tinh, téi vu céo cudc tranh
dau cua Phat gido do Cong San chi phdi, nham lat d6 chinh quyén. Ca Diém 1an Nhu déu [én én
“dé qubc” [va Cong San] nhing tay vao cudc tranh dau ciaa Phat Gido.( 42)

2. Longai bi M§ bé roi:

Tir nam 1960, ho Ngd khéng con dugc chinh pha M chiéu chudng nhu xwa. Sau cudc dao chinh
hut ngay 11/11/1960, Diém-Nhu bat ¢iu nghi ngo su yém tro ma Bao Pai tirng cay dang goi la
“muloa’ cuachinh phu My, vanhém “Nhitng nguoi ban My caa Viét Nam” [ American Friends
of Vietnam] nhu cuu Tuéng William Donovan, TNS Mike Mansfield, Hong y Francis Spellman,
V.. V... (43)

a. " Sw 4p burc ciia bao chi My :



Biéu khién ho Ngb cuc ky bat mén labo chi My khong nging da kich ché d Diém. Tir dau
nam 1957, bao Foreign Affairs [Ngogi giao] da canh giac du luan M§ vé tinh trang “canh sét tri
& mién Nam.” Nhiéu nguoi cho rang My dang salay, khdng thé chién thiang vai ho Ngé.

Vai hoc gia it nhiéu lién hé véi Pai hoc Cong Lap Tiéu Bang Michigan [MSU], Pai hoc ky giao
kéo ¢cb van cho nhitng ké hoach hanh chinh valuat phép véi Sai Gon, ciing cong b nhiing
nghién ciru bt loi cho ché do nhu Milton C. Taylor trén to New Republic ngay 14/6/1961, va
Frank C. Child trén cling b&o nay ngay 4/12/1961. Dudi mat Diém, nhém MSU chiu tréch nhiém
vé céc chi trich “khong dung su thie, khdng hop 1y, va phéhoai”. Diém va Nhu cho rang céac
gido sy MSU déloi dung co hoi dé nghién ciru lam cong tac gian diép vatung tin béu xau chinh
phu.( 44)

Trong khi d6 mét nhdém ky gia tré nhu Neil Sheehan, Malcom Browne, David Halberstam, v..

V... dugc Trung ta Paul Vann, cung vién chic trong Dinh GiaLong (Tran Kim Tuyén, Nguyen
Dlnh Thuan), va cén bo tinh béo chién lugc Bic Viét (nhu Vi Ngoc Nha, Pham Xuén An) cung
cap tin tirc mat—do nhitng ly do va muc dich khéc nhau—tim céch trinh bay chién cugc vagia
dinh ho Ngb dudi nhirng géc canh bi quan nhit. Soi gidy xuyén sudt qua nhitng bai tuong thuat
cua ho latran chién dang thuava My khdng thé thiang tran véi ho Ngd. Theo ho, Nam Viét Nam
dang tro thanh mot thir “bai lay” hay “cét Iin,” nghiadia caauy tin vadanh du cua siéu cuong
My. (“Chién thang” Ap Bic & M Tho vao dau nam 1963 chi |amét thi du) Qua nhitng cudc
phong van Nhu vanhat 1a Lé Xuan, ho bién vo chéng Nhu-Lé Xuan thanh mot thir quéi vat den
cuaché do.

Trong mét chuyén tham M bi mat, ngay 7/9/1960 Lé Xuan da nho Tudng Edward Lansdale va
CIA bi mat can thiép, cong khai thanh minh cho Lé Xuan vé nhitng tin don vé cin. Tai sao co
quan CIA khong néi Lé Xuan languoi thir tu trong danh séch can tiéu diét caa Cong San (sau
Diém, Nhu va Can). Tai sao nhitng ngudi My khdng hanh dong nhu Tuéng Samuel T. Williams,
Tu 1énh MAAG, con ngudi chi biét 1am bon phan caa minh? Céc nhan vién vasi quan My tai Sai
Gon khéng than thién véi chinh phia VNCH. Khi VC giating tan cong, Pai st Durbrow chang
nhirng khéng tich cuc gitp d& ma chi lo can thiép vao noi tinh cal tri caaDiém. Tha d6 caaMy
vé viéc tranh chap bién gidi véi Cam B6t that khé hiéu. VC dot nhap quanga bién gidi trong khi
M¥ cb tinh ve van Norodom Sihanouk, tang | viéc Sihanouk than thién véi Trung Cong. Nhung
Lansdale chang lam dugc gi gitp vo chdng Nhu.(45)

Vi khong thich bi chi trich, ho Ngb tim du cach phan tng. Tur @p luc Toabai st My can thiép,
toi stir dung to nhat bdo My ngir & Sai Gon, Times of Vietnam [ Viét Nam Thoi Bao], hay vai ky
gia ndi danh nhu Margueritte Higgins, v.. v... dé tra diia. Rdi dan dan dén nhitng bién phép kiém
duyét, truc xuat, vangay ca bao dong—tac hanh hung vade doa truc xuat hay giam giir.(46)

Cubi nam 1961, sau khi Kennedy khéng ddng y giri quan chién diu vao Nam Viét Nam nhu
Taylor da hiravéi Diém, lai con ép Diém phai cai to chinh phu, ho Ngd mé chién dich chéng My
trén béo chi Viét Nam dé canh giac Kennedy vé thir goi 1a“tu do quatron” caabéo chi My.
Trong budi ndi chuyén véi Robert J. Manning ngay 17/7/1963, Nhu nhan dinh rang mot sd ky
gia tré M cd tham vong |4t d6 chinh phi hién hiru dé 1ap mot ché do mai, va “chinh pha Viét
Nam bi béo chi M§ &p buc.” (47)

[XEM PHU LUC 1]
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b. Lo s¢ My thay dai chinh sach:

Tir sau cudc dao chinh hut 11/11/1960, anh em Diém-Nhu-Thuc ludn [uén lo so M§ thay doi
chinh sach.

Trong hai ndm 1960-1961, Dai sir Lalouette it nhat hai 1an do hoi Dai st Durbrow ve viéc ligu
chinh phu M¥ ¢6 thay doi chinh sach vai mien Nam, hoac gia dinh ho Ngb hay chang.

Tinh hinh chinh tri vaquan s tai Lao vadién bién cudc throng thuyét Hiép udc Geneva 1962,
bao dam nén trung lap caa chinh phii lién hiép Lao, ciing khién Diém vaNhu [o sy M§ bo roi
mién Nam. Ngay 19/10/1961, khi gap Lansdale, Nhu khdng dau sy o so rang dién bién & Lao
dugc coi nhu s bo roi chinh sach chdng Cong, va giai két Lién phong Dong Nam A.

[XEM PHU LUC 2]

Ngay 10/7/1962, dich than Kennedy phai viét thu trin an Diém la khéng thay déi chinh séch tir
ngdy nhiém chirc, vasé tiép tuc gitp VN tu bao vé vachién thing CS. Riéng tai Lao, néu khong
trung 1ap, s lachién tranh. Trong budi hop thuong dinh véi Khrushchev tai Vienna ngay 3-
4/6/1961, diéu duy nhat Khrushchev chiu htra véi Kennedy 1 chi bao dam duy tri doc 1ap va
trung 1ap caa Lao. Boi thé Kennedy yéu cau Diém dong y ky hiép uéc Genevavé Lao
(23/7/1962). Sau nhiéu gio thuyét phuc Diém, phai t6i lGc tir Dinh GiaLong tré lai ToaDPai si,
Nolting méi dugc théng béo 1a Diém dong y. (48)

C6 1& vi mdi lo ngai canh canh bén long nay, ngay 21/7, Ngoai truong Vi Van Mau con néu 1én
véan dé ligu Nga S0 c6 kiém ché Trung Cong hay CSVN tai Lao. V4, khi TNS Mansfield hoan tat
ban b&o céo vao cubi nam 1962, phan trng cuaho Ngo gian dir khac thuong—khoi dau mot chudi
nhiing dir ki¢n duoc biét nhu “con dién cudng [hay mé sang] caiamét giadinh cai tri chuating
thay tir thoi cac Ngs hoang.”

Ngoai ra, can dé cap dén khdng khi hoa hodn dic biét gitta My vaNgavao cudi nam 1962, dau
1963. Thang 12/1962, Nikita S. Khrushchev dé nghi hai siéu cuong nén han ché cuoc chay dua
vii trang nguyén tir. Ngay 10/6/1963, Kennedy dap tng bang bai dién van tai Dai hoc American
& Kentucky, k&u goi tién vé mot nén hoabinh thé gigi. Khrushchev hét 101 cangoi, vasau do, dai
dién My, Bri-tén cling Nga bat dau thuong thuyét vé han ché thi nghiém bom nguyeén ta. Ngay
5/8/1963, Hiép udc cam thi nghiém nguyén tir trén khdng gian, trong khi quyén va dudi déy bién
[ The Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapons Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Sapce and Under the
Water] tai Mat-sco-va (14 UST 1313) cang khién Diém-Nhu lo so hon vé su thay doi chinh séch
chéng Cong cia My tai Nam Viét Nam. Trong budi ndi chuyén véi 15 Tuéng tai Bo Tong Tham
Muu ngay 30/8/1963, Nhu tuyén bé mat vu My dang giatang nd luc 1at &6 chinh phii Diém tir
sau ngay ky hiép uéc cam thir bom nguyén tir. (49)

Viéc thay thé Dai sir Nolting biang Lodge véo gitra nam 1963 cang tang thém ndi hai s bi bo roi
cua ho Ngd. Nhu dung tleng “Toan quyén” dé goi Lodge, trong khi Diém hon oan sai Thuéan cho
Truheart biét Diém rat bat man viéc thay dai st My & Sai Gon. vanghi rang My dang thay doi
chinh séch, bat Diém phai 1am theo M¥ hay sg bi loai bo [ Diem thought a new American policy
was involved and an effort to force himto do our bidding or to unseat hirm . Diém ciing tuyén b
dau c6 gui 10 Lodge téi Sai Gon, van phai huan luyén phéo binh ban vao Dinh Gia Long [“ they
can send ten Lodges, but | will not permit myself or my country to be humiliated, not if they train
their artillery on this Palace”]. (50) (Ngay 1/11/1963, Thiéu Gy Hoang Nguyén cua Phéo binh
Sr doan 51a s quan tién sét diéu chinh tac Xa vao Thanh Céng Hoa va mét so muc tiéu khac)
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Phia sau hiu truong chinh tri, Nhu tim cach giang hoa véi Phdp, hy vong dung Phap dé giam bot
&p luc My. (Ké hoach nay dakhoi xudng tir nam 1961). C6 1Gc Nhu con xa gan nhic dén Trung
Cong. V4, dang so hon nita, nudi y dinh ve van Cong San.

C. Lo sg' My bo roi he Ngo:

Méi lo ngai nay chang phai vé bang chirng. Tir sau cudc Trung cau truat phé Bao Dai ngay
23/10/1955, cac vién chic My vadu luan thé giéi dbi dien mot su thuc kho thé chdi céi 1aché do
Diém doc tai, giadinh tri, va gido phiét. Ngay nhitng nguoi than can cii trong nhdm Ban My cua
Viét Nam khéng dau sy hodi nghi kha nang caa anh em Diém.

Ngay 24/1/1962, Gido sy Wesley R. Fishel ciiaDai hoc Tiéu bang Michigan [MSU] tiét 16 ring
ché do Diém d& xaroi quan ching, chong dbi ngay mot nhiéu. Lan dau tién sau bay nam rudi
than thiét vai ho NgO, Fishel cam thay bi quan vé hién tinh VNCH. Trong hai nam rudi qua, tinh
hinh chinh tri, kinh té, & hoi vatam ly daung hoai sau xa. Vé kinh té, nhitng tién bo it nam
trudc bat dau xoay chiéu, phan vi i lut, phan vi VC giatang hoat dong. Nam nay [1962], VNCH
khong xuét cang duoc gao. Trong khi d6, Pang Can Lao cia Nhu xen vao céac hoat dong kinh té,
tao nén nhitng hau qua tai hai. Vé quan su, sy giatang linh M¥ ciing truc thang khién tinh hinh
kha quan hon, nhung chang hicu vu thé dy gitr duoc bao 1au. VC va Trung Cong chic chin sg ¢6
phan tng. Nhiing chuyen tham vung Cao nguyen va dong bang Ciru Long khién Fishel lo ngai
rang VC s& khaoi su tan cong trong vong it tuan nira. Vé chinh tri vatam ly, tinh hinh VNCH
dang & muc thip nhat. Hy vong va su hirng khéi cia nhitng nam 1955-1956 dalim tat. Mot cam
giac han thi phang phét trong khéng gian. Trong vong 4 tuan 18 viéng tham Viét Nam, Fishel da
n6i chuyén véi 118 nguoi quen cii, khong ai thudc thanh phan ddi 1ap, vait nira hai phan ba con
theo Diém nam 1959, tat ca déu bay té mdi so hd chung l1a Cong San dang chién thang (Viet
Cong are coming). Diém ngay cang bi tréi buoc boi “nhirng vung anh hudng ac qui” (evil
influences) chung quanh. Chuaai budc toi Diém lam sai, nhung Diém khdng chiu sradoi nhitng
18i 1am cua nguoi chung quanh. Vai ba nguoi can dam con ¢ quanh Diém khéng dam néi thang
v6i Diém nhirng dieu &u “chdi tai” vi co thé Diém s& cach chuc ho, vacéc “anh hudng &c qui” S8
thay ho bang tay chan chiing. Ai lanhitng anh huang éc qui ndy? Theo Fishel, Nhu vavg [Lé
Xuan] ludn ludn ding dau bang. Ly thuyét caa Nhu d& that bai, nhung ca Diém 1an Nhu chuea
chiu nhin nhan. Lé Xuan-thdng minh, sinh dong, do déy vatan bao theo kiéu Borgia[as brillant,
vivacious, bitchy, and brutal in her Borgia-like fashion as ever]-4am céc giai tang x4 hoi xa céch
ché do cuanguoi anh chong ¢ 1ic ma Diém can s yém tro cua ho. Lé Xuan da bao tro viéc biéu
quyét mot dao luat “trong sach hdaxa hoi;” cam khiéu vii, thubc ngira thai, vakiém soét viéc an
Mac, t6 tinh noi cdng cong, V.. v... Sy 8p dung mu 10a gido diéu Ki-td nay s& khién chiaré céc tin
d6 Ki-td vanhirng nguoi Luong, tao nén si cang thang matruéc do it khi xay ra. Ngoai ra, con
6 nhan vat tham vong Nguyén Binh Thuan, ngudi ciing bi ghé nhu v chong Nhu. Vién tro
M7, theo Fishel, chi gilp nhithg ngon tay vangon chan caa VNCH cir dong; nhung than minh
van bat dong. Néu khdng c6 mot ca kich xtc tAm Iy quan trong trong vai thang téi, khéng con
céch ndo ciru van mién Nam. Theo Fishel, can phai loai bo vo chong Nhu méi hy vong tao nén
duoc cu kich xtc tam ly kha di. (51)

Thuong Nghi si Mike Mansfield, Ianh tu khéi da s, ngudi do dau cuaché do Diém vating ba
lan ciru nguy cho Diém trong hai nam 1954-1955, ciing bat dau doi y. Cuoi nam 1962, sau mot
chuyén tham Viét Nam, Mansfield két luan la My phai duyét xét lai chinh s&ch, vi sau khi datrat
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vao mién Nam nhiéu ti [hon hai ti] My kim, tinh hinh an ninh datro lai véi giai doan Diém moi
[én cam quyen.

Nguyén van: “Indeed, it was distressing on this visit to hear the situation described in much the
same terms as on my last visit although it is seven years and billions of dollars later. Vietnam,
outside the cities, is still insecure place which isrun at least at night largely by the Vietcong. The
government in Saigon is still seeking acceptance by the ordinary peoplein large areas of the
countryside. Out of fear or indiferrence or hostility the peasants still withhold acquiescence, et
alone approval of that government. In short, it would be well to face the fact that we are once
again at the beginning of the beginning. . . . The real question which confronts us, therefore, is
how much are we ourselves prepared to put into Southeast Asia and for how long in order to
serve such interests as we may have in that region? Before we can answer this question, we must
reassess our interests, using the words “ vital” or “ essential” with the greatest realism and
restraint in the reassessment. When that has been done, we will bein a better position to
estimate what we must, in fact, expend in the way of scarce resources, energy and livesin order
to preserve those interests. We may well discover that it isin our interests to do lessrather than
mor e than we are now doing. If thisisthe case, we will do well to concentrate on a vigorous
diplomacy which would be designed to lighten our commitments without bringing about sudden
and catastrophic uphevealsin Southeast Asia.” (52)

Mot sb vién chirc tré tung tin ho Ngd phai radi [ The Ngos must go] . Bai six Durbrow dé nghi
“thay ngua’ mot cach hop phap qua cuoc bau cir Tong théng vao thang 4/1961. Ngay
22/10/1961, Joseph A. Mendenhall, C5 van chinh tri S Gon, dat cau hoi: “ Sy vitng chac caa
chinh pha Diém rasao?’ (“How stable is the Diem government?’) rdi ty tra 10i: “Chinh phu nay
it vitng chic hon so véi sau hay bathang trude, va it vitng chic ngay ca véi tuan trudc.” (“Itis
less stable then it was six or three months ago or even than it was aweek ago;”) Nhitng cudc that
tran trong hai thang 9-10/1961 va céi chét caaDai td[Hoang Thuy] Nam “tao nén tinh trang gan
nhu hoang hét & Sai Gon” (“have produced an atmosphere bordering on panic in Saigon). Theo
Mendenhall, chi c6 hai céch dé thay doi 1a cudc cach mang tai Dinh Boc Lap hay mot cusc dao
chinh bang quan sy. Viét Cong khong du sixc manh 14t @6 Diém trong tuong lai gan. (53)

Tir ndam 1962, c4c vién chiac M lai bat dau nghién ciru mot gidi-phép-khac-Diém. Ngay
16/8/1962, trong phiéu trinh vé tinh hinh Viét Nam, Mendenhall ghi nhan: Luc lugng Viét Cong
(VC) datang tir 2,000 vao cudi nam 1959 |én 20,000 trong nam 1962. Chinh phi chi con kiém
soé duoc thanh phd va céc tinh, quan li. Tinh trang an ninh ngay mét tdi té hon. Téng théng
Diém vasu yéu kém caa dng tala nguyén nhan chinh caatinh trang thod hda. Hai nhuoc diém
cua chinh phu Diém l& (1) Chinh quyén té chac khong hitu hiéu, hau qua caaviéc Diém khdng
c6 nhitng quyét dinh dirt khodt, khéng chiu chiaxé bét tréch nhiém, khong co hé théng chi huy,
khong nhin nhan 15i 1am vathiéu tin teong; va (2) thiéu kha nang 16i kéo quan ching vi Diém
khong c6 nhitng dac tinh cia mot nha chinh tri. Bé chién thang VC, can mat chinh quyén hitu
hiéu hodc phai dugc dan chiing mén mo, nhung Diém thiéu ca hai. Ap Chién luoc khong dat
dugc nhirng két qua mong mudn. Dan chting khong duoc béo vé kip thoi vadiing mic; chinh
séch Ap chién lugc khién mat 1ong dan hon 16i kéo ho vé phiachinh quyen Chinh phu ciing
chang quan tam gi dén céc khia canh x&hoi vakinh té trong cac Ap Chién lugc. Chang c6 co hoi
nao khién Diém vaNhu thay doi. Diém da gia(65 tum) vakhdng bo duogc 1& 16i quan lai. Diém
vaNhu déu nghi rang ho biét nguoi Viét hon ai hét, vi thé it khi nhan [oi khuyén can. Ca hai déu
khong tin cay nguoi ngoai giadinh vaho khdng thé thay doi nguyén tac “ chia dé tri.” Khéng thé
thang VC véi céch 1am viéc caa Diém-Nhu, vadu &p luc cach ndo di nira, Diém-Nhu ciing khong
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chiu thay d6i 18 16i 1am viéc. Bé nghi: Loai bé Diém, ver chang Nhu, va tdt ca nhing nguoi
trong hg Ngo. (54)

Phé Phy ta Ngoai truong dic tréch Vién Bong vy, Edward E. Rice, phé binh: “C6é vé nhu mot
viéc rat phuc tap vakhodng dé gir bi mat trude khi thi hanh.” Ngay 17/8/1962, Bach Cung quyét
dinh riang béo céo thang 5/1961 caa PTT Lyndon B. Johnson |a cian ban cua chinh sach Viét
Nam: Chinh phi Kennedy tiép tuc 1am viéc véi Diém vi chuatim dugc ngudi thay. (55)

Bic bigt, quyét dinh thay Dai sir Nolting bing Lodge véo thang 6/1963-giira con khiing hoang
Phat Giao—cang tang thém noi hai sg bi bo roi ciaho Ngb. (56)

3. Bung cham ca nhan véi My:

Sy cing thiang lién hé voi My trude hét 1ado quyén loi canhan caaho Ngd. Anh em ho Ngd
khong thé hiéu ni tai sao nguoi My yém tro nhiét tinh mién Nam ma khong tiép tuc ang ho moi
ké séch do ho dit ra, vanhét 1akhéng thiy dugc mot chan ly: Ho Ngd dong nhat thé véi ché do
chéng Cong Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

a. Mgc cam “vg tinh”:

Viét Nam Cong Hoa la mét thuc thé chinh tri do M§ 1ap nén vacan vién trg My dé ton tai, vao
khoang 200-400 triéu MK mdi nam vangady cang giatang. Ho Ngb hiéu rd diéu ay hon bat cir
mot ai tai Nam Viét Nam. N6i cach khéc, ban chit lién hé gitta Nam Viét Nam vaLién bang M¥$
lalién hé vé tinh chién luoc, hay patron-client [6ng chu vaday t6].( 57)

Trén can ban day latha lién hé bat binh dang, gira nguoi cho vangudi nhan. Nhung ho Ngo |ai
muon duoc nhin ngam va hanh xir nhu 18nh tu mot quoc gia hoan toan doc 1ap, c6 kha nang tu
tdc, tu cuong, mot “chi si,” “18nh tu anh minh” caatoan quéc dan Viét Nam. Trén ndéc mot
doanh trai truong Si quan trir bi Thu Buc, chang han, c6 mot khau hiéu khong 16: “ M4t 1anh tu:
Ngd Binh Digm; Mgt Iy tuwgng: chéng Cgng.” Trong cac rap chiéu béng, moi dau xuat phim, ai
nay phai dung |én nghiém chinh chao qudc ky va suy tén Ngb Tong thong. Nhirng loi “co van”
cua My, bai thé, khong dugc dén nhan mot cach coi mo, phuc thién, mathuong tiém an mic
cam xin xo, nho va. Hé théng tuyén truyen Cong San—ngay dém rara béu riéu ché do Diém 1a
“bu nhin,” “nguy quyén,” “tay sai dé quéc My,” “budn dan ban nuéc”—khoét sau hon sy ngan
céch gitraho Ngb vai chinh phi M§. (Thuc ra, ché ¢ VNDCCH ciing chiang vinh dy gi hon-ndi
theo Trudng Chinh vaNguyén Ngoc Minh [Tran Van Giau], chi 1amot tién don caa Trung
Cong, véi nhiém vy chong My dén nguai Viét Nam cubi ciing, doi lay vai chuc ti vién trg sudt
cudc chién)

Ngay 12/4/1963, khi tiép chuyén mot vién chirc CIA ¢ Sai Gon [Richardson?] Nhu tuyén bb gan
tron doi Diém d& chdng lai su d6 ho cua Phép [sic], that té nhi [sensitive] néu su tro gilp ciaMy
ham chira bong téi caatinh trang bi bao ho hay “ condomunium.” Khéng thé dinh ché héalién hé
My Viét. Ngoai van dé dinh ché [institutional] valuat phép [juridical], Nhu sin sang hop téc
chat ché véi My. (58)

Vo trung tuan thang 9/1963, co quan CIA trinh 1én Kennedy “Véan dé Nhu” [Problem of Nhuj
nhu sau: Nhu cé tinh than chong My, cao bugc My lathyc dan, phong kien, dang muon bien
Nam Viét Nam thanh chu hau. Nhu tung tin mét s6 vién chicc My nam trén danh sach sg bi thu
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tiéu. Nhu néi rang My phai giam &p luc vi dang de doa nén doc 1ap cia Nam VN. Nhu lién tuc
n6i dbi véi Lodge va chanh sy CIA Sai Gon vé vai trd ciaminh trong cudc tin cdng chiia chién
(20/8/1963). Nhu thurong néi néu My cat vién tror sé ¢d nguon vién tro khac. Néu khong co vién
tro, Nhu sé tim cach thuong thuyét véi Ha-Ngi. Tin Nhu bat dau thurong thuyét véi Ha Ngi lan
truyen réng réi, khién tinh than binh si hoang mang. Nhu tin rang chi ¢c6 Nhu méi ciu duoc Viét
Nam.( 59)

b. Khéc biét trong wéc muén vién tro:

Trong giai doan 1955-1959, kinh vién cia My cho Viét Nam dugc quan tri qua qui song hanh

[“ counterpart fund” financing] : Cac nhanhap cang Viét s& muahang hda can thiét (nhu phan
bon, thép, may méc, xe hoi vaxi-mang) qua chuong trinh nhap cang. Chinh phu My S3 tra tién
truc tiép cho c&c ngudi ban; va cac nha nhap cang Viét s& tra bang tién Viét Nam vao mot qui
song hanh dic biét. Qui ndy s3 xuét chi cho chinh phu Nam Viét Nam trén nhitng diéu thoa
thuan, dac biét latra lwong quan nhéan, cdng chirc. Khoang 80% qui song hanh dac biét dung cho
viéc qubc phong. Tir nam 1955 t6i 1959, vi triét dé ton trong nén doc lap caia VNCH, nguoi My
khong hé ramat diéu kién nao dé doi lay vién tro, ngoai trir chinh séch chéng Cong. Vi khéng co
diéu kién tién quyét, nén My kho &p luc dugc Diém. Nhung tir nam 1956, Nhu thuyét phuc Diém
dung vién tro My dé phét trién dang Can Lao. Roi dén Giam muc Thuc muén ding vién trg My
cho céc gido muc. Theo Chester Cooper, mot nhan vién Hoi dong An Ninh Qubc Gia My, “Tir
d6, khoi dau sy tham nhiing do chinh phu bao trg 1am liing doan mién Nam duéi ché d¢6 Diém.”
(60) (Thuc ra, tham nhiing va hoi mai quyen thé 1a mét di san hang ngan nam cuia cac nuéc A
Chau, bat ké mau sic y thizc hé hay ton gido—tir Ki-td Philippines, Phdt gido Thai Lan va
Myanmar, toi ISlam ¢ Indonesia va Malaya, “ dinh huong xa hgi chi nghia” ¢ Trung Cong, Viét
Nam hay Bdc Han).

Trén nguyén tac, ho Ngd khéng hai 16ng véi cach vién trg cia M. Thir nhat, vién tro My khéng
th&o khoan cung mét 1ic ma chi thao khoan theo thoi ky, cho tirng chuong trinh vién tro.

Thi hai, vién trg My chi dugc ding d¢é mua hang M, chuyén cho bang cac phuong tién cia My.

Thir ba, mién Nam chi nhan dugc vién trg My vacéc nuoc d6ng minh than thiét nhu Bri-tén,
AustraliavaNew Zealand. Phap vién trg rat gisi han ve van héavaky thuat. Cac nuse Tay Au
nhu Tay Germany [Dtc], Holland hay Nhat chi yem trg rat gioi han.

Ho Ngb muénrdu*qc vién tro theo kiéL} Lend-Lease [mua/thué tra dai han], hay cho vay dai han
véi 18 xuat thap nhung My khong chap thuan. (61)

Chiéu ngay 2/9/1963, Nhu con 13p lai ring muon dwoc vay dai han, véi |4 xuét thap, hon lavién
tro. Nhu the nguoi M¥ tranh dugc trach nhiém vé nhitng gi nguoi Viét lam.( 62)

Chu d& Nhu wathich nhét 1alam mot cudc cach mang tién téi tu lwe vaty tie. Nhung, nhu Nhu
than phién véi Dai sir Nolting vao ha tuan thang 5/1963, Nhu d& bi hiéu lam quéa nhiéu la bai
ngoai hay chéng M. Nhu nhan manh rang chi lam mét cudc cach mang thuc sir (kiéu mdi gia
dinh mot miéng dat trong khu vec Bong Thap Mudi va céc chién khu C, D, v.. v..., hay khau
hiéu “tam gi&c,” “tam tdc”) nhung bi hiéu 1am, va pha binh bai nhitng ké bén 1&. (63)

Tir thang 9/1963-sau khi bi M§ &p luc roi nudc-ve chong Nhu-Lé Xuan con tuyén bo khong can
viéntrg My. Trong ba phong van trén to Espresso cua Italia, ngay 10/10, Nhu tuyén bo mién
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Nam c6 thé song con dii c6 My yém tro hay khong. Nhu muon My doi xi véi Vigt Nam nhur
Yqugosl avia,‘viér) tro tien nhung khong can thiép vao noi bd. “Néu nguoi My cat vién trg, chua
han daladicu xau.” [If the Americans interrupt their help, it may not be a bad thing after all].” (
64)

Ngb Trong Hiéu ciing tuyén b “Chung tdi khdng can ngudi My, trén ca phuong dién kinh té.
65)

A9

c. Khac bigt trong triét ly hanh déng:

Ho Ngb tin rang chi ¢ ho méi biét chdng Cong mot cach hiru higu. Theo ho, nguoi M khdng
biet gi nhieu vé Viét Cong. (66)

Ho Ngb ciing tin rang khong thé &p dung thé ché dan cha kiéu “mét chinh phu bao gbm nhiéu
khuynh huéng chinh tri qudc gia” Diém chu truong doc tai hay trung wong tap quyen theo kiéu
Cong San Bic Viét, nhung chi khoac cho né [6p xiém do dan chu tugng trung, trén g ay to. Hién
Phép 1956, chiang han, danh cho Diém quyén uy toi thugng, nhu ban hanh cac sic luat can thiét
trong truong hop 1am nguy. Mot quan sat vién ngoai qudc, vén ¢ lap truong chong Cong viing
manh, goi ché do VNCH laché d6 “ Cgng Hoa Nhan Dan chong Céng” duy nhat trén thé gi 6i;
vatrong vong 24 gio, néu nguoi tathay di laqudc ky [nén vang basoc do], né s glong hét mién
Bac. Trong khi d6, du luan M§ néi lién vién tro véi tinh than dan chi thuc su, va chang wathich
gi loai “dan cha Nhan Vi, cham tién” ciaaho Ngb. So di nam 1954-1955, chinh phii Eisenhower
coi Diém nhu canhan duy nhat xiing dang duoc nhan vién trg My vi ho tin rang doc tai ban xu
khong xau bang thuc dan Phép, va céc vién chirc M ty tin c6 kha nang “uén nan” Diém theo
con duong dan chi. Nhung tir Dulles téi Rusk déu sai 1am. Chang nhitng 1a“mot nhatién tri
khong c6 loi rao giang [a messiah without a message] ” Di¢m con nang mang tinh than “thanh
chién Trung C6” [ medieval crusade] . Diém vira chong Cong vira nang mang tu ti mac cam voi
céc 1anh ty Cong San, trong khi danh giathap moi t6 chic va ca nhan chbng Cong khéng Ki-to.

Ngay 12/4/1961, Diém tuyén bd véi ky gia Joseph Alsop rang chinh phit My khéng yém tro
Diém dung céach.( 67)

Ngay 6/1/1962, khi gap cac vién chicc My, Diém ciing qui tréch cho [6i 1am caa M khién khdng
chbng Cong hiru hiéu. Theo Diém, sai 1am caa M 1akhdng chip thuan dé nghi xin tang 20,000
quan VNCH trong chuyén qua My nim 1957, coi Bao An nhu luc luong canh sét thén qué hon
la quan doi; khéng xay dung céc truc 16 chién lugc ma Diém dé nghi. Xen ké vai céc phé binh
trén lamot cudc doc thoai mién man vé thanh tich va kinh nghiém 40 nam chdng Cong: tirng bi
Viét Minh bt giir sau nam 1945 va bj giam trong mot vang rirng ndi Bac Viét; Iy do tir quan
nam 1933 lado l4p trudng chéng ca thuc dan 1an Cong San [ Diem’s anti-colonialist and anti-
communist convictions led to his withdrawal fromthe French civil service]; va, tir nam 1922, khi
khoi dau hoan 16 véi chire tri huyén, Diém d& chéng Cong va nghién ciru vé Cong San qua cac
tai liéu 4n hanh ¢ Switzerland [Thuy Si]. Subt 40 nam ké tiép, 1ap truong nay khong thay doi.(
11:41-2) Nhung ngdy 26/1/1962, Phy ta Giam doc Vién Dong vy, S Quoc té An ninh vy cia Bo
Qudc Phong My [Far East Affairs, Office of International Security Affairs, DOD], Kent, nhan
Xét:

Diém langudi khéng biét san xé quyén luc; khong biét hoa hai hay nhan nhuong; 6 4o tuong vé
su toan nang caa minh. Diém lamot 6ng quan qua huan luyén vathira ké. Ong tatu cho minh &
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chinh nghiia, dugc than linh hudng dan. Ong ta ¢ 1§ thiéu kha nang nhan hiéu rang loi ich quéc
giaViét Nam s8 duoc phuc vu néu dng tarodi bo quyén lyc. Viéc nhing tay vao quan sy cua 6ng
takhién viéc 1anh dao va chi huy bi thiét hai nang. Ong ta khéng co kinh nghiém vé quan su.”
[“Diem is psychologically unable to delegate authority; He is unable to compromise; He has
illusions of omniscience. Heis mandarin by training and inheritance. His conviction of self-
righteousness. He believes that he enjoys divine guidance. He is probably incapable concluding
that the best interests of Vietham would be served if he relinquished power. His hands on the
military made the leader ship of the armed forces seriously suffered. He lacks military
background.” (11:60-2) (68)

Ho Ngb khdng thé chip nhan nhirng thir quéi la nhu “ty do béo chi” (tu do quatrén, tu do thiéu
tréch nhiém). Cudi nam 1961, ho Ngb cho béo chi VN tan cng chinh pha M§ dé day My mot
bai hoc vé céach kiém soét béo chi. Bau nam 1962, Diém con dinh viét thu cho Kennedy than
phién vé sy “l1ong hanh” caa béo chi My.( 69)

d. Ky thi chsing téc:

An tang dudi sy chong My am tham, tham sau trén laméc cam bai ngoai [xenophobia] . Nguoi
Viét thuong cd thoi quen coi ngudi ngoal qudc nhu “moi rg” hay * ngu xuan,” “kho khao.” Tiéng
thong dung nhét trong dan gian vé mot nguoi My 1a“moi dado.” Tleng thong dung trong gIOI cod
quyén chic 1a“ban tay 16ng 14" Nhiéu si quan cho rang cd van My chang c6 gi dé “cd van”

dugc ho, vi ho lanhiing nguoi tirng “day dan kinh nghiém tran mac”—nhu ¢6ng don, khai théng

truc 19, v.. v... dudi sy che ché cuadao quan vién chinh Phép.

Ng6 Binh Nhu nhiéu hon mot 1an ché nguoi M§ “mudn gitp” ma*“chang hiéu md té gi ca.” ( 70)

Mac di Nhu c6 1an khang dinh véi vién chirc My lakhong c6 tinh than bai ngoai hay chong M3,
viéc lam valoi néi cia Nhu biéu 16 quard rang nhirng catinh nay.

e. Mdc cam ter ton “van héa”
Anh em ho Ng6, dac biét [a Nhu, con mang thém mac cam tu tén van hoa

Ngb Binh Diém, vi chi dau Trung hoc dé nhat cap [Dipléme]—khoi dau hoan 16 bang chirc ciru
phim tap 4m tai Tan thu vién Hue nam 1917, vatrong vong 8, 9 nam thang tién Ién chirc Tuan
vii Phan Thlet—nang mang tinh than Ki-t6 Vatican trung co, phang phét thir luan Iy Nho gido pho
thong. Boi thé, di ngudng mo xahoi M§ vanén van minh My, Diém khong chap nhan duoc nén
van héa phép tri, s biét phan giita nha nudc va gido hoi, hay bau khdng khi “dan chu qua trén”
cuanuoc My.

Tung tét nghiép truong cb ngit Chartes  (Chuong trinh quan tha thu vién vavan khd) tai Paris,
Nhu quen n6i vavi ét tleng Phap hon tiéng Viét. Ngay vo va cac con Nhu déu theo hoc truong
Phap. Nhu cho riang nén vin hoéa Ki-td/thuoc djia mathé hé minh thu huong cao tham hon nén
“van hdadado.” Thir mac cam nay phan ndo vay muon tir nguoi Phédp. Nhu, theo mét nguon tin,
khdng chiu hoc tiéng M¥, va chi chiu déi thoai véi c&c vién chicc M bang tiéng Phép hay qua
céc théng ngbn.( 71)
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Mac cam ty ton van héatrén, thuc rado [ong tu ti mathanh. Buoc huan luyén & Phép trong thap
nién 1930, trd lai sdng trong x& hoi bao ho vardi mot xa hoi nira-thuéc-dia dang bi chién tranh
tan phatrong hai thap nién 1940-1950-tirc mot x& hoi cham tién hay kém phét trién

[underdevel opped] , theo céch dién ta caa Nhu—nén Nhu chua co dip nghiém chirng nén van héa
k§-nghé-hoa cia mot siéu cudng, véi nhitng phét kién duanhan loai vao mot cudc cach mang
khoa hoc chura hé c6 tién &, mot nén vin hoavat ban thuc dung, thang vuot khoi thir nén vin héa
vat ban/Ki-t6 cirng dong cua Au Chau. Nhu ciing chuatirng cam nhan duoc su chuyén van caa
mot x& hoi thuc sy doc 1ap, phép tri hién dinh. Tém lai, Nhu chang hiéu gi vé ngudi My, vin hda
M, cu tric x& hoi My ngodi nhitng cam nhan binh dan. Mic cam ty tén caa Diém-Nhu, ngan
vagon, lathu ty ton van héakiéu Trung ¢b.( 72)

Vo Nhu, mét phu nit chuakip tét nghiép trung hoc, ciing lay cé bénh “ty ton van héa’ trung co
ndy. Chung qui ciing do ho bi vy bua tir hudng bang nhitng vach da “ngu dbt sic s vadiéu
ngoa hao nhoang” lanh 1&o cuanhiing giai tang tu nhan 1a“sang ca” [elite] caa cac xa hoi thuoc
diamaNhu rat thich goi 1a“cham tién” [underdeveloped] .

Lamét giadinh thiang tién vuot mirc nho theo dao Ki-t6, hét [ong phuc vu bao ho Phap, lai ¢6
mot nguoi di tu 1én téi chac Gidm muc tir nim 1938, ho Ngd cho rang toén gido Ki-td caaho 1a
chan ly, vatam niém ring tat ca nhitng nguoi theo dao khéc déu 1a &c qui (Satan). Théi do kiéu
ngao, cira quyén cua Diém-Thuc dbi xir voi céc gido phédi Cao Pai, Hoa Hao trong thap nién
1950 vardi Phat gido tir nam 1956 t6i 1963 la nhitng bang ching cu thé. Cudc dau tranh caa
Phit gido trong nam 1963, bdi thé, dugc nhin ngam vakét toi nhu &m muu chdng lai chinh
quyén, do Cong San va “nhitng tén phiéu luu quéc té&” giat gidy. Anh em ho Ngb tim du céach
trinh bay cudc tranh dau Phat Gido dudi nhitng géc canh xau xi nhat—nhu céc nha su d bién nha
chua thanh nha chira, c&c s ni khdng tu thiéu ma da bi muu sét, va hanh dong tu thiéu chang la
gi khéc hon “nudng thit su,” v.. v... —nhirng |01 tuy@n bé mabat ctr ai ¢ lwong tAm va gido duc
giadinh co ban ciing kho thé phét biéu, néi chi nhitng nguoi dang thue s cam quyén mot ché
d6.( 73)

4. Niém tin vao “ Ap Chién Lwoc”:

Chinh thirc phét dong & Nam Viét Nam tir nam 1962, ké hoach Ap Chién Lugc chi lamot mo
hinh cai té hién dai trong nd lyc tri an tir ¢d xwa. Hinh théi so dang nhat 1a céc don vi “don dién”
maNguyén Tri Phuong d& thyc hién tai mién Nam trong thap nién 1850. Dong ho Ngb d& co
kinh nghiém giatruyén nay tir Ngd Binh Kha, cha ho, mat thoi 1a phy ta cia Kham mang tiét ché
Nguy&n Than khi d¢anh dep phong trao Can Vuong/Khéng Phép trong hai nam 1895-1896 ¢ Ha
Tinh/Quang Binh. Pai cuong, ké hoach ndy nhim loai bo nhitng cén bo ddi nghich nam viing
khoi dan chiing, 6n dinh tinh hinh an ninh/trat tu tai cac x6m thdn, song song véi viéc truy 1ing
vatiéu diét cac don vi vii trang dbi nghich. Y niém nay duoc cai thién dan theo kinh nghiém
danh dep Cong San trong thap nién 1920 vadau thap nién 1930 cua Phap ma Diém da hang say
tham dy, thiang quan tién chirc vuot mac théng thuong, nén, néu tin duoc 101 chirng cia Ngd
Binh Thuc, Cong San phai giri sét tha nguoi Hoa ratan Phan Rang thanh toan, nhung Diém chi
bi thuong. Dau thap nién 1940, Phép sir dung chién thuat “vét 1ang” tai ving thuong du Bic
Viét. Bau thap nién 1950, Tha hién Nguy@n Hitu Tri thuc hién khu tri mat Dong Quan, va céc
lang chién dau ¢ ddng bang Bic Viét.
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Tur nam 1961, Ngd Binh Diém déa chon ké hoach cua Robert Thompson, mdt chuyén vién Bri-tén
tirng thanh cong trong viéc diét Cong ¢ Malaya, 1tc d6 cam dau Boan c6 van Bri-tén tai Sai Gon.
Nhung ké hoach Ap Chién Luoc cia Diém-Nhu dugc td chirc qui md hon, trén binh dién quéc
sach.

Nhitng thing l¢i nho nho vao dau nam 1962 khién ho Ngb lac quan thé qué. Thuc ra, nhitng
chién thang nay phan 16n do viéc tang cuong hoaluc My (thiét van xa, truc thang, khu truc, bom
dan, vanhat lathudc khai quang ma Diém nhiéu Ian thic duc M§ sir dung, trong khi Tong théng
Kennedy khong hoan toan ung hd vi bi ét rd nhirng hau qua té hai cho méi sinh), va chién thuat
“diéu hau” (46 quan bang truc thang). Ho Ngb ciing khdng thé dy doan duoc phan ng cua
CSBV nham pha hoai qu00 sach nay: Gai nhan vién tinh bao chién luoc tim hiéu va pha hoai,

van dong dan chiing pha Ap Chylen Luoc, vanhat 1a s dung co quan tuyén truyén quéc té, qua
Ngava Trung Cong, dé 1&n an Ap Chién lugc 1a“trai tap trung,” V.. V...

Boi the, ho Ngo tin tuong rang Ap Chién Lugc, mot khi hoan tat va ciing co, s& khién Bac Viét
tu dong ngung lai tham vong chiem mien Nam bang vii luc.( 74)

Ngay 30/8/1963, Lalouette ciing san xé véi ho Ngd nhan dinh cha quan riang cudc chién tranh du
kich s& sém két thdc trong vong 1, 2 nam. Viét Cong hién dang chan nan vatinh thin mién Bac
xudng thap. Khi cugc chién du kich cham dut, chinh lamién Nam, Idc ay s& manh hon mién Bic,
s& dé nghi hiép thuong, trao d6i gao mién Nam lay than mién Bac. Diéu nay cd thé dan téi viéc
thdng nhat dat nuéc voi mién Nam vuot thing [“In a year or two the guerrilla danger might be
ended. The Viet Cong are very discouraged and moraleis very low in North Vietnam. . . . When
the guerrilla war is ended, it might be for the South Viethamese, who would be stronger than the
North Vietnamese, to propose trading some of their rice for North Viethamese coal. This might
lead towards a unified Vietham with South Vietham the dominant el ement. But all of thiswas
remote.” ]. Léi suy luan don gian, kiéu thap nga ndy, ching to ca Diém-Nhu 1an Lalouette chang
biét gi hoic danh giasai 1am vé kha nang kiém soét dan ching hay quyét tam nhat thong dat
nudc cia chinh phu VNDCCH vabang CSVN. La ouette ciing nhu ho Ngd ciing chang biét gi
vé ba hoc lich sir can kim Viét Nam: Vi cha triong thong nhat ba mién, Hé d chap nhan
chién tranh chéng Phap nam 1946. (75)

Chiéu Thir Sau, 6/9/1963, Nhu tuy@n bé véi nhan vién CIA ring chién tranh du kich s& nghiéng
vé phiamién Nam vao cudi nam 1963 vatrong twong lai VNCH va My c6 thé thuong thuyét véi
mién Bic & thé manh [at some future time SYN and US might be able [to] negotiate with North
Vietnam from position of strength] . Khéng mot chinh phi ndo, theo Nhu, ¢6 thé thuong thuyét
véi mién Bac du cdng khai hay bi mat, ngoai trir truong hop dé thing cudc chién tranh du kich
vaciing khéng véi diéu kién trung 1ap ma phai trong khuén khé mot mién Nam manh tim céch
két hop mién Bic vao Thé Gigi Tu Do. (76)

Thuc té, viéc thuc hién Ap Chién Lugc khong tién trién tét dep nhu ho Ngb 4o tusng. '
Ngay1/5/1963, Rufus Phillips, Phé Giam déc USOM, nhan dinh rang mac du trén ly thuyét Ap
Chién Luoc that tuyét hao, nhung viéc thuc thi gip nhiéu kho khan 16n: thiéu su hiéu biét vé
nguyén tac Ap Chién Luoc, vathiéu y chi thuc hién. Céc vién chirc moi cip khién dan chiing xa
lanh hon langa theo chinh phu. (77) Vao thang 9/1963, Phé Tong théng Tho van hoai nghi hiéu
qua cua ké hoach Ap Chién Lugc, vanhan xét rang toan quéc chi ¢ chirng 20-30 4p duoc phong
thi tot. Dan ching khéng chi ¢ lai céc lang x6m vi bi VC de doamavi ho bat man chinh phu.
(78)
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5. Dw doan sai lac vé thuc lwc Cong San:

Khong kém quan trong, cudc chién chbng Cong dang bi that loi. Viét Cong khong nhitng chi
khung bd, &m sét cac vién chac hanh chinh ndng thén héo 1anh, ma con dam tan cong ca nhitng
don vi l6n cia VNCH. Céc tran danh TuaHai (Tay Ninh, 1960), Pleiku (cong truong lam duong,
1960) hay Quang Ngai m¢i chi 1a khai dau. Bang so hon nira, Viét Cong tro thanh nhitng bong
ma, khi an khi hién bat thuong. Du kich Cong San hoan toan nidm thé cha déng.( 79)

Nhung ho Ng6, nhu da lugc nhic, van ca tin rang phe mién Nam dang thiang to, va ¢ thé giai
phong duoc mién Bac. Niém tin ndy di nguoc véi thuc té chién truong.

Dé dép ung sy tang giavién tro quan sy My, BV didu dong mot sd binh doi tir Lao vao Viét
Nam, vatang cuong thém can bo. Ngay 25/12/1959, toan cén bo hdi két B-500, gom 25 ngudi,
|én duong vao Nam. Cam dau 1a Tu Chuong (Tang Thién Kim, sau ndy |a Trung doan truong
Q.761); bang Ngoc Si (sau nay la Tu [énh dac cong B-2) lam Phé. Hoat dong & Cao nguyén, téi
mién Nam vao dau thang 12/1960.( 80) Theo tai licu CS, tir 1961 t&i 1963, hon 40,000 can binh
duoc dwavao “B” [mién Nam], cling 165,000 vii khi du loai, du trang bi 73,000 tan binh mién
Nam. Nam 1963, dich than Tran Vian Traciing tir Lao vao “B,” nam chirc Tu [énh “luc luong vo
trang giai phéng mién Nam Viét Nam.” ( 81)

Tinh dén ngay 1/7/1963, tirc hon mot nam sau ngdy phét dong qudc séch Ap chién luoc, VNCH
kiém soét dugc khoang 6,766,000 dan trén tong so 14.8 triéu. Tuy nhién, chi hoan toan kiém soét
khoang 3.5 triéu, giam di 100,000 nguoi. S6 lang chinh phu kiém soét 14939, véi 741 1ang hoan
toan. Viét Cong kiém soét 431 lang, ké ca 375 lang hoan toan. (82)

Tir miia Thu 1961, Trung Uong Cuc Mién Nam d& duoc téi 1ap. Ngay 1/1/1962, Bang by mién
Nam Bang Lao Bong (tic CSPD) chinh thic lay tén [abang Nhan Dan Cach Mang Viét Nam
de “tham gia’ MTDT/GPMN. Bong thoi, thanh 1ap Thanh nién Nhan Dan Cach Mang Mién
Nam.( 83)

Vay ma chiéu ngay 2/9, Nhu van con tién dodn mot céch lac quan rang trong tuong lai BV phai
tiep te bang khdng quan. Tiep van duong bién dabi ngan can, vaduong bo ciing hau nhu bat
kha. Néu tiep te bang phi co, s¢ bi phong khong ban ha.( 84)

6. Lo sy bi dao chinh:

Trong khi d6, gidi quan doi ngdy thém bat man. Cudc dao chinh hut 11/11/1960 hay cugc danh
bom Dinh Boc Lap ngay 27/2/1962 chi lanhirng diu hiéu mat ndi caa s bat man sau xa, tiém an
nay. Mot sb tudng va si quan cao cip nhu Duong Vian “Big” Minh, L& Van Kim, L& Van
Nghiém, Pham Vin Bong |ic ndo ciing cho co hoi 1am dao chinh. D6 1a chua ké nhirng Pham
Ngoc Thao, Huynh Vin Trong, Tran Kim Tuyén, Huynh Van Lang, Tran Thién Khiém, Nguyén
Khanh, Nguyén Vin Thiéu, v.. v...

Khéng chi c6 gii quan doi bat man. Céc tang 16p tri thirc vathi dan ngdy cang that vong vai ho
Ngo.

Khong kém nguy hiém Ia chinh séch gio phiét. Nhiing phan tir khdng Ki-to ngay thém chdng
d6i. Tir nam 1956, Dai sa/Cao ty Phép, Henri Hoppenot, ¢4 néu |én van dé hiém khich gitra Phat
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Gido vaKi-t6 gido, ciing nhu sy tranh chap trong noi bo Ki-td gido, nhat 1a giira phe phi Ngd
Binh Thuc vaphedi cu. Tir cui nam 1954, Bic sir Collins, mot tin ¢ Ki-td Roma, d& béo céo
vé Oat-shinh-tan langay 11/12/1954, Gidam Muc L& Hitu Tir than phién vé sy that bai caa ché do
Di¢m. Theo T, ngay Diém mai I&n cim quyén, mot niém hy vong lan rong trong moi tang lop
déan chiing. Nhung niém hy vong d6 da giam mat mot nira [50%], va sy bat man ngay thém gia
tang. Diém co dau 6c doc tai vatim du cach d6n ha bat ctr ai ¢6 tai nang. Diém con thiéu cuong
quyét, vavay boc boi nhirng ¢b van xau, phan [on 1a phan ti trong giadinh. (85)

Dai dasb néng dan, nhirng ngudi cdy sau, cubc bam, hai srong mot ning, ciing ngirng tng ho.
Tir nam 1957, ho phai chiu canh mét ¢6 hai trong. Lanan nhan caa Viét Cong ban dém, ban
ngdy ho tré thanh nan nhan caa cuong hao, &c ba, cling cac té nan T6 Cong, Diét Cong, roi dén
nhiing ké hoach Khu tri mat, doanh dién, 4p tan sinh, v... v... Chinh pha Diém c6 phan hitu Iy khi
nhan dinh rang ndng dan daphai nga theo Cong San vi so hai cai goi |a“bao luc cach mang.”
Nhung khong chi c6 mét yéu t6 nay. Mot trong nhirng ly do truc tiép 1a chinh pha va quan doi
thiéu kha nang hay phuong tién duy tri an ninh vabao vé dan chdng, ké ca ‘nhirng gia dinh bj don
vao Khu tri mat hay Ap chién luoc. Khéng thiéu vién chac loi dung céc ké hoach quéc séch nay
dé thu doat tu 19i.( 86)

Nhung thay vi phan tich ré rang tinh hinh vata duyét qudc sach caa minh, ciing nhu van dé
nhan sy vathuc hién, dé kip thoi déi ph6, Diém-Nhu trit tréch nhiém moi that bai cho sy thiéu
ung ho caa M§, va con nghi ngd rang chinh nguoi My da“bat dén xanh” cho phe chng ddi. Tur
d6, nay sinh ra sy ciang thang lién hé M-Viét, va cudc duong dau khé trénh.

7. K& hoach gai biy cia Bic Viét:

bang ngai hqn nira, vaday latham kich caaho Ngb néi yiéng, toan dan quén mién Nam noi '
chgng, qua ké hoach “chiéu hoi,” anh em Diém bi 16 cudn dan vao céi bay sip “hoa binh, thong
nhat, trung 1ap” caa Ha Noi.

a. Béc ldp, thang nhdt, trung 1gp

Tir ngdy ky Hiép wdc Geneva 20-21/7/1954, HaN6i lubn ludn néu ra lap truong thdng nhat dat
nudc theo tinh than Hiép dinh Phép-VNDCCH néi trén. Ca Nga So va Trung Cong ciing thudng
khuy@n nhu HaNoi chi nén tam thoi tim cach van dong hoa binh trong khuén khé Hiép uéc
Geneva. (Xem infra) Nho vay, chinh phi Diém duoc tam thoi yén 6n trong 4, 5 nam dau.

Tir dau nam 1959, Bang LDVN quyét dinh danh chiém mién Nam bang vo luc. Mot mat, qui tu
nhitng thanh phan chéng dbi & mién Nam thanh mot cénh tay ngoai vi, tc Mt Trdn Dan Tgc
Gidi Phéng Mien Nam [MTDT/GPMN], do cén bo CS cam dau. Mit khéc, xam nhap can bo hoi
két vao mién Nam (“B”), téi thiét Iap Trung Uong Cuc Mién Nam (1961), duéi danh hiéu Bang
Nhan Dan Céch Mang mién Nam Viét Nam [NDCM/NVN], vaté chirc cuing hé théng hda céc luc
lwong vé trang thanh nhitng don vi 1@n téi cap tiéu doan, trung doan.

Tuy nhién, ké hoach danh chiém mién Nam caa Ha Noi gap nhiéu tro ngai. Ca Mat-sco-valan
Bic Kinh, trong méi 1o ngai M s& can thiép (tirc dua quan chién dau) vao Nam Viét Nam, cd
van Hb vabang LBVN chi nén tranh dau chinh tri trong khudn khé Hiép wdc Geneva. Nhung
sau ngay Nikita S. Khrushchev ha bé Stalin, lién hé giita Mat-sco-vava Bic Kinh ngy mot xau
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di. Bac Kinh Ién &n Khrushchev 1abon “xét lai,” trong khi Mat-sco-va goi Mao labon “gido
diéu.” Mac du Ho tim céach hoagiai hai dan anh, Bac Kinh &p luc HaNoi phai nga vé phe minh.
Dé mua chuéc HaNbi, Bic Kinh giating vién tro cho ké hoach danh chiém mién Nam caaPang
LBVN. Mao Nhuan Chi vabang CSTH ciing nhin nhan ngay mat tran maMTDT/GPMN—du co
lién hé dén tan du céc luc luong gido phé vathan Phap—duoc Bo Chinh Tri Bang LDVN chinh
thirc cho ra cong khai trong dip dao chinh hut caa Nhay D va TQLC ngay 11/11/1960. Nhiéu
phéi doan quan sy Trung Cong toi phiabic vi tuyén 17 dé tham quan va gidp B Téng Tham
Muu QBNDVN thiét I13p ké hoach phong thi. Tran Canh, nguoi ting chi huy tran L& Hong
Phong 11 vao thang 9-10/1950 cho V6 Gidp dung ranhan chién cong, ciing tro lai Viét Nam tham
Ho. Khdng kém quan trong Iagu0ng may tuyén truyén cia Bic Kinh trong no lwc bién

MTDT/GPMN thanh mét thyuc thé chinh tri, c6 quan doi va chinh quyén ¢ mién nam Viét Nam.

Ngay 1/1/1962, Ho lai chinh thic dé nghi thong nhét, hda binh trong khudn khd Hiép dinh
Geneva. Hb mong moi hai mién Bac vaNam s thwong thuyét “dé hoa binh thong nhat T6 qudc,
trén co so doc lap, dan chu nhu Hiép dinh Gio-ne-vo [Geneva, 20-21/7/1954] qui dinh.” ( 87) Vi
thé, c6 tin Ho da guri cho Diém mot chau d&o “vui Xuan” Nham Dan (1962)—chau dao rdi s tudi
bang méau ho Ngd.( 88)

Ngay 28/3/1962, Nhan Dan dang bai phong van HCM cua béo Daily Telegraphs. Ho dé nghi
binh thuong hoangoai giao gitra hai mién vé mat van hoavakinh té, vé viéc di lai vathu tin gitra
hai miénv... v... Ngoa ra, cdn nhirng |oi tuyén b vabai viét cua Thiéu tudng Nguyén Vin
Vinh,(89) rdi dén budi gap bi mat gitta Ngoai truong Ung Vian Khiém va Harriman tai Geneva,
nhan dip ky Hiép uéc 1962 vé Lao, quatrung gian Burma.( 90)

Ngay 19/4/1962, Phat ngon vién BNG Bic Viét ciing nhic dén cong ham ngay 16/4/1962 ciia
Bri-tén giri Mat-sco-va. Ham y tan thanh mét hoi nghi quoc té vé Viét Nam.( 91)

Trong nam 1962, L& Duan ciing chi thj cho mién Nam thanh 1ap mot ché do trung 1ap, hoa giai
hda hop.( 92) Boi the ngay 10/8/1962, MTDT/GPMN cong bo 1ap truong trung 1ap, thong nhat
trong hoa binh, gom 14 diém: tirc trung 1ap chong M§.( 93)

V&0 thang 5/1963, trong bai phong van ciia Alfred Burchett trén to béo chuyén vé ngoai giao cia
Lién S Nga bang Anh ngit, New Times [ Tan Thoi B&o], H6 con Iap lai dé& nghi nay. Bai nay co
I& dugc trich dang trén céc to tuan béo Nguwoi bao vé Dan téc vatuan bao Cach mgng Chau Phi
tai Algeria, vabao Nhan Dan ngay 8/8/1963.( 94)

Lap trudng “trung 1ap” cuaang LDVN duoc mot s6 ngudi luu vong & Phép vaMién (Tran Van
Hiru, H6 Thong Minh, Lé Van Truong, Tran Binh Lan, v.. v...) huong tng, véi sy tiep sic, truc
hay gian tiep, caa nhirng nhan vat cé quyen luc & Phap.( 95)

b. My triét thoai:

Ho Chi Minh, Pham Vin Bang ciing nhu MTDT/GPMN khéng ngdot néu radiéu kién M khong
dugc can thiép vao noi tinh chinh tri mién Nam. Biéu ndy c6 nghia My phai triét thod khoi mién
Nam. Day ciing lamuc tiéu tdi hau caa Trung Cong, ma anh huéng ngdy cang giating ¢ phia
Bac vi tuyén 17.

Cho téi nay,‘vén chuadu tai li¢u kha tin dé giai thich ly do anh em Diém-Nhu cong khai bai My
vadat van d¢ My giam quan tir dau nam 1963,
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Nhu ¢4 luogc nhic, ngay Thir Sau, 12/4/1963, khi tiép chuyén mot vién chirc CIA ¢ Sai Gon Nhu
d&néu 1én van dé rit bt quan so M. Ngay 22/4/1963, co quan CIA ghi nhan c6 nhirng dau hiéu
cho thdy Diém-Nhu mubn giam linh My & Nam Viét Nam vi vi pham chii quyén cua Viét Nam
[infringements” of Viethamese sovereignty], dac biét 1a Luc lugng dac biét My.( 96) Ngay Chu
Nhat, 12/5/1963, Warren Unna tudng thuat trén bao Washington Post, raing Nhu mubn quan My
s& giam xubng mot nura. (97)

Diéu dang ngac nhién langay 23/5/1963, Diém khong hé thao luan véi Lalouette van dé giam
quan My khi Lalouette vao chao Diém dé vé Phéap nghi. Nhung cudi thang 8/1963, sau khi tir
Phap tro lai nhiém so vagan giii véi Nhu trong cudc tin cong chuia chién dém 20-21/8/1963,

L al ouette khuyén Lodge nén tiép tuc yém tro Diém-Nhu, mic di Nhu c6 kha niang thuong thuyét
v6i HaNoi, vadiéu kién cho mot giai phdp chinh tri la sy triét thod caaquan My. Bai thé, ngay
41911963, Lodge lai béo céo rang Nhu cd thé dan xép mét thoa hiép vaoi VC dé ngirng chién
tranh, vamot trong nhitng diéu kién [quid pro quo= consideration] 1a“Triét thod mot sb linh
M§."( 98)

c¢. Thanh I@p chinh pha lién hiép:

Trong s nhitng muc tiéu giai doan caa CSBV lathanh 1ap mat chinh phu lién hiép ¢ mién Nam.
Thu cia Lé Duan giri Nguy2n Van Linh nam 1962 1amét bang chirng. Trong nhirng cudc phong
van danh cho Burchett doc quyén nam 1963, dich than Ho—ma quyén lc thyc sy dabi mat dan
vao tay Lé Duan—khong ngét |ap lai nhirng diéu kién dé di toi hoabinh, “ thu xép mgt cugc
ngirng ban giira quan dsi Ngb Dinh Diém va cac luc lirong vii trang cia Mdt trdn dan téc gidi
phong mién Nam Viét Nam,” latriét thod quan My, thanh 1ap mat chinh pha “triét dé ton trong
Hiép nghi Gio-neo-vo, cam két khdng tham gia bat ctr khéi quan s ndo, vakhdng cho phép
nudc Ngoai 1ap can cir quan su trén 1anh thd minh.” ( 99)

Tuy nhién, ngay 28/8/1963, Ho dot ngot thay doi tha do; 1én an viéc dan &p Phat Gido 1a “toi &c
d&man cua ching troi dat khdng the dung.” H6 con tr lai véi thir luan digu hiéu chién quen
thugc, goi chinh pha Diém bang nhirng 16i nang né nhu “ bé 17" da* gy nhirng téi ac tay troi, 1a
vi ¢6 quan thay ung hg,” 1a“ben Ngb Binh Diém budn dan, ban nwgc.” ( 100)

Loi khen ngoi Diém 1a“ a patriot” [nguoi & qudc] maManeli gqi nhé hoidc d& chuyén cho Nhu
ngay 2/9/1963, khé c6 vé gan glii véi tiéng “ budn dan, ban niéc” dacong bd bon ngay truée
trén bdo Nhan Dan vadai phét thanh Ha Noi. Phai chang ngay chinh Mandli Cung bién thanh
mot ngudi duatin bi H6 vabang LDVN duavao cudc choi “tién cong ngoai giao” &c nghiét?

C0 1& vi vay, chinh phu Poland cho Iénh Maneli cham dit ngay moi lién hé véi Nhu. Bong thoi,
phan tng cua khdi CS véi 10i tuyén céo cua de Gaulle ngay 29/8/1963 that 18nh ¢dam. Chi ¢6 mot
dai dién caiaHaNoi ¢ Algerstrinh bay y kién riéng rang tuyén ngdn cua de Gaulle  positive”
[tich cuc]. Trudc &p luc My, BNG Phdp phai tro lai vai [ap truong “khdng can thiép vao néi tinh
chinh tri Viét Nam” quen thuoc. [ Xeminfra]

Néu qua thuc nhitng dé nghi tré lai véi Hiép udc Genevavatriét thod quan My 1anhim vao mot
giai phép chinh tri cho mién Nam, han phan ang cua Ho véi sy ve van cia Nhu hay [0i tuyén b
cua de Gaulle 48 khéc. Cho dén khi co tai liéu chizng minh nguoc lai, cugc “tan cdng hoa binh”
cia Ho6 vabdang LBVN c6 1& chang nham muc dich ndo khac hon khoét sau s nghi ky gitta My
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vaho Ngd. Nhung Nhu, trong con mé sang vi bi loai khoi quyén lec, khéng nhan hiéu duoc diéu
nay.

Phan 2
I1.NHUNG THE LUC CHI PHOI BEN NGOAI:

Chinh sach hoa hodn M§-Nga, cong véi s va cham cénhan véi céc vién chirc My, ciing khién
ho Ngb tim céch néi rong hon sy kém toa caa M. Phong trao chinh tri dang |1én trong thoi diém
nay la phi-lién-két, vatrung Idp trong cudc chién tranh lanh M§-Nga, do Phép va Indiadi hang
dau. Ngoai ra, Trung Cong thudng tuyén bb theo dudi chinh séch “sbng chung hoa binh”
[peaceful co-existence], trong khi Mao duara“thuyét” Thé Gidi Thir Ba, tirc thé gidi cua céc
nudc nghéo va cach mang giai phong khoi anh huéng hai cedng quéc.

Céc nuée Phép, Poland, Indiavangay ca Vatican déu mudn cd v nd luc tim mot giai phéap

chinh trj. Vatican dang tim cach hoa hodn véi Mat-sco-vadé cham lo linh hon cho khoang 100
triéu gido dan Bong Au. India cia Thia tuéng Nehru tirng mdi gisi cho viéc thao luan gitta My va
HaNoi. Nhan dip Pham Ngoc Thach qua New Dehli vao muia Thu 1961, chang han, Bé Ngoai
Giao My da chuyén cho Thach 5 diém cin ban trong chinh séch caaM§. Nén ching c6 gi ngac
nhién khi Goburdhun, Pai st Indiatrong UBQT/KSDC, thiic duc Nhu gip Maneli. V4, néu tin
dugc nhirng nguoi mot thoi than thiét véi ho Ngd, Pai sir Indiacon méi gisi cho Nhu gap dai
dién CSBV ngay tai tru sd UBQT/KSDC & Sa Gon. Theo Tran Vin Dinh, chinh phu India ciing
c6 thé cd mot ban tay trong ké hoach giri Dinh quaNew Dehli ¢ mdc néi dai dién Ha Noi vao
khoang trung tuan thang 11/1963.

A. TRUNG CONG:

Muc tiéu chién luoc cia Bac Kinh trong thap nién 1950-1960 1aDai Loan, Triéu Tién, va Viét
Nam. Trung Cong quyet gitr quan doi My vaanh husng My ¢ ngoai mién Nam Viét Nam, néi
riéng, vabong Nam A noi chung, nhung cting mudn trénh truc dién duong dau véi My nhu &
Triéu Tién. Myc tiéu chinh cuaMao laén dinh tinh hinh n6i b, cong ngh¢ héa Hoaluc. Néi
céch khéc, Bic Kinh mudn My triét thodi khoi mién Nam, vacéi giaphai tra, néu can, lasinh
mang cubi cling caatrai tréng Viét.

Tai lieu mai giai mat vé cudc chién tranh lanh 1947-1991 khang dinh vai trd vaanh huong chi
yéu caa Trung Cong trong nhitng cudc chién & A Chau. Bic Kinh, quadai dién Chu An Lai,
chang han, déng vai trd quyét dinh trong viéc ky Hiép uéc Binh Chién Phap-VNDCCH tai
Geneva ngay 20-21/7/1954, valadong tac gia giai phép ngung bén trudc, chinh tri sau. Mot céch
nao d6, 19 nam sau, Mao va Chu An Lai ciing bao trg mot hoaudc twong ty tai Paris nam 1973,
gitp M¥ triét thodi trong danh du, danh sb ménh Bé Nhi Cong Hoa Viét Nam cho “thuc té cén
can quan sy” sau ngay My vabong Minh triét thoéi.
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Trong ba, bén nam dau sau Hiép dinh Geneva (21/7/1954), Bac Kinh tap trung nghia vu qubc té
trong viéc gitp Bac Viét mé mang kinh té va cing cb thé luc chinh tri phiabac vi tuyén 17 qua
cudc cach mang thd dja—ma muc tiéu chinh yéu gom tudc doat tai san “thu nhap bét hop phép”
cuadija chu, cudong hao &c bé; va, duavao hang ngii 18nh dao nhitng khudn mat méi chap nhan sy
|&nh dao caaPang, qua cac can bo CS. Béi véi mién nam, Mao Nhuan Chi nhic nha 1anh dao
Bac Viét vé bai hoc céi choi vadong réc. Theo Mao, hdy tam dé yén ddng réc mién Nam, vi
chuadén 1tc chdi phai quét dén. Hon nira, Mao con ban ma chién dich té chiém Dai Loan, qua
viéc phao kich Kim Mon- MA&T6 (Quemoy) dé phan cong lai s can thiép caa cac cuong qudc
Tay Au vao Trung Bang, ddng thoi bién minh cho sy hy sinh caa dan chiing Trung Hoa trén
duong cach mang. ( 101)

Thé d6 caa Trung Cong vé mién Nam Viét Nam chi thay ddi tir nam 1958, sau khi Pham Vin
Podng viét thu cho Chu An Lai ngay 14/9/1958, nhin nhan 1nh hai méi do Béc Kinh cong bb 10
ngay trudc (4/9/1958) (ranh gidi bién: 12 hai ly tir bd bién)-mot cudc cat dat doi quan vién
khong xa la trong bang giao Hoa-Viét tir cb thoi. H6 Chi Minh ciing Bo Chinh Tri Pang LDVN
chi dién lai nhitng hanh vi cua H Qui Ly, Mac Bang Dung, Trinh Tung, Lé Duy Ky [Chiéu
Théng], v.. v.. véi céc ché 6 phong kién Trung Hoa. (102)

Sy thay d6i nay c6 nhiéu nguyén do. Ly do thir nhat 1akhéi Cong San Qubc Té [QTCS] dang trai
quamdt giai doan khing hoang rat ty nhién, dai theo ranh gidi quyén loi vaan ninh qu0c gia
Cho t6i nam 1953, dir d& c6 nhitng dj biét khé tranh vai Lién S8 va QTCS (hiéu nhu khdi Bong
Au), Mao Nhuan Chi nhan nhuc, ton tho “Béc Joe” nhu bac thay kha kinh. Trén phuong dién
tuyén truyén dai chiing, Bang CSTH bién Josef Stalin thanh mot thar than twong ma 500 triéu
vanh mdi ngudi Trung Hoa dong thanh xung tung mudn nam van chua dia. Dong thoi, Lién sb
Ngadugc cangoi nhu thanh tri sang chdi cua cach mang vo san, thanh dia caa chu nghia
Marxist-Leninism. Ké hoach ngi nién tha nhat (1953-1958) cia Mao rap khuén theo Nga.

Céi chét caa Stalin vatinh trang hdn loan tai Ngatrong giai doan “hau Stalin” khién Mao tach
dan khoi qui dao Nga. Hai cudc chién Triéu Tién (1950-1953) va Béng Duong lan thir nhat
(1945-1954) tao vi dang ¢ dau ludi Mao. Nga khéng gii ding |6i hira bdi hoan vién tro caa Bic
Kinh cho hai nudc nay. (Mot sb thong tin Trung Cong cho rang Nga khéng bdi hoan quan vién
cho Hé tir 1950 toi 1954). Ngoai ra, ké hoach ngii nién thir nhat (1953-1958) rap khudn Nga So
that bai. S5 vén dau tu caa Nga chi dugc 3%. Toc do phét trién ki nghé nang qua cham, do ky
nghé tiéu ding twong ddi phét trién. Mao ciing khdng hoan toan thoa man véi théi do truang
thuong cua Nga qua cac chuyén vién.

Cudc thanh trirng Gao Gang [Cao Cuong], cha nhiém Uy ban Ké hoach Nha nuée, va Rao
Shushi [Nhiéu Thau Thach], truong Ban té chirc Trung Uong [Orgburo], vao cubi nam 1953—
nhung chi cdng khai tir thang 2/1954, va bach héa trude du luan tir thang 3/1955-c¢6 xuat xir tir
tha do “than Nga’ caahai “dai gia’ xir Manchuria (Péng Bic) va Thuong Hai (Péng, trung tam
k§ nghé nang). Trong ha ban nam 1955, Mao cho lénh Bing Tiéu Binh tiép tuc thanh trirng “bon
phan dong doi 16t Marxist-Leninist,” quacéc chién dich “ T thanh” va“Ngii phan.” Khoang
150,000 phe dang Cao Cuong va Nhiéu Thau Thach bi bét gitr, diéu travatap trung cai tao véi
toi danh phan dong mao danh Marxist-Leninists [“reactionaries cloaked as Marxist-Leninists’].
Du cudc thanh trirng Curong va Thach ¢ dong co chinh tir si tranh doat quyén luc gittathuoc ha
Mao, nd ciing danh diu khai diém sy biét phan tir hitu nghi, hop téc toan dién trong quan hé
Nga-Hoatdi thu nghich. (103)
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Bai dién van ha bé Stalin ngay 20/2/1956 cua Nikita S. Khrushchev (1953-1964) tai Dai Hoi thu
XX Bang CSL S tao thém mét co hoi cho Mao “y thie hé hod” sur co sat kho tranh. Tir ngay nay,
sy ran nit Nga-Hoa—uom mam tir quyén loi qudc gia, rdi van dé “chinh théng Marxist” va“xét
lai”—bién hoa dan thanh cudc tranh gianh vai trd 18nh dao khéi QTCS vadéi Itc ron vang tiéng

A ]

sling qua c&c cudc tranh chap “hon 1.5 triéu cdy s6 vudng” bién gidi.

A. Mit Troi Hong Mao Nhuan Chi [Trach Dong]:

Mao Nhuan Chi [Trach Béng]-nguoi theo Henry A. Kissinger chi thay chu nghia Cong San
[Communism, ddng hon, “cong htru”] 1a chén Ii [the truth] (d. Kissinger, 1979:1064)—khong qua
|ép huan luyén ngodi nudc ndo, mot thir Marxist ty nhan vaty hoc. La san pham cia cudc céch
mang Tan Hoi [Xin Hai], khoi dau bang chinh bién 10/10/1911 ¢ Wuhan [Hankow, Hupei (H6
Béc)], Mao vaThé hé “Ngii Ta” [4/5/1919] bj théi thic, nung ndu bang mo udc ddi mai, phi
cuong, trén nén tang tu tén ching toc vavan héabai Han [TaHan]. Nam 1936, Mao con goi
nhé lai véi ky gia My Edgar Snow ndi cam khé va hanh dién khi thay nhitng tam biéu ngit “Ta
Han Min-kuo Wan Sui” [Van tué Dai Han Dan Québc] dugc truong 1én ¢ duong phé Changsha
[Truong Sa] ngdy 22/10/1911, lic phong trao cach mang tran téi Truong Sa, thi pha Hunan [Ho
Nam]. (104)

Trong thoi gian & truong Su Pham Truong Sa, tir 1913 t6i 1918, Mao lam quen véi du loai
truyén don tir “cai lwong” dén “céch mang,” qua hai to Thanh Nién roi Tan Thanh Nién—co chi
truong tan céng céc hu tuc vahd hao déi mai. Mao tén sling Sun Y atsen [Ton Dat Tién], K’ang
Y uwei [Khang Hiru Vi] va Liang Qichao [Liang Ch'i Chao = Luong Khai Siéu], cling to chirc
DPong Minh Hoi [T’ung Meng hui]. Vi véc dang cao 16n, Mao con mé thich thé duc, thé thao,
nam 1917 tirng 6 bai viét vé nhu ciu luyén tap thé duc [physical education].

Mao khéng duoc tiép can Marx mot céch truc tiép, ma chi qua kénh dién giai cianhdém Ly Dai
Chiéu [Li Dazhao] va Tran Doc Ta [Chen Duxiu], hai tri thuc ta phéi. Su thu nhan Marxism nay
chi 1a phan thém vao von liéng van hdadai ching valich sir cap tiéu hoc Han toc—khong nhirng
phién dién, ma con day xic dong do du huong ciia nhirng tai liéu tuyén truyén phong kién ménh
danh 14 “sir séch.” Hai tap sach gdi dau givong ciaMao vathé hé 1911 1a b tiéu thuyét lich sir
Tam Quoc Chi [Sanguo Jih], véi nhan vat Liu Pei (Luu Bi, trung nghia theo Khong gido) va
Tsao Tsao (Tao Théo, mot tay thuc dung dén tan nhin) [aruthless realist], clng Thuy Hir [Water
Margin] tirc sy tich 108 anh hung Lwong Son Bac (Liang Shan P o) (Pearl Buck dich quaMy
ngir dudi twa All Men Are Brothers).

Bién ¢ dua Mao vao duong hoat dong 1a phong trao Ngi Tt [4/5/1919] tirc cubc biéu tinh caa
3,000 sinh vién Beijing chdng lai quyét dinh nhuong to gigi Shantung [Son Béng] caa Germany
cho Nhat tai Hoi nghi Versailles. Ngay 3/6/1919, Mao t6 chirc dinh cong béi thi tai Truong Sadé
ung ho sinh vién Bac Binh. Hai ngay sau, 5/6, biéu tinh vadinh cong cia cdng nhan vathuong
gialan téi Shanghai, nhu phong trao cb v viéc sir dung hang noi hoade tay chay hang hoa Nhat,
varoi lan tran dén céc dé thi 16n. Tong doc Chang Ching-yao ngan cam moi hanh vi chong Nhat,
bé rép, bét gitt nhiéu nguai. Tuy nhién, néng dan van bét dong.

Ngay 9/7/1919, Lién hoi hoc sinh Hunan t6 chirc mét lién minh céc giai cap, theo guong Beijing,
Shanghai va Xianjin [Tientsin]. Ngay 14/7, Mao sang 1ap va chii bién tuan béo Truong Giang
binh lugn [Xiang Jiang Ping lun] caaHdi Hoc Sinh. Sir dung vin phong binh dan, gan gidng
nhu [Uc néi chuyén. S6 dau in 2000 ban hét trong ngdy. Tir nhitng sd sau, in 5000 ban. (Hién con
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5 sb béo, rangdy 14, 21, 28/7 va4/8/1919. S6 dic biét rangay 21/7/1919; Robert A. Scalapino,
“The Evolution of aY oung Revolutionary—Mao Zedong in 1919-1921;" JAS Vol XLII, No. 1
(Nov 1982), p. 32n4 [29-61]) M6t nguon tin khéc: Tan Tuong Binh Lugn.

Mao néu rd muc dich caa Truong Giang binh lugn nham gilp “tu nhan cua cac truong hoc” tim
hiéu nhirng tu twéng mai hau ing dung trong viéc phuc hoi Pai Han. Mao da kich viéc bat gitr
Tran Doc T thang trude, vi theo Mao, ndi dung truyen don chang c6 gi sai. (Scalapino,

1982:33) Mao ciing phan dinh thé d6i nghich giira quan chiing [masses] véi thiéu sb quan phiét
vatryc loi [profiteers] ding vé phiangoai nhan. [“ The Great Union of the Masses;” XJPL, No. 2,
21 July 1919, t6i sd ngdy 4 Aug 1919; Scalapino, 1982:35]. Thang 11/1919, Mao té lap Tong
Hoi hoc sinh, vaté chirc bai khda chdng Tong déc Zhang Jing-yao. Thang sau, Mao di Beijing
dr ddm tang thay cii Y ang Cheng-ji [Yang Ch’ ang-chi]. R6i ghé qua Thuong Hai, thim Boc Tu
vaban luan vé nhirng ban dich tac pham Marx méi xuat ban. [Poc T méi dugc phéng thich sau
6 théng tu va dang cu ngu ¢ Thuong Hai.]

Théng 6/1920, Mao vé lai Truong Sa, giir chirc Hiéu truéng mot trudng tiéu hoc phy thudc vao
truong s pham. [Nho vay, Mao 1am dam cudi dau tién véi Yang K’ ai-hui, con Y ang Cheng-ji.
O thoi diém nay, theo Mao, Mao da trg thanh Marxist. Tuy nhién méi chi la tht kién thirc nhap
mon [rudiments of Marxism]. Kho biét “bao luc cach mang céng nhan vo san” maMarx qui hap
tir nhirng kinh nghiém x&hoi vat ban/Ki-td Au chau, vatinh than ndi loan, cudp cua nguoi giau,
chia cho ngudi nghéo trong Thuy Hir cia mot x& hoi ndng nghiép, cham tién, nghéo khd A chau,
hay nhitng muu ba, 46 viong cia Tam Quéc Chi da téc dong va hinh thanh mau sic “chu nghia
x&hoi” ndo trong Mao. C6 thé tin duoc rang H6 Chi Minh vathudc ha hitu 17 khi cung van cong
lao “ Trung quoc héa” chii nghia Mé&c-Ang-ghen-L&-nin-Stalin cia Mao-tic “ 74 ap dung mgt
céch duing ddan chi: nghia dy vao hoan canh Trung Quoc,” “ duwa cach mgng Trung Quac téi cho
toan thang.” (105)

Tuy nhién, lién h¢ girahal Bang CSTH vaNga ciing day séng gio. QUOC té Cong San khong
ngung &p luc Bang CSTH mo mat tran thng nhat voi Trung Hoa Quéc Dan Bang [QDP]. Ba
lan théng nhat (1923-1927, 1937-1945, 1946-1947) déu d6 v&. Lan tha ba, nho kinh nghiém
khang Nhat, Hong quan (sau ndy dugc biét nhue Quan doi giai phong [QDPGP]) dat chién thing
cudi cung. Nam 1949, Tuong Gisi Thach théo chay quaDai Loan, xam chiém dao qudc nay.
Chiém Bic Kinh vao thang 2/1949, tdm thang sau, ngay 1/10/1949, Mao tuyén b thanh 1ap
THNDCHQ. Cubi nim d6, QPGP tién dén sét bién gi¢i Bic Viét.

Nhung Mao chuathéa mén vai thanh tich danh thién ha trong noi bo Hoa luc. QPGP duoc gui
t6i céc 1an bang phiabic, dong bic, vatay thén tinh Manchuria, Mongol va Tibet dat vao ban db
Trung Hoa Nam 1950, Mao giri chi nguyén quan qua Triéu Tién, khi quan Lién Hiép Quéc tién
|én phia béc vi tuyén 38, ép sét sdng Ap Luc. Nam 1953, chinh phu Eisenhower phai chip nhan
vi tuyén 38 nhu bién gisi tam thoi cho hai “nuéc” Triéu Tién. Tai hudng tdy nam, Mao xam |an
bién gisi India, ma rong anh huang xubng Pakistan. Phiadéng, muu toan thén tinh Dai Loan,
nhung gap sirc phan khang cuaham d6i 7 My. Huéng dong nam, ngay 18/1/1950, Mao mo cua
cho Ho tro lai thé gisi “cach mang.” Stalin chap thuan cho Mao gitp H6 thanh 1ap sdu dai doan
(su doan) chu lyc, tong phan cdng quan Phép tai Bic Viét. Nhung nam 1954, Mao ciing m cho
Phap mot duong rt trong danh du qua hiép dinh dinh chién Geneva 20-21/7/1954, tam chia Viét
Nam lam hai ving tap trung theo kiéu mau Germany va Triéu Tién—du co diéu khoan s& tong
tuyén cir thdng nhat trong vong hai nam.
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Maic du chi [addng minh bac hai caa Stalin, sy thanh dat caa Mao Nhuan Chi khé thé néi nho.
Thoi gian dé gitp cai bién mot gido vién mai tot nghiép & H6 Nam tién |én vai tro 18nh tu mot
khdi 600 triéu néng dan kha dai—ba thap nién véi kinh nghiém sit méau “danh thién ha” tir Giang
Tay |én Dién An, trai quamot cudc chién khang Nhat sudt 8 nam, va hai cudc noi chién Qudc-
Cong. Mao Nhuén Chi thuc sir lamét ke chinh phuc bang bao lrc vamii sing-ching thua kém
Tan Thay Hoang, Chu Nguyén Chuong hay Hot Tat Liét. Vang doi tai cac hoi truong, cdng vién,
dinh thy nhirng 161 Xxung tung “van tué” [muon nam], “thiéntai,” “mat troi hong” hoac laliét,
dam nét trén cac biéu ngit, truyén don. Mdi 1di ndi cuia Mao tro thanh mot “thanh ngi,” vuot xa
Luan ngir cia Khdng Khawu, hay béch gia chu tir. Nén that tu nhién, tir sau cai chét cua Stalin,
hay “su radi caamot thién tai |on nhat thoi dai,” Mao bét dau nudi tam y khac véi nhitng ngudi
ké vi Stalin. Mao mudn tu 1ap mot vang troi anh huong riéng—noi khoang 20 triéu Hoa Kiéu dinh
cu, nhung van huéng vé qué cha, dat to véi nhitng tinh tuy dam da Nhitng d6ng gép caa Hoa
Kiéu & Dong Nam A trong cudc chién Hoa-Nhat, 1931-1945 |a diéu kho phi nhan. Buong ranh
phén chia Qudc-Cong trong c&c cong dong Hoa kiéu Dong Nam A ciing khard rang. Ap luc
nhan man-ma mét trong nhitng giai phap laxam chlem céc 1an bang dat rong, nguoi thua dé di
dan, hoic cudp doat téi nguyén hau thoa mén nhu cau hién dai hda—khién Mao tu tach dan khoi
qui dao mot Lién S khong Stalin. Goi d6 1a“phan boi,” “lat long,” hay bt cir danh tir nang né
nao—sy thay doi cia Mao kho tranh, nhat [atir vi thé mot ké chi thiy src manh caa bao luc trong
viéc thay tim, d6i 6¢ con ngudi—viét 1én to gidy tring trinh bach ciadau 6c dan Trung Hoa
“nhitng diéu tét dep nhat trong tién trinh chuyén tiép téi mot xa hoi cong san.”

B. Mao va Nikita S. Khrushchev (1953-1964)

Tu ngay thay Georgi M. Maenkov |am Bi thu thir | (14/3/1953) Bang Cong San Lién S6, trén
dai thé Khrushchev theo ddng duong 161 Stalin, chi quan tam dén Béng Au vachau My Latin.
Véi A Chau, Khrushchev khdng mudn vuot quavi thé mot hau phuong [6n vé y thirc hé—gidp
huan luyén chuyén vién quan va dan sy, cling vién tro kinh té, ky thuat. Theo wéc lwong caatinh
béo My, tir nam 1955 t6i 1964, Mat-sco-vavién tro cho HaNoi khoang 350 triéu MK. Trong sb
nay, khoang 200 triéu MK ding cho ké hoach ngii nién thir nhat, 1961-1965. Trong nhitng nam
cudi cua chinh phir Eisenhower (1953-1961), Khrushchev ciing 6n hda hon véi My va phuong
Tay. Cudc chay dua khdng gian vagiating vii khi nguyén tir khién Nga chong mat. Tinh hinh tai
céc nuge Bong Au ddi khi bbc Ira. Tito vacude ndi day ¢ Poland hay Hungary nam 1956 chi 1a
vai thi du.

1. Giai Stalin & Sira Sai:

Mgt trong nhitng viéc lam lich sir ciia Khrushchev |a phong trao © giai Stalin” [de-Staliniztion].
Sum hon phan tu thé ky thong tri Lién Bang SO Viét voi ban tay sit, Stalin labiéu hiéu caauy
quyen t6i cao va sy tan nhan kha méu qua nhiéu dot thanh trang-tur cuoc tham sat Léon Trotsky
bang bla ti nhirng ban an ttr hinh céc 1anh tu QTCS, tuéng linh, rdi c&c béc St diéu tri 10c cudi
doi. Thu doat quyén luc trong béng dam che cho caa Stalin, céi chét cia nguoi Thép mé racho
hang ngii 1anh dao mai cuadién Kremli mot bau troi khéc biét. Sau hon ba thap nién tién hoatéi
cong san chi nghia-du dé quéc Nga mé rong hon bao gior hét trong lich sir, Mat-sco-va tra thanh
kinh d6 caamaot trong hai siéu cuong thé gidi, ky thuat khéng gian ngay mot phét trién, co phan
vuot troi ddi thu tir tha My—nhung |8nh dao Nga khé thé ty diu mat nhitng kho khan vé kinh té,
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nhitng bat 6n trong quan hé gitta c&c thanh vién Cong San it nhiéu héo chién theo tinh than “céch
mang latan cong, khong tin cong tic that bai.” Su phét trién vé kinh té cua Tay Au, cudc thanh
chién chdng Cong do Vatican diéu dong, vanhu cau an ninh quc giakhién Khrushchev phai
thay doi chién luoc—tam thoi hoa hodn voi Tay Au dé chiaré khéi tu san.

Pai hoi thar XX caabang CSLS lamot buéc ngoit [watershed] trong chinh sach déi ngoai cia
Khrushchev. Hai trong tdm cua chinh sach mai nay 1a*“ giai Stalin” trén phuong dién y thic hé,
vatheo dudi chinh sach ngoai giao “cuing hién hitu hda binh gitta cac quéc giatheo nhitng hé
thng té chtrc x& hoi khac nhau.”

Chinh s&ch giai Stalin va sira sai ndy gay ngac nhién khong it cho Mao vathugc ha. Trong dang
st CSTH vamoi tu liéu chinh thirc, Stalin duoc danh riéng mot vi tri téi cao. Sudt hon phan tu
thé ky, Mao va co quan tuyén truyén Bac Kinh khong ngét cung van Stalin véi nhitng 1i ngot
ngao [lavish and idolatrous public praises] nhu “nguoi ban va nguoi thay”—mét can bo Marxist-
Leninist vi dai, thién téi cach mang, tirng (g dung ly thuyét Marxism mot céch sang tao. Ngay
sinh nhat thir 70 caa Stalin, [nam 1949, khi dang & Nga], Mao viét: “Dong chi Stalin 14 6ng thay
vanguoi ban cuanhan loai vanhan dan Trung Hoa.” “Bong chi Stalin 1a ciru tinh ciamoi dan
toc bi ap buc” [Comrade Stalin is the teacher and friend of mankind and of the Chinese people.”
Comrade Stalin is the saviour of al the oppressed.]” (Meisner, 1977:175) Khi Stalin chét, Mao
bui ngli luyén tiéc vé “su radi caabac thién tai vi dai nhat caadoi nay” [‘the greatest genius of
the present age’.]” (106)

Sy chi trich Stalin ciia K hrushchev dat ranhiéu van dé. Ngoa sy hing chan vé ham hb ca ngoi
trong di vang, con nhiéu van nan vé y thirc hé va chinh tri. Co quan tuyén gido phai tim duoc 1o
bién giai vé giatri caa chu thuyét xa hoi—nhu tai sao xtr caa XHCN [land of socialism] san xuét
ratha 18nh ty tan nhan va day toi 4c dén thé? Van dé lién h¢ giiralanh dao vadam dong trong
mot x& hoi theo Cong San hay CNXH ciing tao nhiéu diu hoi. Khrushchev giai thich rang “Stalin
[amot tén soan doat [a usurper] tu dat minh trén Bang [who placed himself above the party],” va
nudi dudng hu tuc sting bai ca nhan [fostered the cult of personality]. Thanh cong ¢ Lién S6 la
do sy dling dan cua XHCN va Leninism. Moi that bai déu do &c tat caa Stalin [the evils of
Stalin]. (Meisner, 1977:175)

Hon mot thang sau, ngay 5/4/1956, Rinmin Ripao [ Nhan Dan Nhdt Bao], co quan ngbn luan cia
Pang CSTH méi dang bai “Vé& kinh nghiém lich sir ciia chuyén chinh vé san [On the Historical
Experience of the Dictatorship of the Proletariats].” Téc gia—ma du luan cho riang [a chinh Mao
hay d& nhan lénh tir Mao—khen ngoi nhitng 12nh tu Ngaméi d& can dam ty phé binh nhirng 1am
18i cii, nhung van bénh vyc Stalin. Theo téc gia, mac di Stalin co mot sb 16i 1am, nhung Stalin 1
mot 1&nh tu XHCN vi dai, ¢4 “&p dung vakhai trién mot céch sang tao” chi nghia Marxist-
Leninism, dong thoi thuc hién duoc céc chinh séch kinh té caa Lenin vé cong nghé hdavatap
thé hda. Sy siing béi ca nhan [The Cult of Personality] khong phai do Stalin gay nén maladi san
[afoul carryover] caalich sir nhén loai khddai. N6 lathi tan tich y thirc hé doc hai cia cac xa
hoi cii [“poisonous ideological survivals of the old society.”] Chuyén nady chic chin s khéng
xay rad TH vi TH chéng lai “anh hiing canhan” [individual heroism]. (107) [Du trén thuc té, ca
nhan Mao hay HCM ciing ¢6 thé cd nhiing &c tdt tuong ti]

Bé tam thoi tran an du luan trudce nhitng kho khan moi mét, Mao sir dung gidi tri thirc vavan
nghé si phat dong phong trao “Tram Hoabua N, Tram NhaLén Tieng” quadien van ngay
2/5/1956 trudc Quoc Hoi. Cach nay hay cach khac, gidi tri thirc vavan nghé si bi duavao cai
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bay ty phé va phé binh x8y dung—dé cubi cuing bi Mao bo roi, tro thanh nan nhan bi hai trudc
hong sling quan doi “giai phdng nhan dan,” cung co quan cdng an va mat vu. (108)

2. Kimmen [Kim Mén]- Matu [M&Té] & India:

O mot mat nhin phién dién, hiém khich Nga-Hoa c6 vé khai ngudn tir bién cb Kimmen
[Quemoy]-Matu [M&T4] nam 1958. Ngay 28/7/1958, Khrushchev dwa dé nghi hop thuong dinh
véi M¥, Bri-tén, Phép, va Indiadé giai quyét van dé Trung Dong [Lebanon, US Marines, 5-
10/1958]. Bangay sau, 31/7, Khrushchev bi mat dén tham Bac Kinh. Trong thoi gian ¢ BK, ¢6 I&
do su chéng d6i cia Mao, Khrushchev rdt lai dé nghi hop thuong dinh. Cubi thang 8/1958, Mao
bat ¢au ban pha mot sd dao trén eo bién Bai Loan vade doatin cong dao quéc ndy. Co tin Mao
chi muén tao cang thang dé tra diia sy can thiép cua Bri-tén va M§ tai Trung Dong. Theo mot tac
gia Nga, dip nay Bac Kinh xui duc Nga S6 duong dau véi My bang vii khi nguyén ti—nhung
Khrushchev tu kém ché. Bong thoi khdng mudn 1am vao céi bay goi 1a“ Tea son quan hé dau”
[ngoi trén nli xem ho danh nhau] cia Bac Kinh. (109)

Sur ¢6 nady chang phai khéng thé xay ra. Tai Pai hoi cac Dang CS & Mat-sco-vatir ngay 14 téi
16/11/1957, Mao tirng tuyén bd: “Gi6é Béng s3 vuot qua gid Tay [ The East wind prevails over
the West wind].” Ngdy 18/11, Mao lap lai nhan dinh quen thudc rang bom nguyén i chi 1a“cop
gidy.” Theo Mao, trong mot cudc néi chuyén véi 1anh dao mot nuéc [Nehru?], vi 1anh dao d6
tuyén b néu co chién tranh nguyén tir, toan nhan loai S8 bi tan diét. Nhung Mao khéng dong y.
Mao tin rang cho di nira nhan loai chét, mot nra con lai s tiéu diét dé qudc, xay dirng mot thé
gioi XHCN méi. Nhan dan TH chua hoan tat cugc kién thiét, va mong mudn hoa binh, nhung
néu thuc dan mudn gay chién, TH s& quyét tam danh dén cuing, trude khi téi thiét. Néu mdi ngay
lo so chién tranh, khi chién tranh téi, ta s 1am gi? Ho, Pham Hing va Lé Duan tham dy. Tito
khong dy. (110) Tiép d6, nam 1959, Khrushchev nghiéng han ve phia India khi xay ra.cugc tranh
chap bién gisi gitta hai nuc dong dan nhat A Chau. Ngay 9/9/1959, thong tan x4 TASS phd
bién tuyén céo vé lap truong Ngatrong vu tranh chap bién gisi India-TH. Sang ngay 9/9, Nga
méi cho BK xem noi dung, vatéi do phét hanh, bat ké sy chéng dbi cua Bac Kinh. Ngay
30/9/1959, sau khi du Hoi nghi thuong dinh véi Eisenhower ¢ Camp David, Khrushchev bay
thang dén Bic Kinh. Ngay trong da tiéc do Mao khoan da, Khrushchev chi trich nhirng nguoi
muén “ding sirc manh dé thir lra sy vitng chic caa ché do tu ban [test by force the stability of
the capitalist system].” BK cho rang day |aam chi sy hiéu chién caa BK tai eo bién Dai Loan va
bién gisi TH-India. Khrushchev ciing nhic viéc Lenin ting dong y thanh 14p “Cong Hoa Vién
Paéng Siberia,” dé khuyén Mao nén tam thoi dé yén Pai Loan.

Chuyén viéng thim ndy xay ratrong khdng khi ngay mot cing thang giira Kremli va Trung Nam
Hai.

3. Nga khong vién trg diing mikc, nhat 1a ky thuat nguyén tir.

Dudi thoi Stalin, vi can vién trg ciing nhu sy che cho cia Nga, Mao tam thoi déng vai dan em
trong khdi QTCS. Theo chi thi caa Stalin, Mao thyc hién nhitng ké hoach kinh té mé phong theo
Nga. Tuy nhién, s6 von dau tu caa Nga cho ké hoach ngii nién thir nhat chi duoc 3%. Mirc san
xuat néng nghiép khdng dat chi tiéu, vathanh qua ¢a bi phong dai. Trung Hoa ciing chuatién
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gan duoc mirc ky nghé hoa[hay cong nghé hda] mong mubn, machi dat tién bo vé ky nghé nhe
hay cong nghé tiéu dung.

Nga S ciing khdng nhiét tinh xuat cang ky thuat qua Trung Hoa. Théi do hiéu chién [bellicose]
ciia Mao lamat trong nhirng ly do: K thuat ché tao bom nguyén tir ¢ tién trién, nhung TC
khdng c6 phuong tién dé tha bom [delivery]. Thang 6/1959, Khrushchev tu dong huy bo hiép
udc 1957, theo d6 Lién SO s2 cung cap cho quan doi THNDCHQ k¥ thuat quén sy hién dai, ké ca
mot trd bom nguyeén tir kiéu mau.

Théng 4/1960, nhan dip sinh nhat thir 90 caa Lenin, Bac Kinh an hanh tai liéu “Van tué cha
nghia Lenin [Long Live Leninism]”—mat thir tuyén ngdn doc 1ap véi Nga, giadn tiép tan cong
chinh sé&ch ciing ton tai hoa binh [indirectly attacking Khrushchev’s policy]. Vao gittanam 1960,
su bat hoa phét trién tir nhirng chi trich béng gi6, xa gan téi sy trao doi nhing 161 nhuc ma [In
mid-1960, the Sino-Soviet conflicts escalated from written polemic to verbal slugfest]. Tai Pai
hoi Bang CS Rumania, Khrushchev [én @n Trung Cong la “khung,” &p dung nhirng bién phap
Trbt-kit chéng Nga Sb; trong khi Peng Zhen [Banh Chan] 1én an Ngalabon “xét lai”
[revisionists]. Mua Hé 1960, tré lai Mat-sco-va, Khrushchev triéu hdi 1,400 chuyén vién; vi ho
bi ngugc d&i—d cé nhiéu [0 chirng nguoc lai. (111)

4. Di biét vé mé thirc thuc hién Marxist-L eninism:

Nam 1958 toan thé Hoa luc bi x&o tron tir ré gc trong ké hoach “Budc Dai Nhay Vot” [BDNV,
Great Leap Forward] cia Mao. Ngay 28/1/1958, Mao dwara chi thuyét “bat doan cach mang”

[ pu tuan ko-ming] , hay “céach mang khéng ngirng.” Tai Hoi nghi 2, khéa V111 vao thang 4/1958,
Mao khoi xuéng viéc cai bién xa hoi Trung Hoa thanh mot x& hoi Cong San. Theo Mao, dan
Trung Hoacé hai déc tinh: ngheo va dau 6c tinh khéi nhu to giy trang. Vi nghéo, dan chung
mong muén thay d6i, mot dac tinh cia cach mang. Vi dau 6c tinh khdi, nhu trang gidy tring, co
thé khoi viét 1én nhung dai ty tot dep nhat. Tai Dai hoi IX Dang CSTH vao thang 5/1958, Luu
Thiéu Ky dé xudng khau hiéu “cach mang khéng ngirng”, vatuyén bd bt dau thi nghiém “nhan
déan cong X&' [renmin gongshe] —mA hinh dugc dy trd nhu don vi Xahdi tai ving thon qué cua
mot x& hoi Cong San, phan ty phét, phan do chinh quyén dia phuong chi xuéng. Mau don vi xa
hoi kiéu Mao-it nay tach biét han véi trai kiéu mau tap thé [collective farms] caa Ngatrong ké
hoach nam nam lan tha nhat (1953-1958), nham cong nghé hda ndng thén, nhay vot 1én xa hoi
Cong San makhodng can qua khau tiéu tu san nhu theo truyén théng Stalin. Tuy nhién, truge chi
trich caa khdi Nga S8, ngay 5/5/1958 Luu Thiéu Ky tuyén b rang TH van trung thanh véi
thuyét cach mang giai doan [revolution by stages] caa Marxist-Leninism. Ngay 1/7/1958, Hong
Ky ding bai cua Chen Pota[Tran BaDat], chinh thirc dong ddu Marx, Lenin vaMao trén ké
hoach cong x& nhan dan. Tiép d6, BaDat di dién thuyét giai thich thém vé mé hinh Cong San
trén. Mao ciing di tham céc ving ndng thdn, ké ca H6 Nam, dé van dong sy ung ho chéng lai théi
d6 lung chung caa nhom thu lai [bureaucracy] Bang va chinh phu, do Banh Buc Hoa cling
Thiéu Ky-Tiéu Binh dai dién. Cudi nam 1958, Mao cho lap nhan dan cong xa trén toan qubc,
trén duong chuyén sang Cong San. Ngay 29/8/1958, BCHTW mé rong (enlarged) chap thuan
mot tiéu chuan Cong San bi Mao-hod, theo d6 hé théng phan phdi tlly theo mirc lao dong, thay vi
tay thudc theo nhu cau caa Marx. Bé nghi mdi c¢dng xa co trung binh 2,000 hd.

Hau qua r6 rang nhat |a ké hoach ngii nién thir hai rap khuon Nga bj tam géc. Céc nong truong
dugc cai bien thanh khoang 24,000 cdng xa nhan dan, trung binh gom 5,000 hg, qui tu khoang
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30,000 nguoi. Nhung sd ho vadau nguoi thay déi theo dia phuong, tir 5,000 dén 100,000 ngudi.
Tu san hoan toan bi loai bo. Nhém Mao-it cling thi nghiém thyc hién cdng xa nhén dan ¢ thanh
thi nhung khong thanh cong. (112)

Viéc 16i kéo sy chl'y caa nhitng nha quan sat |a cuoc thanh trirng Banh Buc Hoai [Peng Dehual,
1898-1974] tai Hoi nghi 8 & Lu Shan [Lu Son, 2-26/8/1959], va chién dich tao thanh bon “hitu
khuynh” cia Mao cting nhém Thiéu Ky-Tiéu Binh. Thong ché Hoai, Uy vién BCT, Pho Tha
tudng, kiém Bo truong Quéc Phong-tirng theo Mao tir Ching kang shan [Tinh Cuong Son] nam
1928, thanh lap S6-viét Cong HoaTrung Hoa o phia nam tinh Giang Tay [Jiangxi] (Juichin) vao
théng 11/1931, duoc coi nhu dién tap cho giai doan Yenan [Dién An]. Hoai con ladanh tuéng
chi huy tran chién Triéu Tién (1950-1954), nén chu truong phai gap rat hién dai hda Quan Giai
Phong. Khi thim Ngava bang Au trong mua Xuan 1959, Hoai khong dau Khrushchev sy bt
binh vé chinh sach Bai Nhay Vot. Chinh sach chéng Nga vatéi 1ap dan quan caa phe Maoist,
theo Hoai, gy ton hai cho ké hoach hién dai hda QPGP [PLA]. Vé lai Bic Kinh, Hodi tiép tuc
da kich chinh séch Budc Dai Nhay Vot [BDNV]. Ngay 14/7, Hoai viét thu cho MTD phan khang
“su hoang tudng tiéu tu san caa nhém Mao-it.” Gitrallc d6, ngdy 18/7, trong mot didn van tai
Poland [Ba Lan], Khrushchev da kich nhéan dan cong xa cia Mao-ap lai nhirng nhan xét nhu “so
khai va cudng diéu [primitive and fanatical]” khi néi véi TNS Hubert Humphrey ngay
1/12/1958. (Béo NY Herald Tribune vao cuéi thang 12/1958 va béo Life ngay 12/1/1959 d& pho
bien tin trén).

Mao va gisi than can—nhu Lam Buu, Chu An Lai, v.. v. ..— két 4n Hoai d&toarap voi ngoai qubc
[Khrushchev] chéng lai Bang vanhanudc. Tir didn van ngdy 23/7/1959 tai Hoi nghi troi b Lu
Son, téi nghi quyét Hoi nghi 8 ngay 26/8/1959, Hodi bi t kho roi céch chirc vi hitu khuynh va
chéng Bang. (113)

Giong diéu thuong ton chang toc vavan hda—nhat lakhia canh bai ngoai néi chung-trong hai
chién dich danh Cao Curong-Nhiéu Thau Thach va Banh Bic Hoai khién Khrushchev cuc ky
quan tam. Theo mét hoc gia, tai Bucharest nam 1960, Khrushchev cho rang Cao Cuong hay Puc
Hoai ching c6 15i gi hon chbng ddi chinh séch cia Mao. Co quan tuyén truyén Bic Kinh ciing
tung ratin d6n Khrushchev dang am muu khuyén khich nhitng phan tir chbng Mao néi day, lat
d6 mot Mao da gianua, bi thoi gian vathuc té vuot qua. Nhung Hoi nghi Lu Son khéng mang
lai chién thing tron ven cho phe Mao-it. N6 phan anh diu hiéu thut 10i du tién cia BDNV.
Théng céo ngdy 26/8/1959 cua Hoi nghi tiét 16 nhitng két qua kinh té caa nam thi nhit BBNV
da phéng dai ti 40-50%. Théc, chang han, thuc té chi thu dugc 250 trigu tan thay vi 375 trigu
tin. (114)

Thién tai, bdo lut va si thit thu vu Mia 1959 cuing sy chdng déi caa dan chiing véi ké hoach
cdng x& nhan dan [collectivization va communes] trong hai nam 1959-1960 khién tinh hinh toi té
hon. Nan thiéu thyc pham vadéi de doa nhiéu noi. Nhung Mao qui tréch s thit bai caabude
Pai Nhay Vot cho bon tu san da d6t nhap hang ngii Bang.

5. Chinh sach “ sdng chung hoa binh” ma Nga dé xwéng khdng mang lai wu thé mong muén
cho BK.

Ngay 24/2/1956, ciing tai Dai hoi XX Bang CSLS, Khrushchev cong b6 chu treong “song chung
hoa binh” gitta cac nuéc co he thong t6 chirc xa hoi khac nhau-tirc tam ngung cudc dau tranh
gianh doc quyen thong tri the gidi caagiai cap vo san. Thuc ra, tu cudi nam 1953, Chu An Lai
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cling d& dwa ranam [5] nguyén tac sbng chung hoa binh. Nhung cting hién hiru hoa binh caa
Khrushchev nham vao céc xa hoi ki nghé hoa, Ki-td gido vat ban phuong Tay, thuong tu nhan
dng trén mot vi thé cao hon nhiing nuéc dang phét trien hay cham tién. Song chung hoa binh
cuaMao vaChu An Lai thyc hién giita c&c nuéc ma sau ndy Mao goi la“thé giéi thir ba’ —tirc
nhitng qudc gia hanh tinh caa hai siéu cudng My-Nga, vamot s qudc giatréi don nhu Phép, v

v... Khoang cach ky thuat khé lap bang gitta c&c nude cong nghé hdava dang phét trién dua Mao
dén 40 vong lay y chi con nguoi dé virot qua hé ngan cach khoa hoc-kj thugt. Hon mot lan, Mao
vi My nhu “cop glay” vaNga S, “con giu Bic cuc.” Bai tho viét trong dip sinh nhat 69 tudi
[1962] ciaMao phan nao phan anh cao vong do: “ Chi dang anh hung dam san cop; chang ai can
dam lai e sy loa gau.” Nhém Mao-it gitp dién nghia thém rang cop day la cop giay M, vagau
laam chi giu Bic Cuc Nga.

“ Only the heroes dare to chase the tiger [USA],
Still less does any braver fellow fear the bear [USSR].” (115)

Ngay 9/1/1963-ttc hai ngay sau khi bao Pravda chinh thirc tan cong TH-Mao lam bai tho dugc
cdng b cudi cuing trong doi, vi ké thi nhu 1ol doc triing can diét tron:

“We must swept away all the harmful insects,

Until not a single enemy remains.” (116)

Ngay 14/6/1963, Mao viét thu, phu nhan vai tro 12nh dao ciaNga, rfSi buoc toi Khrushchev da
phan boi [betrayed] phong trao cach mang tai Nga ciing nhu trén thé gidi [itsrevolutionary at
home and abroad]. (117)

6. Van deé trg gitp “ phong trao giai phéng quéc gia.”

Tai Déng Duong, trong hai nam 1955-1956, Bac Kinh muén Ha Noi tam thoi lo x8y dung mién
Bic, chi dau tranh chinh tri ¢é thuc hién diéu khoan théng nhat dat nugc quatong tuyén ci. Mao
valanh dao Bang CSTH nhiéu lan khuyén Ha Noi tam quén mién Nam. Mao duaratriét ly cé
chéi vadong bui Dai Loan—choi chua quét toi, bui van nam yeén.

Sau khi Ngd Binh Diém tuyén bb khdng bi rang budc bai Hiép dinh Geneva, Chu An Lai chi
phan doi chiéu ¢, doi ta trigu tap Hoi nghi Geneva, nhung Bri-tén phan doi. Sau buoi hop tai
London ngay 11/4/1956, Gromyko va Lord Reading dong y khéng thé triep tap Hoi nghi

Geneva, tam dinh ho&n bau cir v0 han dinh, vacsi bo cho Phap trach nhiém t6 chirc bau ci.
UBQT/KSBC [ICC] duogc yéu cau tiép tuc nhiém vu cho téi ngdy tong tuyén cir. Phép ciing duoc
yéu cau lam trung gian. (118)

Tuy nhién, H5 va Lé Duan khéng chiu budng tay, theo ding duong 16i Marxist-Leninist: cach
mang latan cong, khong tan cong tat that bai. Chuyén viéng thim Ha Noi tir ngay 2 téi 6/4/1956
cia Phé Thu tuéng Nga Anatas Mikoyan khdng c6 théng céo chung—vi Mikoyan c6 1€ théng bao
quyét dinh tam thoi chip nhan c6 hai nudc Viét Nam s8 dat duoc tai London trong phién hop so
bo gitta Gromyko va Lord Reading ngay 11/4/1956. Bé c6 quan vién danh mién Nam, Ho vaLé
Duan dat mot thoa thuan nao d6 véi Bac Kinh—nhu quay mat 1am ngo cho Béic Kinh chiém hai
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dao 16n nhét cia quan dao Hoang Sanam 1956, vardi ngay 14/8/1958, Pham Van Bong nhan
danh Thi tudgng chinh phu viét thu cho Chu An Lai thiranhan bién gidi do Béac Kinh vé ramuoi
ngdy trudc. (Trong hai nam 1945-1946, tirong nén thém, Ho va Hoang Minh Gidam hon mgt lan
dung vinh Cam Ranh 1am moi nhiz M can thiép vao Viét Nam, nhung khong thanh cong). T
cudi 1957, dau 1958, Duan bat dau dwacén bo tap két tre lai mién Nam (nhu Tran Bach Diang,
qua nga Cam-bdt), trong khi QPND duéi quyén Chu Huy Man va Tran Van Tratién sang Ha
Lao—dudi danh nghiatro gitp Pathet Lao—thiét 1ap hanh lang tiép van dai theo bién gidgi, tir déo
Mu Giatéi vung Tchépone maco tin Bic Viét dit tén thanh quan “Huong Lap.” (119) Sau nay,
mot cuu Thiéu ta Lyuc luong Dac Biét Bé | VNCH bai béc chi tiét trén, cho ring 6ng tavan an
toan & xe Jeep tir Lao Bao téi Tchépone. Chang hiéu cap chi huy Béc Viét khéo che diu luc
lwong theo 1énh L& Duan, hay quan Huong Lap chi [amat chi tiét tiéu thuyét hoalich sir.

Tir nam 1958, trong mot tinh toan ky ludng va phirc tap, Mao muén ding phong trao giai phong
qudc giadé mo rong anh huang. Cudc phéo kich Kim Mén-Ma T6 thang 8/1958—ngoai tuyén
truyén doi thong nhat 1anh tho—con cd muc dich phan déi su can thiép bang v luc cia My va
Bri-tén & Trung Bang va Lebanon. Cudi nam 1958, Bic Kinh quan vién cho Algeriatrong cujc
chién khang Phép. Tur 1958 t6i 1963, Bic Kinh cho Algeria khoang 150,000 vii khi canhan va
dai béc, ké ca 30,000 siing do M§ ché tao, tich thu duoc ¢ Hoaluc va Triéu Tién. (Zhai 2000:82)

Mao ciing giao cho Luu Thiéu Ky, Chu An Lai, Bang Tiéu Binh cling Banh Birc Hoai nghién
ctru valap ké hoach gitp Bang LDVN, dong thoi chdng lai y dinh can thiép vao Bong Duong
ciia M§. Tuy nhién, Bic Kinh chi dong ¥ cho danh nho, nang vé dau tranh chinh tri hon quén sy,
theo phuong thirc “truong ky khang chien én.” Muc tiéu giai doan dat rala“trung 1ap” héamién
Nam, theo kiéu mau Kampucheava L o, hau tranh truc dién voi My. (120)

Cudc thanh trirng Banh Burc Hoai tai Hoi nghi Lu Son vamdi hiém khich Nga-Hoa quanh chu deé
quyén loi qudc giavaan ninh, khién nhiét tinh tro gitp cudc cach mang giai phéng quéc giad
Dong Duong thém phirc tap.

V6i myc dich 16i cudn H6 vabang LDVN vé phiaBic Kinh, tir nam 1959-1960, Mao tir bo
chinh séch “cay choi vaddng bui,” truc tiép gitp Dang LDVN ma rong chién tranh qua Lo roi
l4n chiém Nam Viét Nam. Ngay 11/3/1959, TC cuc lyc da kich chi nghia dé quéc xam luoc [caa
M$]. Sau khi Bong qua Bac Kinh xin vign trg ¢é danh mién Nam, Bac Kinh cir Luo Riging [La
Thuy Khanh], Tham muu truong Khdng quan Trung Cong, cam dau mot pha doan qua Viét
Nam nghién ciru tinh hinh. Phé doan nay gom cé Zeng Sheng, Bé nhat Phé Tu lénh Ham doi
Nam Hai. Zhang Aiping chi thi cho phé doan |a Trung Cong s3 thoaméan bét cir nhitng gi Ha
Noi yéu cau trong kha niang. (Zhai 2000:82-3).

T6i HaNGi ngay 10/11/1959, phai doan Luo Riging tham quan nam quén khu, phi truong, cea
bién va cac nha may. Pham Van Bang nhan danh Bo Chinh Tri Bang LDVN balan tuyén bé dat
moi hy vong & su gilp d& cua Béc Kinh. Tuy nhién, thang 5/1960, trudc khi HANGi triéu tap Dai
Hai 111 dé cdng bd chinh sach thén tinh mién Nam bang va luc, Chu An Lai vabing Tiéu Binh
nhan manh rang Bang LDV N phai linh dong, gidi han cudng do cudc chién dé tranh su can thiép
truc tiép cua My—tirc ddu tranh chinh tri ¢ thanh phé vavi luc giéi han & ndng thon. (121) Thuat
ngit “ chién tranh nhan dan” caa Mao bét dau duoc cac cip chi huy vatuyén gido Viét Nam td
hong chudt luc, coi nhu kinh dién.



Théng 12/1960, sau khi HaNoi khai sinh gia tic Mt Trdn Dan Tgc Gigi Phong Mien Nam Viét
Nam [MTDT/ GPMN], Bic Kinh thira nhan ngay t6 chirc “giai phong qudc gia” nay vavién trg
vii khi, kinh té ciing nhu cho muon dién dan tuyén truyén tinh vi, khong 16 cua Bic Kinh. Béi
thé, dai theo giai doan thir hai caa cudc chién 30 nam, khdng thiéu hoc gia va chinh khéch thé
gi¢i duaralap luan ring MTDT/ GPMNVN lamét phong trao “ te phat” cua dan ching mién
Nam, chdng lai ché d6 doc tai, tham nhiing Ngé Dinh Diém. Ngay 29/11/1961, chang han,
Thuong nghi si My Allen J. Ellender tuyén bé véi céc vién chixc My tai Sai Gon rang tinh hinh
ri loan & Nam Viét Nam ching lién hé gi dén Bac Viét. Tat ca do sy tham nhiing cua chinh phu
Diém. Sy tham nhiing nay do vién trg My gay nén. (122) Bugc Bo Chinh tri Bang LDVN cho ra
cong khai giiraliic Nhay DU va Thiy Quan Luc Chién |am dao chinh ché ¢6 Ngd Binh Diém
ngay 11/11/1960, MTDT/GPMN chinh thirc cong b thanh 1ap ngay 12/12/1960, valam & ra
mat dém 19 rang 20/12/1960 tai chién khu C (tirc Duong Minh Chau), phiabac Tay Ninh. N6
chang lagi hon mét co cau chinh tri ngoai vi caiaPang LDVN, do cén bo CS quan tri trén thuc
té, vadiéu dong tir Ban Bi Thu ciing Bo Chinh Tri & HaNbi. (123)

Trong chuyén thaim HaNai tir ngay 9 toi 14/5/1960, Chu An Lai ciing nhic dén thuyét “thé gidi
thir ba,” y&u cau HaNoi chéng Kremli vayém trg cudc tranh chap bién gidi véi India Nhu dé
nhtr moi, khi Pham Van Bdng dé nghi vay 500 triéu nhan dan té cho ké hoach ngii nién, Lai néi
c6 thé vay mot sb tién 16n hon. Nhung khi Lé Duan goi ¥ vé “nhan dan cong x&,” An Lai khuyén
nén tap trung vao viéc phét trién néng nghiép va céng nghé nhe. (124)

Tai Dai Hoi 111 citabang LDVN vao thang 9/1960, N. A. Mukhitdinov, Bi thu thir nhit BCHTU
Uzbekistan, chi duoc vé tay lich si khi ndi vé s quan trong caa chinh séch sbng chung hoabinh
gitta cac xa hoi theo hé théng chinh tri x& hoi khac nhau. Trong khi d6, Ly Phi Xuan duoc ca hoi
truong nong nhiét hoan nghénh khi cangoi vahd hao “nhirng cudc chién tranh giai phong chéng
lai dé quéc My vartay sai nguoi Viét.” (Radvanyi, 1978:30) H6 Chi Minh va Lé Duan thi thé s
da bai ché do phét xit Diém vathong nhat dat nuéce biang vii luc, vakéu goi thanh 1ap mot mat
tran thong nhat dé giai phéng mién Nam. (125)

Mic di chong lai viéc nay, Khrushchev phai quay mét lam ngo. (Zha 2000:89) Trong tam chinh
sach ngoai giao cia Khrushchev van [a Au Chau, Trung Bong vachau My Latin.

Phan Bic Kinh, du chua mudn leo thang chién tranh, van chiéu theo HaNoi véi diéu kién chi
dugc danh nho, cam chan M & Bong Duong. Ric rdi nhat 1asy chiaré khé bé han gan gittaNga
va Trung Cong sau ngdy Khrushchev ha bé Stalin nam 1956. Chuyén viéng tham Trung Hoa vao
thang 10/1959 caa Khrushchev chi lam hiém khich gitta hai bén mé rong. Thang 4/1960, Nhan
Dan Nhdt B&o viét bai “Van Tué Cha nghia L&nin,” gian tiép tan cong cha treong caa
Khrushchev. Tir gitta nam 1960, cudc tranh chiap Nga-Trung chuyén tir vin dé cha thuyét qua
nhitng |oi si va. Tai Dai hoi Bang Cong San Rumania vao thang 6/1960, Khrushchev va dai dién
Trung Cong Peng Zhen (Banh Chan) trao d6i nhirng 16i nhuc ma. Phe Lién S 1én &n Bic Kinh
la“khang,” &p dung nhitng duong 16i “Trbt-kit” chdng lai Lién Sb. Bic Kinh chup cho Mat-sco-
vacai mii “xét lai.” Ho tim cach hoa giai, nhung that bai.( 126)

Tai Pai hoi 1an thi bacaiaPang LDVN (5-10/9/1960), dai dién Nga van khuy@n HaNoi nén
theo dudi chinh séch “théng nhat trong hoa binh” theo tinh than hiép dinh Geneva.( 127). Tuy
nhién, tir nam 1960, néu khdng phai sém hon, Bi thu thr nhat caaBang LDVN chi truong
chang con mot giai phap nao khéc hon lat do ché doc tai, phét xit Diém. (128)
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Tir nam 1962, Bac Kinh vaHaNoi xich lai gan nhau hon. Mot trong nhirng |y do la chinh sach
hoa hoadn vai My vakhoi tu ban cia Khruschev.

Chu thuyét tan bién cuong cia chinh phﬁ John F. Kennedy (1961-1963)—nham d&p ung chinh
séch “chién tranh gidi phdng qudc gia’ ciiakhoi CS ma Tuong Maxwell D. Taylor dién ta nhu
nhirng cudc xam luoc bang du kich chién [Khrushchev's “ wars of liberation” which were para-
wars of guerilla aggression] (129)-thoat tién khién Khrushchev tam thoi tir bo 1ap truong cung
t6n tai hoa binh gitrahai siéu cuong. Trong hai nam 1961-1962, Khrushchev truc tiép duong dau
M trén mot tran tuyén khong nguyén tir tai Cuba, Lao, Tay Berlin vaViét Nam, dusi dang thic
“chién tranh giai phong quéc gia.”

Tai Hoi nghi thugng dinh Vienna (3-4/6/1961), Khrushchev chi dong y voi Kennedy cho Lo
duoc doc 1ap vatrung 1ap. Ngay 16/11/1961, dé phic dap hai 14 thu cia Khrushchev vé
Germany, Lao va Viét Nam, Kennedy cho rang nhitng diéu Khrushchev phan tich vé VN khang
chinh xéc. Khang dinh s ung ho ché do trung 1ap ¢ Lao vabao vé VNCH. Yéu cau Khrushchey
can thiép cho BV dé yén mién Nam. (130)

A w

Bién co “hoatién Cuba’ nam 1962 tao co hoi cho hal phe Nga-M§ tim céch giam thiéu moi de
doahuy diét nguyén tir. No luc thuong thuyet cac hiép udc gidi han v khi nguyén tir duoc khoi
xudng, dat két qua dau tién vao ngay 25/7/1963 gitra ba nuéc My, Ngava Bri-tén. (131)

Mic di Trung Nam Hai ciing c6 nhitng cudc tiép xtc bi mat véi M, dugc Mao chap thuan trén
nguyén tac, nhung Mao di dan dén Iap truang chi con minh Mao va 600 triéu dan Trung Hoa
ganh véc cugc truong chinh cach mang. Con gau Bac Cyc Lién So da bi chi phdi bai thuyét
Khrushchev, tirc xét lai. Cop gidy My thi van laké thu cia“cach mang.” Hai ngay sau khi
Pravda chinh thirc da kich bon gido diéu Mao vao ngay 7/1/1963, trong bai tho cudi cling duoc
cong bd, Mao khang dinh: Phdi diét tron loai con tring nguy hiém, cho téi khi khéng con ké thi
nao hién hizu.” (132)

Tir thoi diém ndy, néu tin duoc Bo Ngoai Giao CHXHCNVN, Tong Bi thu Bang Tieu Binh tim
dua céchly gién Ha Noi vaNga S6, hl’rqsé vién trg mét ti nhan dép té néu Lé Duan chap thuan
gianhap khoi The Gigi Thir Ba[11 quoc gia] do Bac Kinh cam dau vangung nhan vién tro Nga.
(133)

Tuy nhién, L& Duan tir chdi, giir nguyén tinh trang di gidy, khai thac mau thuan ciahai nuéc vira
laddng chi viralaanh em, hy vong gitr duoc mot khoanh troi xoay xé theo y riéng. H6 va Duan
hiéu ré rang chi cd Lién Sd Nga cung tng dugc vii khi téi tan dé chdng tra lién minh M$-Diém.
Hon nita, sy nghi ngd, 1o so vé &p luc Trung Hoa tdon dong dd nhiéu doi. Bé duy tri quan hé bt
binh d¢ang Hoa-Viét, khong thé khdng co nhitng doi taéc manh hon hay ngang hang véi Bac Kinh.
Hinh anh biéu trung nhat caaDang LDVN |amét con bach tudc nhiéu voi—hai voi 16n nhat
hudng vé Mat-sco-vava Bic Kinh; trong khi nhitng chiéc voi nho khéc chia nhau nhom ngo tir
phuong Xin vién trg va yém tro chinh tri-ngoai giao tir Déng Au qua Trung Déng, Nam My,
trong chién lugc ma cén bo Trung Cong vabong Au miamai 1a“anh huing khat thyc.” Ho Chi
Minh sau ndy con viét thu cho ca Gido Hoang Ki-t6 va Tong thong Phép Charles de Gaulle yéu
cau tim mot giai phap cho Viét Nam trén 1ap truong cia HaNoi vagia tdc MTDT/ GPMNVN,
cian ban do Ban Bi Thu cung Bo Chinh Tri & HaN6i soan thao.
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Sy ran nirt Nga-Hoa khién Ha Nbi roi vao tinh trang bi réi. Ca hai cuong quoc dan anh déu
mubn |6i kéo Ha Noi vé phiaminh. Ha Nai thi chi mudn khai thdc mau thuin caahai dan anh dé
huong loi, thuc hién tham vong “nhat thong” dat nudc, duaBang CSVN Ién vi thé cam quyén,
hau c6 toan quyén thay tim, doi 6c con nguai. Bai vay, HaANGi gitr mot khoang céch vira phai
véi Kremli, trong khi tinh than “méi ho, rang lanh” véi Bac Kinh cai thién. Tuy nhién, Ha Noi
khéng hoan toan thoa mén trong vong tay che chd ciia Trung Nam Hai, vi cho téi thang 5/1963,
Bic Kinh van khuy@n Ha Noi chi nén danh nho, cam chan M & mién Nam, va chi cung cap cho
MTDT/GPMN vi khi nhe. (134)

Khai thac mau thuan giira cac d6i tac dé gianh phan banh 16n nhit c6 thé c6 cho minh labai hoc
khai tam cua dao duc va tu tuong Ho Chi Minh. Boi thé, ngay 16/1/1963, tin tir Paris ghi nhan
anh huang Trung Cong giating ¢ Bac Viét. Nhidu ngudn tin Phép ghi nhan sb ¢b van Lién sd
giam tir 60 t6i 15% trong hai nam 1960-1961; trong khi c6 van TC tang tir 28% t6i 80%. (135)

Viéc Mat-sco-vadoi Bac Vigt tra ng, vanhat laviéc thuong thuyét hiép uéc gioi han thi nghiém
v khi nguyén tir gitra Mat-sco-vava My cang khién Lé Duan-Lé buc Tho nghiéng dan vé phia
“gido diéu” Trung Cong, du khdng cong khai chéng lai phe “xét lai” Nga.

Théng 3/1963, La Thuy Khanh lai ddn dau mot phéi doan quan su tham Ha Noi, cd & dé danh
giachién thang Ap Bac. Hai thang sau, Luu Thiéu Ky—Cha tich NN, kiém Phé Cha tich Bang
CSTH-tham Ha Noi tir 10 dén 16/5/1963. Sau khi gap H6 va Lé Duan, Thiéu Ky tuyén bb Trung
Cong sz lahau phuong 16n cho VNDCCH néu M§ tan cong. Thiéu Ky con khen dién vin ciaLé
Duan trong thang 3/1963 nhan dip gid thir 80 Marx, cangoi mé hinh chién tranh cach mang caa
Pang CSTH, vaxéc dinh chién tranh giai phong méi bao vé hda binh mét céch tich cuc vi lam
suy yéu dé qubc M. Trong tuy@n céo chung, cuing da kich xét lai Tito. (136)

Ngay 4/6/1963, Mao con ndi vai mot phai doan CSBYV tai Wuhan vfe viéc Ngadoi ng Ha Noi.
Theo Mao, vay ng TH IGc ndo ¢ tra ciing dugc; khdng tra ciing chang sao. (137)

Viéc Khruschchev ky véi My va Bri-tén Hiép uwéc cim thi nghiém nguyén ti trén khéng gian,
trong khi quyén vaduéi day bién [ The Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapons Testsin the
Atmosphere, in Outer Sapce and Under the Water] tai Mat-sco-va (14 UST 1313) ngay
5/8/1963) tao co hdi cho Bic Kinh cong khai phii nhan vi thé 12nh dao khéi CS caa Kremli.
Ngay 31/7/1963, Bic Kinh gay git phan ddi hiép wéc trén—mét van kién ching té s boi phan
ciaNga S véi phong trao Cong San-tic thoa hiép véi dé quoc M. Tir ngdy ndy, quan hé gitra
Kremli vaBac Kinh tra thanh cong khai doi nghich. HANgi ¢ vé bénh vuc 1ap truong BK.
(138)

Théng 9/1963-khi Khrushchev triéu tap mot cudc hdi thao dé truc xuat Bic Kinh khoi phong
trao CS- Chu An Lai t6 chirc mot cudc gap mit dai biéu cac Bang CS Viét, Lao, Indonesia. Phéi
doan Viét Nam c6 Nguyén Chi Thanh, vaMudi Clc [Nguyén Vian Linh], (Zhai, 2000:117-19).
Co & day ladip Lai dé nghi 11 nude lién minh chéng Nga, nhung vi L& Duan tir chdi, nén khong
thanh. Theo Ha Néi, Bing Tiéu Binh tirng dé nghi 1 ti nhan dan té néu Ha No6i ngung nhan vién
tro Nga. (139)

Tuy nhién, thang 10/1963, HaNoi da kich lap truong xét lai cua Yugoslaviava Tito, dong thoi
bénh vuc 14p truong gido diéu [“dogmatism”] caa Bac Kinh. Bé khuyén khich H6 vabang
LDVN gianhap khdi tan QTCS do Bic Kinh cha treong, thang 12/1963, Li Tianyou [Ly Thién
Hiru], Pho TTMT PLA, dan mot phéi doan quan sy sang tham VN. Trong khi d6, Hoi nghi 9
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khoalll cuabang LDVN quyét nghi dua quan chinh qui CSBV vao Nam. Vangay 27/12/1963,
Mao viét thu nong nhiét khen H6 ¢6 mét cudc dam thoai xuat sac véi Mao.(140)

Chua mét tu liéu ndo caa chinh phi Diém lién quan dén quan hé gitta Bac Kinh, Mat-svo-vava
HaNoi duoc phét hign. Nhung mét chi tiét dang ghi nhan 1a chiéu ngay 2/9/1963, Nhu néi voi
Lodge rang Trung Cong tung dé nghi ban hai [2] phi co U-40. Thyc chang co dé nghi trén? Chi
tiét nay lién quan gi dénviéc Y si Tran Van Do vaNgd Binh Luyén thuong nhic dén oi moi
thiét 1ap mot Toa Lanh sy Nam Viét Nam tai Bic Kinh caa Chu An Lai sau khi ky Hiép dinh
Geneva 20-21/7/1954? Hién nhién, anh em Diém Nhu rat mo hd vé sy ran nit Nga-Hoa, ciing
anh huéng ciiand trén chu truong “cach mang latan cong, khong tan cong lathét bai” ciaHo va
Lé Duan.

Cho t6i khi tai liéu van khd giai mat, ching taméi biét rd dugc ban tay cia Trung Cong vacén
b6 tinh bdo nam vung caa Trung Cong trong canh ma Co van Ngoai giao McGeorge Bundy goi
[&*“con dién cuong tap thé trong mot giadinh cai tri chua hé thay tir thoi Nga Hoang.”

B. VATICAN:

Gi&o hoang John XX111 (1958-1963), nguoi tung trao d6i quating vsi Khrushchev nhan dip
Giang Sinh 1962, ciing it nhiéu tiép tay anh em Diém-Nhu trong viéc “vevan” Cong San (Voi
niém tin rang H5 Chi Minh cha hoa, va Trung Cong cha chién).

Tir nam 1962, John X X111 bat dau tach khoi vi thé “thanh chién chéng Cong,” tim céch hda hodn
véi Lién S6 Ngavabong Au. Hon 100 triéu tin d6 Dng Au han co giatri chién luoc cao hon
nam, sau triéu tin hitu caa“ cd con géi dau 1ong” tai Béng Nam A.

Vi thé, ho c6 thé khuyén khich Nhu mé duong gidy ddi thoai véi HaNoi. Sau céi chét caaanh
em Diém, Paul VI (1963-1978), nguoi ké vi John XX |11, con hang say hon trong viéc muu tim
hoa binh cho Viét Nam. [Nam 1968, Vatican tu hao tuyén bé 1add gop cong [on cho HaNoi
ngdi vao ban hoi nghi véi My tai Paris)].

Nhitng nha nghién ctru teong lai khéng thé khong 1am viéc trén van khd Hoi Truyén gido Phéap
vanhat 1a Vatican vé nhitng budc thodi tréo cua cudc thanh chién chéng Cong tai Viét Nam. Téc
pham B¢ Dé va Thap tir gid caa Ghedo méi chi cung cip nhitng nét thiy mac caaméi lién hé
cuc ky té nhj va phic tap ndy. (141)

C. INDIA:

Tir dau cuoc chién 1945-1975, India dé bay to thign cam véi chinh phi Ho Chi Minh. Vi
phuong vi mot quoc giatrung Iap, Indiadugc cir lam Chu tich UBQT/KSDC. Ngay 26/7/1956,
Nguyen Co Thach, Tong lanh sy HaNoi, trinh ty nhiém thu tai India.(142)

Ngay 4/2/1958, HCM cam dau mot phéi doan qua tham India [cho toi ngay 17/2/1958]. Tuy
nhién, khi cudc chién tranh bién giéi gitra Trung Cong va India bung n6, H6 chon vi thé trung
lap.

Ngay 7/12/1961, khi Pham Ngoc Thach (tung tiép xUc mat vai My tir nam 1946-1947) t6i New
Dehli (India), chinh phu M§ chuyén cho Thach mét van ban minh dinh [ap truong cua My, do la
yem trg mot cheé do mien Nam chong Cong. (143)
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Ngay 5/5/1962, tir New Dehli, Bai sir John K. Galbraith bao cao rang phe “6n hoa’ ¢ HaNoi
muén tiép xdc véi mién Nam. (144) Phai chang vi thé ma cudi thang 10/1963, néu tin duoc Tran
Vin Dinh, chinh phi Indiadinh dan xép cho dai dién HaNoi gap dai dién caiaDiém & New
Dehli vao khoang trung tuan thang 11/1963? (Xem supra)

D. PHAP:

Lién hé gitra Phdp vaNam Viét Nam tir nam 1954 téi 1963 khi vui, 1Gc budn bét chot. Sau hon
20 nam sbng trong sy nghi ngo caa c&c vién chirc Bao ho Phdp—di tu thi khdng thanh, nguoi vo
chua cudi b vao dong tu kin Carmel-Diém bat dau di tim nhitng bat com méi, khéc véi bat com
bao ho Phap maNgb Binh Kha, Khéi, Thuc vaca nhan Diém ting kiéu hdnh huong thy. (145)

Sau gan bén nam troi tu dat minh trong qui dao Hién binh [Kempeitai] Nhat & Hué va Sai Gon,
tir cudi nam 1946 Diém hudng vé Oat-shinh-tan. Bai thé mot sb dao hitu caa Diém, nhu Gidam
muc Lé Hiru Tur va Luat su L€ Quang Luat, tirng goi Diém [a*“ trum chan,” khdéng chiu tich cuc
yém trg ché do Bao Pai do Phép tao ra.

Khéc vai du luan nguoi Viét ddn dai, Diém ching co bao cong lao trong viéc gianh doc 1ap cho
Viét Nam tu tay Phap. Thang 7/1933, Diém da tu chirc Thugng thu Bo Lai chi vi cudc tranh
gianh anh huong gitta nhdm hop téc cuu tréo (tiéu biéu bing Ngd Binh Kha, Nguyén Hiru Bai
thugc khéi Ki-t6 gido) vatan trao (tiéu biéu bang Pham Quynh, Nguyén Thé Bach, Nguyén Ba
Tréc, Huynh Thic Khang). Nhom tan trao chi truong hep tac thay vi dong hda (tic Ki-td hoa,
theo ké hoach Puginier) manhém cyu trao co dong. Thanh tich “chong Phap” cua Diém, thuc ra,
chi khoi dau tir ngay nga theo Nhat vao khoang nam 1942-1944, varoi muu cau vién trg My tir
nam 1946, qua trung gian hé thong Gio hoi Vatican. (146)

Trén thuc té, tir ngay 4/6/1954 (néu khong phai 3/7/1953), Phap dadong y tra lai doc 1ap hoan
toan cho Viét Nam. Tuy nhién, do tinh thé quan su trong hai nam 1954-1955, My va Phap—véi
Su dong y, néu ching phai yéu cau caa Diém—mudn luu gitr quan vién chinh Phép tai phia Nam
Vi tuyén 17 hau bao vé cho vung dat ndy, trong khi cho doi cudc tong tuyén cir du tri vao thang
7/1956, hodc mot bién chuyén chinh tri méi.

Vi Diém lalaba caaphe cuc hitu Phép, véi sy chap thuan caa My, nén hai dé nghi caa Diém
déu duogc chap thuan. Thang 9/1954, Phap thuan tham gia Lién Minh phong thia Dong Nam A

[ Southeast Asian (Collective Defense) Treaty Organization, hay SEATO]. Doi lai, Lién bang My
dong y tra quan phi cho quan vién chinh Phép tai Déng Duong.

Lién minh M§-Phép ndy ladiéu ché do Diém, dac biét laBui Van Thinh va Tran Chanh Thanh,
cb tinh dau kin du luan Viét Nam. Thyc ra, chinh nho lién minh M$-Phép trong giai doan 1954-
1955, ho Ngd méi duoc thira huang quyén cai tri mién Nam vi tuyén 17 “tir trén troi rét xudng.”

Mic di ciing mubn duy tri mot mién Nam chéng Cong, diém khéc biét gitra Phép vaMy la kha
nang lanh dao cua Diém. Cac vién chuc Phap déu cho rang Diém khéng du kha nang |anh dao
mot ché a6 chéng Cong ¢ mién Nam, vamuén thay Diém tr mua He 1954, ngay sau khi ky Hiép
udc Geneva. (Mgt chuyén vién Phap tirng nhén dinh rang mgt 18nh ty du kha nang duy tri mién
nam chang Cong hogc @& chét (Nguyén Hizu Tri), hodc con dang ¢ tusi du the, hogc chia sinh
ra doi) Hon nira, Phép con c6 nhirng quyén loi kinh té vavian hda ¢ mién Bic, nén mubn duy tri
toa Téng Dai biéu & HaNoi, vathanh 1ap mot cong ty hdn hop Phép-CSVN. Qua mat nhin caa
ho Ngd, Phép theo dudi chinh sach thoi co, khdng triét dé ung ho Diém va phan boi lai cudc
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“thanh chién chéng Cong.” Tuy nhién, vi nhan hiéu tinh trang so sinh cia Quan doi Quéc Gia
Viét Nam, Diém van nlp bong quan vién chinh Phép trong giai doan hoa binh chuyén tiép ma
Hiép uéc Geneva mang dén—du trén danh nghia ca Qudc Gia Viét Nam 1an My déu khdng ky
hoac nhin nhan hiép uéc ndi trén (chi tén trong [respect]).

Phan vi bj rang budc boi Hiép uéc Geneva, phan vi muon chiéu 1ong M, chinh phi Pierre
Mendes-France tam thoi chap thuan yém trg Diém, véi diéu kién s2 phai tim mét gidi-phép-
khac-Diém, tirc tim mot nguoi khéc [am Tha tudng (vao khoang thang 11/1954).

Sau bangay hoi thao, chiéu 29/9/1954, M¥ va Phép ky mat udc [Minute of Understanding]
Walter B. Smith-Guy La Chambre, ung ho Diém va chinh phii chdng Cong & mién Nam. Phép
hiratra tu tri cho VN cang sém cang tét. Viéc ban giao céc co so hanh chinh, kinh té s hoan tat
vao cudi thang 12/1954.

Tuy nhién ngay Tht Bay, 2/10, Bo Ngoai Giao Phép gii thu cho Bo Céc Qubc Gia Lién Két,
thoéng béo bo cau “yém tro chinh phi Diém” trong mat udc ngdy 29/9/1954. Néi cach khéc, Phéap
chi con ung hd nguyén tac mot chinh pha chbng Cong ¢ mién Nam, khdng nht thiét do mot ca
nhan ndo cam dau. Day la ngudn gdc caatinh trang cing thang giira Diém véi Paris.

Trong khi d6, ngay 28/9/1954, Bao Dai néi véi Maurice Dejean, Phy ta Tong uy vién dac trach
dan sy, laDiém can phai roi chinh quyén dé chién thang Viét Minh, vadé cir Tudng Nguyén
Vian Xuan thay thé. Pai sir Donald Heath, phai xin véi BNG cho qua Cannes gap Bao Dai. Boi
thé, trong budi hoi kién ngay 3/10/1954, Bao Dai khang dinh khéng chdng lai viéc gitt Diém lam
Tha tuéng, vagiai thich rang 1énh bat Diém nhan Xuan, Hinh va Bay Vién vao chinh pha [a mot
“1amlan khi thdo van the [drafting error] .”

Tai Sai Gon, sau khi thuyét phuc Bao Dai cho lénh Tuéng Nguyén Van Hinh roi nuéc vao thang
11/1954, ngay 13/12/1954 hai Tusng J. Lawton Collins va Paul Ely ky véi mot mat wéc [Minute
of Understanding] khac, khang dinh yém tro mot mién Nam tu do, chéng Cong. Phap hira s2 tra
quyén ty tri hoan toan cho mién Nam ngay 1/7/1955; vaco quan MAAG My s bat ¢au huan
luyén Quan Boi QGVN tur thang 1/1955, dudi quyén tong quét caa Tong Tu 1énh Bong Duong
(Ely). Quan doi vién chinh Phdp sg ¢ lai Béng Duong, va My vién trg 100 triéu M kim quén
phi. Ngay 16/12/1954, BNG va QP M§ chap thuan thoa wéc nay. Nhung Phap khdng hai 1ong, vi
chi duoc 1/4 sb quan vién doi hoi. Ngay 18/12/1954, nhan dip nhém hop & Paris, cac Ngoai
truong Dulles, Eden va Mendés-France hop tay ba vé Viét Nam. Thoat tién, Mandés-France
khang dinh phai ngung yém tro Diém, nhung cudi ciing, déng ¥ véi Dulles 3 diém: (a) Tiép tuc
ung ho Diém; (b) Nghién ciru mot giai phap khac; (c) Chi thi cho Collins va Ely nghién ciru giai
phép khéc Diém, ké ca viéc sir dung Bao Pai. Collins va Ely ciing nghién ciru thoi gian con co
thé tiép tuc yém trg Diém, vadit rathoi han chét. Dulles duath@m diém tha tu: Néu thdy khéng
ai kha hon Diém, My s& nghién cizu ¢6 nén tiép tuc dau tu vao Bong Duwong niza hay chang.
Truong hop ndy, sé phdi xét lai chinh shch Bong Durong, va tham khdo ¥ kién cia cac tiéu ban
Quoc Hoi.

Ngay 6/1/1955, Guy La Chambre than phién véi Dai sir M§ tai Phép (Douglas Dillon) rang La
Chambre rat bat man mat uéc ngdy 18/12/1954. Sy thoa thuan giira ba Ngoai trueang tuong phan
lai nhitng gi Tuéng Smith va La Chambre d& thoa thuan vao thang 9/1954, khi Phéap dong y tng
ho Diém: D6 1a cho Diém mét thoi gian vira phai, rdi s& nghién ciru mét thi nghiém khéc. Theo
La Chambre, “thoi gian viraphai” d&cham dat tir [8u, néu M tir chéi thue hién mot thi nghiém
khéc, s khong con du thi gio dwong dau Viét Minh trong ky Tong Tuyén cir 1956. Tuy nhién,
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La Chambre tam yén long khi Ngoai truéng Dulles san sang nghién ciru bién phdp khac Diem,
vahy vong rang Dulles sz cho Collins toan quyén dé phéi hop véi Ely tim rabién phép khac ay.
La Chambretiét 16 dachi thi cho Ely tré lai Sai Gon dé 1am viéc véi Collins, hau tim ra mot
phuong thirc trude cudi thang 1/1955. Chinh pha Phép ciing dong y duy tri 75,000 quan vién
chinh Phép cho t6i ngay 1/6/1955. Sau d6, viéc triét thodi S8 tir tir cho téi trudc ngdy Tong tuyén
ctr. Theo La Chambre, giai phép tt nhét 1a cho Bao Pai hdi huong tirc khic. Tran Van Hitu ¢6
thé Iam Tha tuéng; Nguyén Van Tam coi Noi vu. Diém ¢d thé tham gia chinh ph.

Mot bién cd khéc khién lién hé gitra Phap va Diém thém cang thang |a Phép khai truong Toa
Tong Pai biéu & HaNosi ngay 26/12/1954. Jean Sainteny, ngudi da ky Tam wéc 6/3/1946 véi Hb,
dugc cir [am Tong Pai biéu. My ciing khdng tan thanh viéc 1ap nhiing to hop lién doanh Phép-
Bic Viét. La Chambre bién minh ring Sainteny chi lo vé quyén loi kinh té vathuong mai, va
Phap du dinh hop céc cong ty & mién Bic thanh mot to hop [6n dé dé diéu hanh. Ngay
11/2/1955, Jacques Roux, Pho Tong Giam déc Chinh trj vu BNG Phép, ndi thang véi nhan vién
M7 rang ké hoach duy tri quyén loi kinh té vavan hodtai Bic VN khéng phai lay riéng cua
Sainteny, mala chinh sach cia Phdp. Phép chang co loi gi khi rdt lui, vi ¢6 van Trung Cong s&
thay thé, vadidu khién cac co siv Phap dé lai. Sy hién dién ciia Phap s khién H3 bot tly thuoe
v&0 qui dao CS. Roux nhan manh rang HY, tréi nguoc véi mién Nam, mudn Phép ¢ lai; va Viét
Minh mudn Phép huéng dan ki thuat. Roux hy vong My nghién cau lai van dé nhirng cong ty
hén hop Phap-Viét Minh s khong bi rang bugc trong Sic Luat “budn béan vai cac qu00 giaCong
San” caaMy. Nhung BNG M van khdng dong y ké hoach cong ty hdn hop Phap-Bic Viét.
Theo ké hoach nay, HaNGi giit dasd co phan, nhu thé di nguoc lai 101 tuyén bd yém trg Nam
VN vachinh sach lién hi¢p Phdp-My; nd s¢ anh huong dén quyen loi cia Phap tai Lao va
Cambodia; valam hai dén co hoi ciamién Nam trong cudc Tong tuyén cir 1956.

Trong mua Xuan 1955, lién hé Phép-Viét thém cing thang qua quyét dinh tin cdng Binh Xuyén
vacéc gido phéd caaDiém. Tur ngdy 30/3/1955, Bic sir Collins lai mudn thay ngua sau khi Ngoai
truong Tran Van D6, nhém Tinh Than vaHb Théng Minh xin tir chire, trong khi Diém ngay mot
hiéu chién véi cac gido phé vaBinh Xuyén. Ngdy 7/4, Tuéng Ely ciing cam thay rang khong thé
ctru duoc mién Nam néu gitr Diém. Hai ngay sau, 9/4, Collins |ap lai dé nghi xin thay Diém.
Thoat tién, Ngoai truong Dulles ddng y. Chinh pha Edgar Faure ciing nhiét liét tan thanh. Nhung
ngay 17/4, do sy can thiép cia TNS Mansfield, Eisenhower muén giir Diém vi chuathiy “ngwa”
nao kha hon. Khi Collins radiéu tran truéc HDANQG ngay 28/4, do si ung ho nhiét thanh Diém
cia Mansfield, Lansdale va phe quan sy tai Viét Nam, Eisenhower cudi cling quyét dinh duy tri
Diém.

Trong khi d6, tai Viét Nam, ngdy 28/4, Diém cho Quan di tin cong Binh Xuyén, thu lai si kiém
so& nganh Canh Sét trong vong mot tuan 18. L& Vian “Bay” Vién phai chay qua Phédp. Diém ciing
chong lai 1énh Bao ai, khdng chju qua Cannes tham khao. Dong thoi, sir dung Hgi Bong Nhan
Déan Cach Mang do Nguyen Thanh Phuwong va Trinh Minh Thé dung dau, phét dong phong trao
doi Phap triét thod vatruat phé Bao Dai. Sau d6, md nhitng cudc can quét cir diém Hoa Hao,
Cao Pai. Pham Cong Tac chay qua Pnom Penh tj nan. Tuéng “Nam Lea’ Tran Vian Soéi vé
hang. Lanh chia Hoa Hao cudi cling 1a Ba Cut Lé Quang Vinh bi bt song khi vé thuong thuyét,
roi bi 1am hai an ter hinh.

Chién thang nay khién Eisenhower quyét tam ung ho Diém, chap thuan cho Diém truat phé Bao
Dai, thiét 1ap ché ¢6 Cong Hoa. Bong thoi, quay mat 1am ngo cho Diém ma chién dich bai Phép
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dir doi. Gidm muc Thuc con van dong viéc triéu hoi cac nhatruyén gido dé “Viét Nam hoa’ gido
hoi Ki-t6 ban xu.

Phap chang con chon lya ndo khéc hon 1a rit nhanh quan vién chinh khoi ®ong Duong. Hoi nghi
Tam cuong tor ngay 9 t6i 11/5/1955 tai Paris danh dau su téch biét gitta My va Phép. Faure dong
y yém trg Diém véi hai diéu kién: Ngung chong Phap; va, mé rong chinh phu. Faure ciing muon
tam thoi duy tri Bao Dai. Dulles dé nghi Phép tiép tuc ung ho Diém cho dén ngay bau cir Quéc
Hoi, dé quyét dinh thé ché mién Nam, c6 hay khéng c6 Diém.

Ngay 12/5, Dulles chi thi Collins théng béo véi Diém vé nhirng diém dadong y trong Hoi nghi
Tgm cuong. HO6m sau, 13/5, Dulles chi thi cho G. Frederick Rheinardt, tan Pai st duoc chi dinh,
vé nhitng viéc phai 1am:

Q) Tlep tuc yém tro chinh phu Diém, vadoi xu véi chinh phu nay nhu mot chinh phu doc lap, co
chu quyén ma chdng tatin rang né [a nhu thé va phai nhu thé.

(2) Chling tamudn thay chinh pha nay manh hon.

(3) Chinh pha s& c6 quyén khdng nhitng véi quan doi maca canh sét. Binh Xuyén phai bi giai
tan.

(4) Can chim dut viéc chdng Phap.

(5) My vaVN déu khong ky hiép uéc Geneva, nhung dong y nghién ciru viéc Tong tuyen cir vao
thang 7/1956, véi dieu kién dugc tu do bau cu.

(6) Quén Phép s& triét thoa nhanh khoi Nam Viét Nam.

(7) Tu do khong thé duy tri duoc & VN néu céc luc lwgng cach mang duoc mang rachoi ¢ VN,
Chac chan VM g tim céch diéu khién vi ho lanhitng bac thay trong nganh nay. Diém can thi
hanh mot chinh sach 6n hoa va xay dung.

Hom sau, 14/5, Collinsroi Vit Nam. Alphonse A. Kidder XLTV mét thoi gian. Ngay 21/5,
Kidder bao cao dathong bao vei Ely ve ket qua hoi nghi Tam cuong ¢ Paris. Ely khong tan
thanh nghi quyét trén, va xin hoi huong.

Trong khi d6, Diém phét dong phong tréo bai Phép va truat phé Bao Dai. Ngay 31/5, Hgi dong
Nhan Dan Céch Mang bit mo cra Ngo Mén, tich thu an tin vanhiéu vat dung trong van phong
Bao Pai. Btracon “ tgp am’ cua“ bat com Bao hg Phap” quyét tam vii chén mot 1an vamé méi
“tan du phong, thuec, cong.” Nguoi cam dau chién dich chong Phép ndy |a Tran Chéanh Thanh.
Hon mét thang sau—nhan dip 20/7/1955, ngay du tril ban thao vé viéc Hiép thuong Bac-Nam—
Diém phét dong chién dich T6 Cong, kéo dai tir 15 téi 22/7/1955. Thugc ha Diém con to chirc
hoc sinh, sinh vién di cu biéu tinh tin cong pha doan quan sy BV caa Van Tién Diing tai khach
san Majestic va khach san trén duong Tran Hung Dao. Bathang sau, Diém to chac “trung cau
dany” truat phé Bao Dai ngay 23/10/1955, buéc |én ngai vi Tong théng.

Ngay 1/12/1955, Diém cat dut lién hé kinh té vatai chinh véi Phép, vadoi triéu hdi phé doan
Sainteny & HaNoi. Ngdy 7/12, ra Du s6 10 vé quéc tich. Theo mét to trinh caaBo Tu [énh Vién
chinh Phép, ngay 23/1/1956, 6,650 trong sé khoang 7,000 ngudi Viét c¢o qudc tich Phép trudc
ngdy 8/3/1949 da xé bo quéc tich. Trong sé ndy, cb c&c tudng Tran Van Minh, André Tran Van
Pon va 14 si quan cao cap khéc. Y si Tran Van Bon, cha André Bon, dai st & Roma, va Luat s
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Tran Van Chuong, dai s & M¥, ciing xin bo québc tich. Nhitng nguoi ¢6 qudc tich Phap sau ngay
8/3/1949 st ty dong bi huy bo vi hiép udc Phép-Viét ngay 6/8/1955. (147)

Théng 4/1956, quan vién chinh Phap triét thoa khoi Nam Viét Nam.

Phap van duy tri ToaDai st Viét Nam Cong Hoa ¢ Paris, nhung tir nim 1962 d¢6n nhan mot dai
dién thuong mai caa Ha Noi. Trong khi d6, Toabai sir Phap dit tai Sai Gon, nhung Phép cing
cO mot dai dién ¢ HaANai. Phap vién tro kinh té vavan héacho VNCH, nhung cuong quyét dung
ngoai “cudc thanh chién chéng Cong’ caa Diém va nuéc My¥. Chinh sach céng khai caa Phdp 1a
khdng can thiép vao chinh tri ndi bo cua Viét Nam, machi lo van dé kinh té vavan héavéi ca
hai mién.

Giao tinh Viét-Phap cai thién vao nam 1959, sau khi Roger La ouette téi |am Dai si. Phdp cho
VNCH vay 70 triéu MK dé thuc hién khu ki nghé An Hoa, ciing mot s cong trinh ki nghé
khac. Nhung tinh trang suy thodi an ninh & Lao, vanhat laviéc Phép ky Hiép udc hoan tra Viét
kiéu tir Nouvelle Calédonie vé Bic Viét khién ho Ngd luén lubn hodi nghi Phap.

Ngay 24/8/1960, chang han, Nhu nGi véi Pai sir Durbrow rang nguoi Phap dung sau vu Kong Le
dao chinh ¢ Lao. Nhu cing tin rang Phap dang sau lung c&c nhdm bat man & mién Nam dé gia
tang tinh than trung 1ap. Phép 1am 1an tuong rang giam anh huong cua My tai Lao vaViét Nam
co the gilp Phap tang giaanh huong trong vung. De Gaulle dalam 1an khi ky hiép udc véi Ha
Noi vé viéc hdi huong Viét kiéu tai Nouvelle Calédonie s3 khién HaNoi giam bét a0 wéc xam
chiém L&o hay Nam Viét Nam.( 148)

Sau chuyén tham Phap lan thir ba vao thang 6/1961-méc di de Gaulle tir choi khdng can thigp
vao Lao nhu |61 yéu cau cua Kennedy ngay 31/5/1961-Nhu va céc vién chirc Viét Nam Cong
Hoatim céch cai thién lién lac véi Phap.( 149)

MGt trong nhitng ly do 1a tinh hinh mién Nam ngay thém suy thodi, khién ngay 18/10/1961 Di¢m
phai tuyén b6 tinh trang [&am nguy.

Ngay 26/10/1961, khi gap Laouette, Diém néi tinh hinh nghiém trong. Can si lién két caatit ca
céc qubc giaty do chdng lai Cong San. “Truong hop ching téi 1adién hinh. Nudc Phép s& 1am
gi?’ [Nos cas est un symbole. Que va faire la France?] Viéc quan doi My dén VN s3 dugc dan
Viét Nam nong nhiét tiép don. [La présence des forces alliées sur le territoire d'un pays, a-t-il
goute, n'est plus considérée aujourd’hui comme une atteinte a l'i ndependance de ce pays] Khi
dugc hoi liéu khi tinh hinh khan truong, Diém c6 kéu goi s giup d& cua cac cudng quoc than
hitu, Diém tra 1oi: “Trong nhitng cong dién méi day, toi da khan thiét kéu goi su doan két caa
Thé gioi Ty Do. Lap lai nhitng |01 kéu goi trén chi khién Iam giamy nghia’ [Dans mes récents
messages, j'al déja adresse un appel pressant ala solidarité du Monde Libre. Renouveller cet
appel serait en affaiblir la portég] . Theo Diém, mét cudc chién tranh Cao Ly thir hai dang hién
hitu & mién Nam [La guerre de Corée existe déja au Vietnam, mais elle n‘avoue pas son nom.(
150)

Theo phc trinh ngay 9/1/1962 cia Nha A Chau-Dai Duong, S6 Cém-Bét-Léo-Viét, tur 'ghéng
10/1961, cac gioi trong Dinh Boc Lap con cho Phap biet 1amuon can bang &p luc My bang cach
duavao cac the lyc khéac, nhat 1a Phép. “Mot 1oi tuyén bo y dinh dadu.” ( 151)

Cudi nam 1961, diu nam 1962, c&c vién chirc VNCH lién tuc thiic duc Phdp can thigp vayém
tro. Ngay 21/12/1961, Dai sit Pham Khac Hy gui thu cho Charles Lucet, ngo y muon lién lac voi
Phép. Hon nirathang sau, ngay 7/1/1962, Ngoai trudng Vi Van Mau gap dai dién Phap, xac
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nhan y mudn lién lac. Truong Vinh L&, Chi tich Qudc Hoi, ciing tiét 10 véi gidi ngoai giao Phap
¢ Sai Gon laNhu muon Phap tai khang dinh lap truong, vi Sai Gon ¢d cam tuong Paris dang
nghiéng dan vé phiaHaNoi.( 152)

Sur lo ngai caa Nhu ¢6 & do si 1o sy My s& thay d6i chinh sach.

Phiéu trinh ngay 9/1/1962 cua Nha A Chau-Pai Duong phan anh vi thA “kho xt” cua Phap. Phép
cO trén 15,000 kiéu dan tai mién Nam (trén 17,000 nam 1963), mot sb tién dau tu khé quan
trong, valién hé van hda. Mot mat, khd thé cung cap vién tro quan se cho mién Nam. Tinh trang
hién nay xay rakhdng cé su hién dién cia Phép, va cach ndo d6, chong lai Phap. Mt khéc, néu
Phap nga vé phe My, lap tirc s bi Viét Minh tra diia. Sy quan hé giita Phédp véi Viét Nam 1a
quyén loi vat chat vatinh than, trong khi M§ co ban lavan dé chién luoc. Néu bi &p luc, Phép co
thé s3 hop téc, nhung trong bi mat vaiit théi, chi vira di thoa mén ché ¢o Diém [une coopération
aussi modeste et discréte que possible, mais suffisante pour qu’il s'en contente.] Vé phuong dién
chinh tri, bién d6 hoat dong caa Phép rat hep. Chinh pha Phép kho thé ramét tuyén céo ung ho
Diém. C6 thé nho dai truyén hinh Phép di mot ban tin vé hiém hoa Cong San, hodc cir mot phéi
doan Dan biéu téi tham quan. Vé phuong dién quan su, Phap kho thé 1am gi trong khi M¥ tiép
tuc giatang sy can thiép. Hai cach hanh dong 1a cung cap vién tro quén cu va chuyén vién. Hién
Phap con mot kho quan trang & Marseille von dy dinh giri quaBong Duong. Ciing ¢6 thé ¢b van
viéc phong tha viing cao nguyén Trung phan. Vé phuong dién hanh chinh vakinh té, Phép co thé
yém trg trén nhiéu mét. Phép khong mudn yem trg chinh tri cho ché do Diém, nhung ciing khong
the khong bao vé quyén loi Phap tai ddy. Oad oam lamgc du biét rd 1ap truong cua Phap, Diém
van tiép tuc 8p luc, yéu cau Phap c6 bon phan bao vé mién Nam truge hiém hoa .Cong San. My,
bi cb Iap, ciing mudn cac québc gia khac nhap cudc. Bri-tén, di thién cam vai ché do Diém, chi bi
mét tiép tay.( 153)

Ngay 31/3/1962, Diém dich than viét thu cho Tong théng de Gaulle xin trg gitp chong lai sy
xam lang caa CSBV. Theo Diém, CSBV dang cong khai xam lang VNCH. Tu ngay 18/1/1962,
dai HaNoi daloan tin thanh 1ap Bang Nhan Dan Cach Mgng ma muc tiéu tac khic 1a doan két
dan chiing valat @ chinh quyén mién Nam [“dont latache immédiate” est d’ unifier le peuple et
de “renverser” le gouvernement du Viét Nam]. Dang nay ciing kéu goi dan ching mién Bac xay
dirng mot mién Bac gidu c6 vavirng manh, dé bién thanh mét hau phuong viing chic cho cugc
tranh diu gianh thong nhat hoa binh cho xtr s vadé yém tro tich cuc ddng bao mién Nam trong
cudc dau tranh cach mang [Elle fait aussi “appel ala population du Nord pour batir un Nord-
Viétnam toujours plus propere et plusfort, en vue d’ en faire une base solide pour lalutte pour la
réunification pacifique du pays, et de donner un soutien actif aux compatriotes du Sud- Viétnam
dans leur lutte révolutionnaire.] Trong Bai hoi ky 11 Dang CSVN nam 1960, HaN6i ciing khang
dinh s3 “giai phéng mién Nam.” Tai liéu bat duoc cho thidy Ha Noi xam nhap nguoi vao Nam.(
154)

Trong thu tra |61, de Gaulle chi ghi nhan 6 kéu goi cua Diém, néi chung chung lacan tén trong
Hiép dinh Geneva, chu quyen valanh thé quoc gia, vadan toc Viét Nam xirng dang duoc song
trong hoa binh va ty do.( 155)

Ngay 31/5/1962, Ng6 Binh Nhu tir London téi Paris, sau chuyén di ciia phéi doan Dan biéu toi
RomavaBonn. Tuy nhién, khong ré de Gaulle co tiép kien Nhu hay Lé Xuén theo |61 yéu cau
hay chang.



Ngay Thir Bay, 30/6/1962, Ngoai truang Maurice Couve de Murville tiép Vi Van MAau tai nha
riéng vi tinh ban hoc cii, nhung giao tinh giira hai nuéc van chang cai thién bao lam. Cha truong
cuade Gaulle latrung 1ap hdatoan Bong Duong, trong khi Nhu chi mubn loi dung Phép dé giam
bot &p luc My.

Ngay 7/7/1962, XLTV Dai sir Phép béo céo rang céc cap 1anh dao VNCH cd tinh than bai Phép
vi c&c Phép kiéu khong chiu chong Cong theo duang 16i My-Viét. Hai Phép kiéu Etchegarray va
dela Chevrotiére van bi giam giir sau vy danh bom Dinh Béc Lap. Chi co Heurtier dugc phéng
thich. Téng Lanh sy Phép da gui hai thu phan khang vé viéc chinh quyén dia phuong trung dung
tai san cua Phép kiéu lam don binh hay trai tam cu cho dan ti nan. Mot quan ly ddn dién cao su ¢
Minh Thanh da bi co budc nap cho Viét Cong 27,000 ddng, réi mdi thang déng thué 1,200
ddng. Loi céo bugc ndy xay rasau mot tai nan tai phi truong caadon dién trén: 4 du kich Viét
Cong da cudp doat mot xe Jeep cuavién Truong ty Canh sét roi bo chay khi mot chiée phi co
ché Gidam muc Ba Lat ha canh xudng don dién nay.( 156)

Ngay 16/8/1962, BNG Viét Nam con phan doi véi Dai st Phdp vé viéc Y st Pham Huy Co tir
Phdp qua Nam Vang gap go Viét kicu.( 157)

Chuyén ghé Paris caa Nguyén Binh Thuan vao ngay 3/10/1962 ciing chang mang lai duogc 10i
htra nao cia Ngoai truang Couve de Murville.( 158) Ngay 5/12/1962, Diém phai than tho vai
Dai s Lalouette 1a khéng hiéu ndi chinh sach cia Phép; Phép co quyén loi kinh té ¢ Viét Nam,
ma dirng dung.( 159)

Tir dau nam 1963, c6 dau hiéu cai thién lién hé Phap-Viét. Thang 2/1963, phé doan Qudc hoi
VNCH quatham Phép dugc tiép ddi nong hau. Cam dau 1a Treong Vinh L&, Cha tich Qubc Hoi.
L& lanhan vat thar ba caa Viét Nam CH, rét trung thanh véi Diém. Dong gi6i Petrus Key, noi
tiéng Phap thanh thao. Thép tiing c6 Ha Nhu Chi, Nguyén Hitu Chinh, Nguyén Québc Hung, Tran
Vin Tho.( 160)

Tha Tu, 10/4/1963, Ngoai truong Mau than phién véi Rusk vé nhitng n luc caamot so nguoi
Phép trong ké hoach trung 1ap héa vaty hoi tai sao nhirng phan tir nhu Tran Van Hru cé thé qua
My.( 161)

1. Bai sir Roger Lalouette

Nhitng tai liéu van khé da giai mat cho thay phiasau [op binh phong “khéng can thiép chinh tri”
ciia chinh phu de Gaulle, Pai sir Lalouette tich cuc dan xép cho Nhu tiép xtc dai dién Ha N,
Theo Lalouette, vi kinh té mién Bic gap kho khan, vaap luc Trung Cong ngay mét giatang, Bic
Viét thanh tam mudn tim giai phap chinh tri, dé truc xuat My khoi mién Nam, vatranh &p luc
Trung Cong. Hon nita, H5 vén languoi bai Hoa, than Tay phuong.( 162)

Vai tro cua Lalouette thoang boc 16 trong chuyén vé nuéc nghi phép vao thang 6/1963. Ngay
25/5/1963, Diém tiép kién Laouette. Trong cudc gap go kéo dai 3 tiéng ddng hd ndy, Diém ban
vé rat nhiéu van dé. Vé cé&c nude 1an bang, Diém dic biét quan tam dén Lao. Theo Diém, Ha Noi
vaBic Kinh tao nén tinh trang cang thang ¢ Lao. Vi cam thiy phai bo y dinh chiém Nam Viét
Nam bang v6 luc nén HaNoi muén banh truéng anh huong Pathet Lao dai theo bién gidi Viét
Lao. Vé Bic Viét, Diém cho rang cac nhalanh dao Ha Noi da bat dau nhan hiéu chi vé dung khi
danh chiém mién Nam. Chang can phai c6 thuong thuyét, cudc chién s& mot ngay dot ngot
ngung lai gidng nhu 1tc khai sy nam 1960. [ & se lasser eux aussi d’ une lutte dont ils
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comprendraient aujourd’ hui I'inutilité.” ... " sansqu’il soit nécessaire d’ ouvrir un dialogue
entre Saigon et Hanoi, la guerilla pourrait bien un jour cesser soudainement comme elle avait
commencé au début de 1960.” ] Lalouette co cam nghi rang chinh do sy tién dodn nay, vadé
chuan bi cho diéu ndy, Diém va Nhu d& néu 1én van dé triét thodi tir tir cac ¢ vin My” [“dans
son esprit comme dans celui de M. Nhu, ¢’ est en prévision d’ une telle évolution, et peut étre pour
la préparer, que Saigon a posé la question du retrait progressif des Conselllers militaires
Américaing]. Tuy nhién, Diém khong nhic gi d¢én van dé nay.( 163)

Vé bang giao Viét-Phap, Diém ghi nhan sy hop tac ciia Phdp kiéu tai Nam Viét Nam trén cac
|&nh vyc kinh té vavan hda, vahy vong sz tiép tuc nhu thé. Diém hai 1ong khi cac don dién cao
su bi mat cho muon dat 1am ap chién luoc. Diém ming thay lién hé gitta hai nuée cai tién, dic
biét 1& chuyén qua Phép cua Truong Vinh L&, vao thang 2/1963.( 164)

V& t6i Phap, Lalouette 1am phiéu trinh dac biét ngay 21/6/1963 1&n Couve de Murville. Khang rd
B6 Ngoai Giao Phép c6 quyét dinh nao hay chang.( 165)

Tro lai Sa Gon, Lalouette tiép tuc lam chim xanh cho Nhu vaHa Nai. Lalouette, phdi hop véi
céc bai st India, Italiava Vatican gigi thiéu Nhu véi Maneli.

Nhu dé tiép tay de Gaulle, ngay 29/8/1963, Mao Trach Bang gap phéa doan dai dién MT/GPMN
tai Bic Kinh. Day ¢ thé chi 1a diu 4n dong Ién MT/GPMN, bién co cau ngoai vi ciaBdng Lao
DBéng Viét Nam thanh mot thie thé chinh tri; nhung ciing cd thé ham y mot théng diép ngoai giao
nao do.

Qua Lalouette vamot sd nha ngoai giao khéc, t6i 25/8/1963, Maneli gap Nhu, mo duong cho
cudc gap mat chinh thirc tai Dinh Gia Long. Nam ngay sau, 30/8, Maneli lai tiét 16 ké hoach “di
dém” nay vai CIA. Lodge ben toi gap Lalouette. Lalouette khuyén Lodge nén lam viéc vai ho
Ngb dé chién thing, vacon dé nghi dua Nhu Ién [am Tha tuéng. Lalouette ciing nhan dinh rang
cudc chién s3 som két thic trong vong 1, 2 nam. Khi cudc chién cham dat, chinh lamién Nam,
lGc Ay s& manh hon mién Bic, 3 dé nghi hiép thuong, trao di gao mién Nam lay than mién Bc.
Diéu ndy co thé dan toi viéc théng nhat dat nude vai mién Nam vuot thang. Tuy nhién, chuyén
con xa.(166)

H6m sau, Lodge béo céo thém riang Lalouette ¢4 c6 mat bén Nhu khoang 4 tiéng dong hé trong
cudc “vét chuia.” Mot ngudn tin dang tin cay con cho Lodge biét 1a Lalouette mudn My triét thodi
khoi mién Nam, va Phép s3 dirng ra dan xép gitta Bac vaNam Viét Nam. . . . Nhu dang & vao
tinh trang boc dong va mot vai cir chi voi Bac Viét qua Nhu chang phai 1a khong thé xay ra.(
167)

Ngay Thu tu, 4/9, Lodge béo céo thém rang, trong budi gap mat, Lalouette [ap lai rang Nhu co
thé dan xép mot thoa hiép véi VC dé ngirng chién tranh. Khi Lodge hoi véi diéu kién nao [quid
pro quo hay consideration trong luat khé wéc], Lalouette dp: “ Triét thod mot sb linh My.”

L alouette con nhan manh rang khéng c6 mot giai phap khac Diém va My phai hop tac voi Diém
[Laouette “reiterated that Nhu believed he could work out an arrangement with the VC whereby
the guerrillawar would be ended. | asked what would be the quid pro quo, and he said: the
withdrawal of some UStroops.” Diéu ma Lalouette mudn dic biét nhan manh laniém tin caa
ong ta chang c6 mot giai phap nao khéac Diém, va My phai lam viéc véi ho dé chién thang
[“particularly stressed was his belief there is no alternative to the Diem regime and that we must
work with them as partnersto win the war.”] (168)
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Ngay hém sau, 5/9, New York Thoi béo dang ban tin cia Robert Trumbull, tiét 16 rang Lalouette
mubn khuyén khich Lodge ngung chi trich ché do Diém. Theo Trumbull, Lalouette dugc céc Dai
st Tay Puc, Italiava Kham sk Vatican yém tro. Gidi ngoai giao cho ring de Gaulle da giit
Lalouette tai Sai Gon 1au hon Ié thuong nham chéng lai Lodge, ngudi bi cdo budc 1a chéng Phép.
Vin theo Trumbull, Laouette d& khuyén khich Nhu lién lac véi mién Béc, quatrung gian Maneli
dé thanh 1ap mot nudc Viét Nam thong nhat, trung 1ap. Bai viét két luan bang cau: “BaNgd Binh
Nhu da tuyén bé trong tuan ndy rang dng Lalouette |a mot Pai sir kha kinh [éminent] va bata chi
trich Lodge.” Théng béo cho Lalouette bai b&o néi trén, Gidm dbc Chinh tri Vu BNG Phép chi
thi:

“T6i mudn 1ap lai véi 6ng [Lalouette] rang ching ta khdng hé co y dinh can thiép vao noi tinh
Viét Nam hay bién thanh nhirng nha vé dich bén canh éng Nhu hay ba Nhu. Nhirng cong dién
trugc ddy caatdi dachi thi chinh xéc van dé nay. Chang ta ciing khéng mudn ¢b van cho éng
Cabot-Lodge hay chiu trach nhiém vé viéc dng talam hay khang Iam doi vei giadinh Digm.
Cubi cung, vi thur thong nhat la muc tiéu caa chiing ta, chlng ta ciing khdng khuyén khich nhitng
cudc tiép xtc caadng Nhu véi céc st gia caamién Bic.” ( 169)

Mt chi tiét trong doan ké tiép cua Lucet khién goi nhiéu travan. Lucet viét:

Bai viét trén New Y ork Thoi B&o xé&c nhan nhirng tin don dabéo c&o |én ching toi tir Dai sit Bri-
tén (xem CD so 740). N6 theo dling dieu 6ng datrinh bay trong phieu trinh ngay 21/6 viraquava
no, trén moi phuong dién, khéng thé 1a ban van nhirng chi thi ma éng nhan dugc.

Trong moi diéu kién, 1am on, sau khi nhan duoc cong dién ndy, béo céo cho téi biang cong dién
nhirng gi la sy thuc trong ban tin ciaky gia My vacho toi biét mot cach hoan toan chinh xac vé
thd d6 maho ndi vé éng.( 170)

Ho6m sau, BNG Phép cho hang tin AP cai chinh rang La ouette khéng hé dinh liu vao noi tinh
chinh trj Viét Nam. Hon nita, 16i tuyén bd ngay 29/8 caa Tng théng de Gaulle 1aloi pha nhan
rd rang nhat nhirng chi tiét trong bai viét caa Trumbull. K& hoach “con thoi” giita Ha Noi va Sai
Gon cua Lalouette bi chim dut ngay nay.

Riéng b&o céo cua Laouette vé budi gap mat Diém ngay 2/9/1963, chang hiéu cd gay phan (ng
nao tai Quai d’ Orsay? Trong budi hop kéo dai 3 gio do Diém yéu ciu nay, theo Lalouette, Diém
c0 vé binh tinh hon thuong |€. La ouette trao cho Diém ban tuyén ngbn cua de Gaulle. Diém noi
vé lién hé véi M¥, vaco lac doi sic mat ndi: “Nguoi tandi vé mot cudc dao chinh. Ngudi ta noi
véi toi rang mang song ti dang nguy hiém. That khong thé chip nhan duoc rang ngudi ta cd thé
d6i xir nhur thé véi mot chinh pha ban.” [On parle d’ un projet de coup de force. On me dit que
ma vie serait en jeu. Il est inconcevable qu’ on puisse recourir a de tels agissements contre le
gouvernement d’un pays ami]. Tuy nhién, Diém thém rang hién tai tinh hinh tam lang diu. Tong
thdng M¥, do sur khuyén khich cuiaDai st Lodge, d& khén ngoan khdng bat d¢én xanh. D6 1a
chiéu hudng 6n hoa cualoi tuyén b trong cudc hop béo ngay 2/9.( 171)

Ngay 10/9, diing ngay Lalouette nhan 1énh tridu hdi, Lalouette giri vé Paris b&o céo chét vé budi
gap mat véi Lodge. Lodge néi vai Lalouette 1a chinh phu M chua co quyét dinh ndo vé khing
hoang bang giao Viét-My. Lodge nhu nguoi di trong swong mu [II se trouvait [ui-méme, m'’ a-t-il
dit, en plein brouillard]. Bubi gap mit giira Diém va Lodge ngay 9/9 “chua chin mii” vi éng ta
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khong co gi dé noi nira [prématuré puisque de son cote, il n"avait rien plusdire]l.” Lodge s¢ rang
QUOC Hoi My s dat van dé vién trg véi ché do Diem. Lodge hy vong rang kho khan s3 vuot qua
vi Téng théng Kennedy méi tuyén b 1a“Lién bang My da quyét dinh ¢ lai Viét Nam néu nudc
nay tiép tuc chbng sy tan cong cia Cong San [les Etats Unis sont décidés a rester au Vietnam
tant qu'il faudra lutter contre I’ offensive communiste].” Véi hién trang can than trong khi phan
dinh.(172)

2. K& hoach trung lap héa Viét Nam:

Ngay 29/8—gitralic Bach Cung chap thuan cho céc Tudéng lam dao chinh, véi muc tiéu tdi thiéu
laloai bo C6 van Nhu—Bo truong théng tin Phédp Peyrefitte dot ngot cong bd quyét dinh caade
Gaulle vé Viét Nam trong mot budi hop Hoi ddng chinh phu tai Paris: D6 1adan toc Viét Nam
xtng dang duoc sdng trong hoa binh, doc 1ap, thodt khoi sy can thiép ciangoai bang. Do nhitng
lién hé ciaa Phép vai Viét Nam bay I&u, chinh pha Phép s8 van dung hét kha nang dé thuc hién
muc tiéu nay.( 173)

Ngay 30/8, bdo chi M§ phan &ng gian dit. Nhiéu béo cho rang de Gaulle mudn can thiép vao
Viét Nam, loai bo anh huang M. Bo Ngoai Giao M§ phai yéu cau Dai s Phép tai Oat-shinh-tan
giai thich ré 1ap truong cia de Gaulle. Alphand duoc yéu cau phai giai thich 1oi tuyén bb ciade
Gaulle chi lamat vién kién cho tuong lai.

Nhung béo chi Viét trong hai ngay 30 va 31/8 nong nhiét tan thuong dé nghi cua de Gaulle. Theo
Quyén Ngoai truong Ciru, ban tuyén b ndy dugc ciru xét trong phién hop Hoi dong chinh phu
vadi dén quyét dinh cho in nguyén van ban dich tin ndy trén trang nhat ban tin Thong Tan Xa
Viét Nam. Ban tin VTX chi bo di cu tra 161 caa Peyrefitte véi phdng vién hang Reuter rang “Elle
signifie que nous donnons un rendez-vous al’ avenir.” [Diéu nay ¢ nghia chlng tdi c6 mot cuc
hen gap trong twong lai]. Céc gigi chuc chinh phu, theo Ciru n6i véi Lalouette, hiéu tat ca y

nghia loi tuyén bd cuade Gaulle, va giiraldc cusc khing hoang dang dién ra ¢ Viét Nam, 1oi
tuyén b cua de Gaulle dugc mot sy cong huong dic biét [1a portée de la déclaration qui, dans
la crise que traver se présentement le Vietnam, avait une résonnance particuliére] VTX viét:
“Trén binh dién chinh thirc, khéng ¢ gi chiring to rang loi tuyén bd trén 1am phién dén Tong
théng Kennedy” [que, sur le plan officid, rien ne permet de justifier I’ interprétation d’ aprés
laquelle cette déclaration pourrait ére ‘une nouvelle facon d’ ennuyer le Président Kennedy'].

L alouette két luan: “ Quelque soit I’issue de la crise actuelle la sémence est jetée, elle germera.”

[ DU cuge khiing hodng hién tai ndy ra sao, viéc gieo ma da bat dau, nd sé nay mam .( 174)

Tai Paris, ngay 2/9, Pai st Pham Khic Hy xin yét kién Couve de Murville, yéu cau Ngoai
truong Phép giai thich thém vé [6i tuyén bd cua de Gaulle ngdy 29/8/1963. De Murville khang
dinh Phép chi c6 quyén loi kinh té van hda & Nam Viét Nam, vading ngodi van dé chinh tri
[Quant ala politique, [France] s abstient d’en faire]. Khi thdng bao tin nay cho Pai sir Lalouette,
Couve de Murville chi thi: “Trong hoan canh hién tai, thai d6 cho dgi va khéng can thiép phai
duoc triét dé thi hanh & Sai Gon ciing nhu Paris.” [Dans les circonstances présentes une attitude
d’ expective et de non ingérence s’ impose pour nous a Saigon comme a Paris.”] (175)

Trong khi d6, tai Sai Gon, trong buéi gap mat Lodge tr 16G00 tgi 18G00 tai Dinh GiaLong
Nhu tuyén bb: De Gaulle c6 quyén phét biéu y kién, nhung nhirng nguoi khong tham chién
khong c6 quyén can thiép. Su trung thanh cia chiing téi véi M ngan cim ching téi nghién ciiu
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tuyén b cuade Gaulle hay H6. Nguoi My 1adan toc duy nhét trén trai ¢at dam giop Nam Viét
Nam.( 176)

Cung ngay 2/9, Giam ddc Nha A chau-Pai duong Lucet ciing théng béo cho Lalouette biét rang
theo tinh béo Bri-tén & Sai Gon, nguoi tatu hoi phai chang chinh sach cia Phap layém tro Ngd
Binh Nhu nhu nguai tét nhat dé theo dudi chinh sach thong nhat vadoc 1ap véi My [on pouvait
se demander si latendance actuelle de la politique francaise n' était pas de soutenir M. Ngo Dinh
Nhu comme étant I’ homme le mieux placé pour engager son pays dans une politique d' unité et
d'indépendance vis-a-vis de I’ Amérique.] BNG Phap trd |01 voi Dai st Bri-tén tai Paris rang
“Day khong hé 1a chinh sach caa ching toi”[“ ceci ' était en aucune facon notre politique.”]
Lucet chi thi cho Lalouette phai tra 1i cho Pai sir Bri-tén tai Sai Gon, néu duogc hoi, rang:

“ Chinh sach cia Phap la khdng can thiép vao ngi tinh Viét Nam.” ( 177)

Ngay 3/10, Couve de Murville giai thich trugc Uy ban Ngoai giao QH Phép vé 1oi tuyén bb ngay
29/8 ciia de Gaulle: Phap ung ho giai phép thong nhat, doc [ap caa Viét Nam. Day |a chinh séch
dai han khdng phai 1a muc tiéu cia mot hanh dong tirc khac [une politique along terme qui ne
fait pas |’ objet d’ une action immédiate], Loi tuyén bé cia de Gaulle khdng duoc dén nhan tét
dep ¢ Oat-shinh-tan ciing nhu Mat-sco-vavi ca hai ché do tai mién Bac va Nam déu phai thay
d6i. Trung Cong da banh trudng anh hudng tai Bic Viét. Muc tiéu duy nhat caa Phép tai Viét
Nam |a “théng nhat trong doc 1ap” [la réunification dans |’ indépendence].( 178)

Ngay 5/9, sau khi New York Thoi B4o dang ban tin vé Lalouette yéu cau Lodge ngirng cong kich
Diém, chinh phu Phap cho AP dang ban tin cai chinh:

“Nhirng tin tirc trén tuyét di kndng phti hop vai chinh sach caa Phép . . . That kho thé tuong
tuong dugc réng mot Dai sir Phap c6 thé hudng din mot cudc van dong nhur trén. Nguoi tathém
rang o1 tuyén bd tai phién hop Hoi dong chinh phu tuan qua cua Tudng de Gaulle, mong mudn
rang nén hoa binh noi bo caa Viét Nam s& duoc thé hién khong do anh huong ngoai bang, tu no
d& pha nhan nhiing tin tic trén to New York Times. Va lai, can nhan manh rang 1oi tuyén b cua
Tudng de Gaulle nham dién ta mot quan diém cho tuong lai vakhdng nén coi nhu chong lai Lién
bang M¥.( 179)

Ngay 6/9, khi tiép kién pha doan Nhat Ohirava Haguiwara, Couve de Murvilletd khang dinh
rang |oi tuyén bd ciade Gaulle nham vao tuong lai, khéng phai 1a giai phép tic khic. De Gaulle
theo dudi |ap trudng cac ngoai cudng khdng nén can thiép vao noi tinh céc nuéc khéc [non-
ingérence]. Chinh sach cia Phép 1a khdng can thiép vao noi tinh Viét Nam [ne pasintervenir
dans |es affaires intérieures du Vietnam]. Chi mudn kinh té vavian hoa. Bac Viét Nam chiu anh
huong Trung Cong nhiéu hon Nga [ Il apparait bien que ces pays subissent plus I influence de la
Chine que celle de la Russi€]. Vé mién Nam, theo Couve de Murville, hién trang s3 kéo dai mot
thoi gian. C6 thé mot Tudng 18nh s3 dugc dualén cam quyén. Nhung day khdng phai 1a mot
chinh pha dwoc dan ung ho. Sai 1am caaché do hién nay 1a khdng duoc dan ching gitp d va
ung ho. Mot tay doc tai khéc 1én thay s3 ching thay doi dugc gi ca. Couve de Murville phu nhan
lakhdng c6 mot tng ctr vién nguoi Viét ti nan nao & Phép dé thay thé Diém [nous n’ avons pas
de candidats]. Tranh khong tra 1oi vé vi thé cia Phap néu cd cudc thao luan vé Phat gido tai Hoi
déng LHQ.( 180)

Nhung ngay 18/9, béo Washington Post van dang bai “Very Ugly Stuff” [Nhirng thir rat xau xi]
cua Joseph Alsop. Bai nay duatheo tin don vanhirng cugc phong van, ké ca Nhu. NGi vé no luc
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tim céch giai hoaNam-Bac véi su tiép tay caa Phép. Alsop nghi rang hai anh em ho Ngb c6 I&
khéng con tinh téo nira [ he feels that “ both Ngos brothers may no longer berational.” ] ( 181)

Nhu dé tra 101, ngay 28/9, de Gaulle1ap lai wéc mudn thong nhat va hoa binh cho céc qudc gia
ngheo, bi chia cat do sy can thiép tir bén ngoai vai su trung gian tu nguyén caa nudc Phép.( 182)

Hai ngay sau, Dai bién Phédp ¢ Sai Gon, Perruche, giai thich voi Sullivan rang ca Nhu 1an
Lalouette déu két luan rang sy tién trién caatran chién, truéc khi xay ranhitng vu rac réi méi
day, khién cuoc giao dich Bic-Nam cd thé hoan tat vao cudi nam [1963]. Viéc Nhu tiét 16 véi ky
gia Alsop khién nguoi Phép bé mat vabay gio ho tuyén bé khdng tin nhiém dugc muyc tiéu toi
hau cia Nhu.( 183)

[11.“SUBIEN CUONG TAP THE CUA MQT GIA BINH CAI TRI

Ngay 11/9/1963, trong budi hop Ban Tham Muu Bach Cung, sau khi ban vé cong dién sb 478
cua Lodge vé hién tinh Nam Viét Nam vadé nghi c6 nhirng bién phép trirng phat (sanctions), CH
van An Ninh Quéc Gia M¥, McGeorge Bundy khé nhirc dau vi bai “On Suppressing the News
Instead of the Nhus” [Vé viéc cit bo tin tic thay vi v chdng Nhu] trén New York Thoi Béo caa
James Reston. Gitraltc d6, Michael Forrestal bao tin Tong Gidm Muc Thuc daroi Roma qua
New York dé dan xép cho Lé Xuan sang M¥ “giai doc.” Trong mét con néng gian, Bundy buot
miéng:

Pay lalan dau tién thé gigi phai ddi dién véi “si dién cudng tap thé caamot giadinh cai tri”
chua hé thay sau thoi cac Nga hoang.( 184)

Thuc ra, Bundy chuanghién ciru ky tiéu sir Diém vaho Ngb, nen cho rang giadinh Diém dang
dién r tap thé. Loi phé binh cua ky gia Alsop mot tuan sau, rang anh em ho Ngb khdng con biét
ly 18, ciing qua phién dién.

Ly 1& caaho Ngd, néu biét rd vé giadinh nay, rat dé hiéu ¢ Viét Nam. D6 lakhéng dn dwec thi
dap dé. Nam 1907, Kha va Bai, véi sy tiép tay caa Hoi truyén gido, d&tung tin Toan quyén Paul
Beau “tru diét Ki-t6 gido” khi truat phé vua Thanh Théa (da riratoi). Nhirng thang cudi nam
1933, sau khi “tir chac” Thuong thu Bo Lai, Diém vaho Ngbé ma chién dich bdi nho Toan quyén
Pierre Pasquier vaké hoach dai cai cach Sarraut-Pasquier khién Pasquier phai truat ca chuc tudc,
pham ham cua Diém va cha dd dau laBai, day ra Quang Binh.( 185)

Anh em ho Ngb, saul budi hop giadinh vao cudi thang 6/1963, 6 1& d& quyét dinh theo duoi
chinh sach “an khéng dugc thi dap d6” nay. Khéng nhirng théng tay dan &p Phat Giéo, ho Ngb
con dung bao chi trong nud, ké ca to Viét Nam Thoi Bao bang Anh ngir & Sai Gon, vavai ky gia
ngoai qudc chiu anh huong hay c6 cam tinh véi ho Ngd. Margueritte Higgins chi [amét trong SO
nay. Khoéng kém hiéu luc IaTong Giam muc Thyc vaLé Xuan. Thuc c6 tude vi Tong Gidam Muc
Ki-td. L& Xuan thi c6 nhan sic, va mleng [udi “tinh tinh” @& duoc tinh luyén qua nhung lan goi
dién thoai chiri boi Tran Van B4 khi D6 , em cuing chakhac me véi Chuong, nghiéng vé phia
Binh Xuyén, hay nhitng Dan biéu VNCH dam chdng lai du thao Luat GiaBinh. Mua Thu 1963,
sau khi bi dudi khoi nuée, Lé Xuan chi trich ca Kennedy hay céc vién chirc M$y. Nhu cuing di
mot chuyén do. Nhung vi con e so ngudi My, Nhu chi cho tung tin c6 &m muu &m sét Lodge ma
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khong dam duing nhiing 101 de doa cong khai nhu “treo ¢6” chaveo (Tran Van Chuong) tai bing
binh Sai Gon, dé Lé Xuan hén ha “xiét chat gidy thong long.” (Ngwoi thay Nhu lam viéc ndy voi
cd hai v chong Churong vao théng 7/1986 |1a Tran Van Khiém, emtrai Lé Xuan) Digm ciing vay.
An diu phia sau bé ngoai “dao dirc Khdng hoc” 1amét tm hén bénh hoan (psychopath), vui
budn bat chot (maniac). Ngudi Viét chua quén nhirng ngdn nghé tratin nhu dung nén dét hau
mén nghi can Cong San caatri huyén, tri phu Diém ngay nao—nhitng tro tratan gi up Té tuéng
Bai cho Di¢m thang quan, tién chic khdng ngirng tur 1922 téi 1933; nhung cling ddng thoi, néu
tin duoc 101 Thuc viét cho Toan quyén Decoux ngay 21/8/1944, khién Cong San phai thué sét thi
nguoi Hoa ratan Phan Rang trir khir di, nhung Diém may man chi bi thuong.( 186)

Trong nhitng nam cAm quyén & mién Nam, nhiéu dém Diém bét than goi cc Bo trusng, Tuéng
l&nh vao Dinh Boc Lap hay Gia Long, bat thirc thau dém suot sang.( 187)

IV.KET TU:

Hanh dong “ve van” [flirtation] Cong San caaanh em Diém-Nhu—va nhu thé phan boi lai dasd
dan chiing mién Nam—chi duoc don dai tir nam 1962 & Sai Gon, va duoc bach hda sau ngay cac
Tudng lam dao chinh glet chét ho Ngd nam 1963. Yéu td “phién Cong” ndy méi thuc sy mang
lai sy sup d6 cuaDé Nhat Cong Hoa (1956-1963), ma khdng phai cugc tranh dau caa Phat Gido,
hay céi goi 1a“bao vé chi quyén qubc gia,” “qubc thé,” “nén doc 1ap” nhu nhiéu ngudi tudng
nghi.

Trong cong dién giri vé Oat-shinh-tan ngay 31/8/1963 dé béo tin hodn lai cudc dao chinh dy tru
vao hdm sau, ngdy 1/9, Pai s Lodge ghi thém chi tiét: C6 van Nhu dang bi mat tiép xdc véi
Cong San Béc Viét quatrung gian hai dai sit Phép va Poland [Ba Lan], vi hai chinh pha nay
muon mot giai phap Viet Nam trung Iap. Ngay trong ngay 31/8, Hoi DPong ANQG My dathao
luan vé viéc nay. Hilsman tuyén bd da co trong tay mot cong di¢n ching to Nhu lién lac véi Viét
Cong quatrung gian Phap, vadang van dong truc Xuat cé&c cd van Cap tinh. Cyu Dai s Nolting,
c6 mat trong budi hop, bao chira cho Nhu 1a Nhu s khdng chiu chap nhan moi diéu kién cia Ho
Chi Minh.( 188)

Tuy nhién, hot x(c xac da dugc gieo xudng.

Co s thanh lap ché d6 mién Nam sau Hiép dinh Geneva (20- 21/7/1954) lalap truong chéng
Cong. So di nguoi My d6 bao tién caa, vii khi vanhan vat lrc vao mién Nam tir nam 1950 cling
chi nham muc tiéu chién lugc duy tri “mat tién dén chdng Cong caathé gidi tu do.” Bai thé, sau
Hiép dinh Geneva, ho Ngd dugc toan quyén Té Cong, Diét Cong, bat gitr hang chuc ngan ngudi
tinh nghi. Chi can lién hé hay pho bién tai ligu Cong San dalamot hinh toi, duoc qui dinh r6
rang trong luat phap ciing nhu sinh hoat hang ngay ¢ mién Nam. Chinh quyen Diém ngay démra
ra 1ap truong chéng Cong. Vién chac ché ¢o mang cong sit, sting dan vaméay chém dén khap
hang cting ngd hém, lang xém, thén ban phia Nam vi tuyén 17 dé tiéu diét “ phién Cong” i
danh chinh thirc cua céc can by Cong San hodc nhirng ngudi tinh nghi. C&c trai “cai huan” chat
nich can bd Cong San, ké ca nhitng can bo cao cap caatd chic tri van Sa Gon-GiaDinh nhu
Duoc si Pham Thi Y én, Luat sw Nguyén Hiru Tho, Bli Thi Nga (vo Huynh Tan Phét, Tong thu
ky MT/GPMN), v.. v...
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Nhung ai ngo chinh anh em Diém-Nhu, nguoi dang dugc My ung ho vatrao pho trach nhiém
chbng va Diét Cong, tir dau nam 1963 da tr thanh, &m muu trg thanh, hodc bi My tinh nghi 13,
“phién Cong” nam viing hang dau trong Dinh Gia Long-va nhu thé déng bi tir hinh theo Sic
Luat 10/59 do chinh Diém ban hanh.( 189)

Kho két luan thuc chang anh em Diém-Nhu muén bét tay véi HaNoi, hay chi mubn danh mot
canh bac vai My. Ngay 30/9/1963, Phu ta dac biét Thir truong dac tréach Chinh tri vu BNG |la
Sullivan béo céo rang XL TV Dai sir Phép, Canadava Indiadéu to y nghi ngo vé thuc chat caa
nhirng tin ddn quanh mdi giao dich Ho-Diém. Tuy nhién, tit ca nhan manh rang méi giao dich d6
c6 thé xay ratrong twong lai. XLTV Pai s Phép [Perruche] cho rang c6 thé xay ratrong vong
ba, bon thang.( 190)

Tat ca cam thay rang mien Béc dang bi suy thodi vé kinh té vahicét ring Viét Cong dang thua
tran tai mién Nam (sic). Vi thé mién Bic s& thuong thuyét mot hiép udc ngung ban dé doi lay hai
diéu kién: hiép thuong Nam- Béc vaviéc triét thodi quan M. Mot yéu té nirala dp luc cuaTrung
Cong. Néu My rit khoi mién Nam, Trung Cong s& giam bét p luc va cho HaN6i duoc nhiéu
quyén tu tri hon. Phan Nhu c6 thé muén hoan tat cudc d6i chéac ndy vi hai ly do: Trude hét, su ty
tin théi quaveé kha nang “da bai Cong San ngay trong chiéu bac caaho;” va, thir hai, y mubn loai
bo nguoi My.” ( 191)

Robert S. McNamara va Tuéng Maxwell D. Taylor, Tong Tham Muu truéng Lién Quan My—
nhirng ngudi khéng mudn thay ngua—ciing chang dau noi kho chiu vé su “trg ¢o” cia Nhu.
Trong béo céo ngay 2/10/1963 d¢ trinh [én Kennedy sau khi tham quan Viét Nam, McNamarava
Taylor nhan xét:

Mot khia canh gay khé chiu khéc niralaviéc Nhu dang ve vén y do thuong thuyét vei Bac Viét,
du ong ta co thuc tam hay chang. Bieu nay gay boi roi cho nhitng nguoi Vi€t co tréch nhiém va,
trén can ban, tao sy 1o ngai rang cd thé khéng c6 sy dong nhat véi cdc muc dich cua Lién Bang
My. (192)

Trong cong dién giri [én TT Lyndon B. Johnson ngay 1/1/1964, Lodge cho rang Kennedy chua
dugc cangoi dlng muc vé viéc ngian chan khuynh huéng tan hai ¢ Viét Nam: Néu trong moia He
vaThu 1963, Kennedy khong kip thoi ngan chin, tinh thé & mién Nam ¢4 dan dén dai hoa. (193)

Loi ching cua Lodge trudc Uy Ban Ngoai Giao Thuong Vién ngay 30/6/1964, con di thang vao
van de hon:

Mia Thu [1963] virardi, néu chinh pha Diém khong bj dat diem vaton tai thém khoang mot
thang nira, t6i nghi chang tadathay Cong San cudp chinh quyén. Toi nghi yeu to nay rat quan
trong.” ( 194)

Lodge, tuong can nhan manh, duoc Kennedy giao cho dic quyén hanh xt & Sai Gon. Boi thé, du
Lodge c6 bat mén vé nhitng tro khiéu khich caave chdng Nhu hay ching, viéc ve van Cong San
cua Nhu—gidng nhu hanh dong cia Raymond Khanh vao cudi nam 1964, dau nam 1965—la
chiéc dinh cudi cung dong 1én nip quan tai ché do DBé Nhat Cong Hoa.

Nhitng loi c&o buoc cac Tudng cim dau cudc dao chinh 1/11/1963 14 “sét nhan” maLé Xuan rén
ri, hay &m tham nguyén ruatrong vung béng toi lanh I€o cia kiép luu vong tai Paris, chi ladu

52



huéng caa“ con dién cudng tap thé ciamot giadinh cai tri” dabi ném xudng mit dat sau cudc té
I& “chbng Cong.” Hai vién dan ban vao gay anh em Diém-Nhu, cuoc hanh hinh Can vao thang
5/1964, hay canh chét giatrong dién loan, bi rit phép théng cong cua Tong Gidm muc Thyc hai
muoi Nam sau & Missouri—dul ¢é khién tranh [ong trac an caa nguoi Viét, mot dan toc day long
d6 lwong va khoan hdng—nhung chinh thuc |a nhigng ban an xieng dang cho téi bgi phan va
am muu bgi phdn criia ho Ngo.

Houston, 12/8/2003-6/10/2012
Chinh Pao
© 2003, 2012 by Chieu N. Vu. All Rights Reserved.
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comme le texte d’ instructions que vous avez recues. Dans ces conditions, veuillez, dés réception,
n'indiquer par télégramme ce qu’il peut y avoir de vrai dans|’article du journaliste américain
et me donner toute précision sur I’ attitude que |’ on vous préte. Diplométie, p.o., Lucet;”Cb
16957/63, Lucet gui Lalouette; AMAE (Paris), CLV, SV, d. 18:199.

171. AMAE (Paris), CLV, SV, d. 18. Theo Lalouette, khi giai thich vé Phat Gi&o, Diém cho rang
tinh hinh nghiém trong vi c&c sur tré thay thé nhitng nha su [on tudi, kha kinh cii tir nam 1962.
Theo Diém, Nam Viét Nam ¢6 3000 ting, 600 ni, 1 triéu tin ¢6 thudc Tong Hoi Phat Gido va3
triéu cam tinh vién. Nhu thé Phat ti chi chiém ti da 28% dan s6. Mac du ¢é ngudi bi thuong,
nhung khéng ai bi chét trong cudc tan cdng chiia chién. Chinh pha phai duong dau tir ha tuan
thang 7/1963 mot ké hoach xéch dong chinh tri ¢6 phdi hop nhip nhang sir dung moi phuong tién
dé chdng lai chinh phu, va chinh phi phai phan ang.

172. AMAE (Paris), CLV, SV, d. 18:111.

173. Nguyén van: Les graves événements qui se déroulent au Vietnam sont suivis a Paris avec
attention et avec émotion. L’ oeuvre que la France se naguére accomplie en Cochinchine, en
Annam et au Tonkin, les attaches qu’ elle a gardées dans | ensemble du pays, I'intérét qu' elle
porte a son développement, |I’amenent a comprendre particulierement bien et a partager
sincerement les épreuves du peuple viethamien. D’ autre part, la connaissance que la France a
delavaleur de ce peuple lui fait discerner quel réleil serait capable de jouer dans la situation
actuelle de |’ Asie pour son propre progres et au bénéfice de la compréhension international e des
lorsqu’il pourrait déployer son activité dans|’indépendance vis-a-vis de I’ extérieur, la paix et
I"unité intérieures, la souhaite au Vietnam entier. |l apparait naturellement a son peuple, et a lui
seul, de choisir les moyens d'y parvenir. Mais tout effort national qui serait accompli au
Vietnam trouverait la France préte, dans la mesure de ses propres possibilités, a organiser avec
ce pays une cordiale coopération.” AMAE (Paris), CLV, SV, 18:156; Le Figaro [Paris),
30/8/1963.

174. CP s 733-735, Lalouette giri BNG, ngdy 31/8/1963; AMAE (Paris), CLV, SV, 18:46-47.
175. Cb 737/39, ngay 2/9/1963, Paris gui Saigon; AMAE (Paris), CLV, SV, carton 18.

176. Cb 403, ngay 2/9/1963, Lodge giri BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, |V:85.

177. CDb 740.41, 2/9/1963, Lucet gui Lalouette; AMAE (Paris), CLV, SV, d. 18.

178. Ban tin AFP ngay 4/10/1963; AMAE (Paris), CLV, SV, carton 18.

179. Nguyén van: “De telles informations n’ ont absolument aucun rapport avec la politique
francaise. . . . il est impensable gu’un ambassadeur de France mene lui méme unetelle
campagne. On y ajoute que la déclaration faite la semaine derniére par le Général de Gaulle au
cours du Conseil des Ministres souhaitant qua la paix intérieure au Vietham soit réalisée sans
influences étrangeéres, constitue en elle-méme une réfutation des informations du New York
Times. Cette déclaration du Général de Gaulle, souligne-t-on par ailleurs, était |’ expression
d’une vue & long terme de la situation et ne doit pas étre considérée comme un affront a I’ égard
des Etats-Unis.” AMAE (Paris), SLV, SV, d. 91:59.

180. AMAE (Paris), CLV, SV, d. 18:164-166.
181. FRUS 1961-1963, 1V:298.
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182. AMAE (Paris), CLV, SV, 18:161.

183. “The French Chargé admitted that . . . both Nhu and Lalouette had concluded that the
progress of the war, prior to recent events, was such that a deal could probably safely be
negotiated by the end of this year. Nhu’s subsequent disclosure of these talks to Alsop has
embarrassed the French and they now say they distrust Nhu's ultimate intentions;” FRUS, 1961-
1963, 1V:326.

184. Nguyén van: “This was the first time the world had been faced with collective madnessin a
ruling family since the day of thetsars;” FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V:175. Thuc, do ap luc cua Kham
st d'Astavalodge, daphdi roi Sai Gon qua Roma cung Giam muc Picquet bon ngay trudc 7
(7/9). C6 I& chang vui vé gi, Thuc tuyén bo & Romarang CIA My dang bo ra20 trieu My Kim dé
ém muu dao ghinh \(éo ngay 21/9 sap tai. ThuC con khang dinh cac su khong tu thiéu mabi giét
bang bua Chang hiéu vi nhitng 161 tuyén bo nay, hay ly do nao do, Giao Hoang Paul V1 huy bo
budi trieu kien du trt, ma ciing chang dé cap gi den viéc thang cap Hong Y. Vi ma cuoi thang
d6 Cdng dong Vatican I maéi tai nhém, nén ngay 11/9, Thuc qua New Y ork dé van dong cho Lé
Xuéan vao My doi hoi “cong ly,” nhu Diém n6i vai Lodge.

185. Vi Ngu Chiéu, Céc vua cudi, 11:582-585; FRUS, 1961-1963, 111:808.

186. Thu ngay 21/8/1944, Thuc giri Decoux; CAOM (Aix), PA 14, carton 2.

187. Phong van ¢b ky gia Nhu Phong Lé Vin Tién (Houston, 1998-1999).

188. US Vietnam Relations, Bk 12:542.

189. Ngay 21/8/1956, Diém ra Sic Luat 47, 1&n &n tir hinh nhitng hanh vi pharéi tri an co lién hé
véi Cong San. Ngay 6/5/1959, Diém ban hanh Luat 10/59 nham diét Cong vathiét 1ap toadn
quan sy leu dong dé xét xir Viét Cong. Toa Mt Tran ndy c6 quyén chung tham; dung Du sb 47
nam 1956 dé trirng tri Viét Cong. Mot trong nhitng “phién Cong” nam vang 1a“C van chinh tri”
Vii Ngoc Nha, truéng cum tinh béo A-22. Can bo nam viing khéc 1a“Bay [Ba?] Hong,” mét linh
muc lam 1& mdi tuan trong Dinh Doc Lap, vathan can vai ho Ngé.

190. Nguyén van: “All of them were inclined to doubt that there was much substance in current
rumors about a Nhu-Ho deal. However, all of them insisted that we should not discount the
possihility of such a deal in the future. The French Chargé said “ three or four months.” FRUS
1961-1963, 1V:325-26.

191. Nguyén van: “They therefore conclude that, in return for two stipulations, the North would
be willing to negotiate a cease-fire agreement with the South. These two stipulations are: North-
South trade and the departure of USforces] . An additional factor was the Chinese pressure. If
USforces could be removed from Vietham, the Chinese might ease somewhat their pressure on
Hanoi and grant them a greater measure of autonomy. Brother Nhu might be willing to make
such a deal for two reasons: First, his supreme confidence in being able to ‘ beat the Communists
at their own game,” and second, hisdesire to get rid of the Americans.” Ibid.

192. US-Vietnam Relations, Bk 12:594. Nam 1995, McNamara viét trong hoi ky In Retrospect
(1995:51): “Pau He[1963], chling toi duoc tin Diém, quaem trai Nhu, bi mat moc ndi véi Ha
Noi. De Gaulle, rat muédn té 1ap anh huong Phép ¢ Bong Duong, ciing duoc thdng béo tir Bic va
Nam Viét Nam ngudn tin nay, thay day 1amot co hoi. Ong talap tic kéu goi thong nhat vatrung
lap héa Viét Nam. Ching tdi khdng rd day |a su thuc hay chi [6i don, vaty hoi phai chang Diém
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dang dinh bét chet [blackmail] chiing tdi dé 1am giam &p luc viéc dng ta.dan 4p thd bao nhiing
phan tir chong doi.” Nguon tin cia McNamarala cong di¢én ngay 2/9/1963 cua CIA Sai Gon ve
buoi nGi chuyén vai mat bao vién vao toi ngay 30/8/1963; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V:89-90.

193. FRUS 1964-1968, |:1-2.

194. Nguyén van: “Last fall, if the Diem government hadn't come to an end and had gone on for
another month, | think we might have had a Communist takeover. | think that it had become that
important.” Dan trong Gibbons 1993, 11:204.

PHU LUC1
POSSIBLE ACTIONSBY GVN AS QUID PRO QUO FOR
ADDITIONAL U.S. SUPPORT
I. Organizational steps:

1. Retain Thuan in one of three jobs he now holds, but appoint capable officials to other two jobs
in order permit all three of these key positions function adequately.

2. Delegate real coordinating authority to the three coordinating "super ministers”.

3. Flesh out delegation of authority to Field Command for counterinsurgency operations so that
authority will be commensurate with responsibility.

4. Set up functioning internal security councils at central, regional, provincial, and district levels
along lines of models used in other countries which have conducted counterinsurgency
campaigns.

5. Give Central Intelligence Organization substance, and not just shadow, of authority and
control over all intelligence operations.

6. Free both Diem and Assistant Secretary of National Defense from operational functionsto
sufficient extent to permit them to visit scenes of ARV N victories or defeats immediately after
action has occurred and to maintain more frequent informal contact with armed forces in other
ways.

7. Higher and more regular pay to local officias.
Il. Stepsto rally mass support:

1. Increase Diem's personal contact with people through more informal trips to countryside, by
making himself available at palace to ordinary people, either in groups or individually, by
occasionally hearing mass in small church or visiting Buddhist Pagoda, et cetera.

2. Travel by Diem, wherever possible, by helicopter directly from palace in order reduce adverse
reaction from closing off of streets, motorcades proceeding at high speed, behavior of security
guards, et cetera.
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3. Frequent, frank, and down-to-earth talks over radio (at least onceamonth) and on TV if
system set up.

4. Use flood actions as opening gambit in campaign for less luxury in Governmenf in view
general emergency in which country finds itself.

5. At same time stop emphasizing "sacrifice and discipline” theme in talking to the people and
tell them what they are anxious to hear-that better times are coming and that soon they will not
be afraid to sleep at night.

6. In Saigon and other cities institute, visit, and dramatize |aborconsuming projects for
unemployed who have increased considerably as result influx into cities because of insecure
conditions in countryside.

7. Initiate and publicize economic and social programs aimed at improving conditionsin every
village.

8. Proceed set up provincia councils which Diem has already promised publicly.
I11. Steps to rally support of educated class:

1. Bring non-Communist political prisoners promptly to trial, including Dr. Dan and Pham Khac
Suu.

2. Set up public tribune for free expression of ideas and criticisms as safety valve.

3. Establish political consultative council and consult this body sincerely and frequently. Council
should include leading oppositionists since they are not in National Assembly.

4. Try to make it clear that National Assembly can vote freely on measures placed beforeit. Send
back for thorough open debate measures recently adopted at Madame Nhu's instigation re taxi
girls and establishment women's paramilitary force.

5. Permit opposition parties to operate and put up candidates for 1962 National Assembly
elections.

6. In effort reduce criticism of family, place Nhu in ministry where he will have to accept
responsibility.

V. Armed forces:

1. Higher pay or increased family allowances to soldiers.
2. Better food.
3. Better system of promotion.

V. Social

1. Tax reform-higher rates and collections from well-to-do.
VI. Financial:

1. A redistic military rate of exchange.

173. Paper Prepared by the Taylor Mission/1/ Saigon, October 18, 1961. /1/Source: Kennedy
Library, National Security Files, Vietnam Country Series Taylor Report (Rostow Working
Copy). Top Secret.
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There is no heading on the source text, but another copy bears the following handwritten notation
on the cover sheet: "Questions Distributed by Taylor Mission for Answer by Task Force Saigon.
October, 1961." (Washington Nationa Records Center, RG 84, Saigon Embassy Files: FRC 68
A 5159, SGN (61) 19-GVN August through December) The questions were apparently given by
the Taylor Mission to Embassy personnd at the briefing of the Taylor Mission by the Saigon
Task Force on October 18.

Saigon, October 18, 1961.

I. Political-Social (Responsibility-Mr. Cottrell)

1. How stable is the Diem Government?

2. How can the political base for the counter-insurgency program be improved?
3. What would be the political effect of the following:

a. Introduction of SEATO and/or US forces?

b. A political settlement in Laos?

c. A major increasein US military and economic aid?

4. What are the pros and cons of abilateral treaty?

5. What are the essential reformsto urge on Diem? What approaches to use?
I1. Military (Responsibility-General Craig)

1. Operations and Training.

a. How isthe ARVN presently disposed and how does it operate against the VC? Are present
resources being used to best advantage?

b. How can the tactics and organization of ARVN be improved for combatting the VC?

c. How can therate of increase of ARV N be accel erated? What should be the ultimate strength?
d. How can SV N forces take offensive action against the VM?

e. What can be done to combat more effectively the VC infiltration by land and sea?

f. What is the status of Special Forcetraining? Isit adequate? Are the trained units properly
used?

2. Logistics.
a. Arepresent logistical resources being used to best advantage?
b. What additional equipment is needed? Why? When? How much? Who operates?

¢. What improvements are needed to facilities such as ports, airfields, roads and signd
communications? Why? How much?

d. What can US|logistical units, or US contractors do to help in logistics field? Engineers?
Helicopters? CAT?
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e. What prepositioning of military equipment and suppliesis warranted now?
3. Intelligence.

a. What are the hard facts with regard to the VC insurgency? Tactics? Location? Routes of
infiltration? Sources of supply?

b. How can the SVN intelligence system be improved? Photography?

c. What are the possibilities of organizing an effective village alarm system?
d. What are the reconnai ssance capabilities? Ground? Sea? Air?

[11. Political Warfare (Responsibility-Mr. Rostow)

1. What are the techniques of political warfare which can be brought to bear on the VC
insurgency problem?

2. What importance is there to improving radio and TV facilities?

3. How iswhite and black propaganda organized? Isit effective?

4. What can be done to improve Diem's image before his own people and outside world?
IV. Unconventional Warfare (Responsibility-General Lansdale)

1. What unconventional warfare techniques should be considered in coping with VC insurgency?
2. How can we carry unconventional warfare to the enemy?

3. Are preparations adequate for waging unconventiona warfare?

V. Covert Activities (Responsibility-Mr. Smith)

1. What are the covert and clandestine capabilities of SYN? Should they be increased?

2. What covert offensive actions should be considered?

3. What is being done to reduce or eliminate US participation in covert activities?

4. What are the possihilities of exploiting third country nationals in covert operations?

5. What is the extent of disaffection directed against the Diem Government?

6. What is the state of loyalty of the Armed Forcesto Diem?

7. What isthe true attitude of the SVN toward US?

V1. MAAG and Military Aid (Responsibility-Adm. Heinz)

1. How isthe quality, size and organization of the MAAG?

2. Isthe MAAG close to the RVNAF? How many arein the field? How are US advisors
assigned to units?

3. Isthere need for aprogram for further "encadrement"?

4. What is the status of organization and training of the Civil Guard and the local Security
Forces?
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5. How can the Secretary of Defense be kept better informed?

6. IsUS military aid being used to the best advantage? Is it properly related to economic aid?
Can the reaction time be reduced?

VII. Economic (Responsibility-Mr. Howe)

1. Isthere need for arevision of the economic aid program to direct it more specificaly to
combatting V C insurgency?

2. Iseconomic aid properly related to military aid?

3. What are the short-term projects of greatest promise which should be pushed forward now?
4. What economic reforms which we are justified to urge on Diem? What approaches to use?
VIIIl. R&D (Responsibility-Dr. Rathjens-Mr. Godet)

1. What R&D items offer promise in the short term in combatting V C insurgency? What is
needed to expedite them?

2. Can the R& D organization be improved?

Saigon, October 18, 1961, noon.

508. General Taylor, Rostow and Cottrell called on Diem together with local American officials
for initial discussion October 18. Taylor opened by explaining reasons for his mission, its interest
in all fields activity and its authority to make recommendations to President Kennedy, who will
make decisions.

In response Taylor's request for description situation in Viet-Nam, Diem gave long historic
account developments here. Main point which emerged concerned lack sufficient number of
GVN troops. In addition insufficient armed forces he stressed need for large number well
equipped and trained Civil Guard and self defense corps for protection of hamletsto prevent Viet
Cong from feeding on countryside. Taylor asked whether increase armed forces could not be
stepped up. Diem and Thuan replied that shortage of cadres is main bottleneck since additional
officers and NCOs needed for all branches of security forces. Pointed to recent action doubling
officer trainee class at Thu Duc school.

Since Diem's description underlined need for large security forces for various defensive
purposes, Taylor noted that offensive warfare against guerrillasisless costly than defensive, and
asked whether greater offensive action, striking at Viet Cong bases and ambushing them on
infiltration trails could not be undertaken. Diem replied this being done in part but many trails
not known and Viet Cong find it easy to deviate past GVN units on known trails.

Taylor asked for Diem's view on recent step-up in Viet Cong campaign. Diem said that Viet
Cong aimisto induce GVN to withdraw troops from southern area (where they have been more
successful in recent months) to meet greater activity in central Viet-Nam, thus again giving Viet
Cong opportunity for greater initiative in southern area. Diem noted Viet Cong now often
regroup into bigger units to attack more important targets but added that Viet Cong are not yet
trying to engage in conventional warfare by holding on to places taken.

71



Taylor said he understood there had been recent discussions of introduction of American or
SEATO forces into Viet-Nam and asked why change had occurred in earlier GVN attitude. Diem
succinctly replied because of Laos situation. Noting it will take time to build up GVN forces he
pointed to enemy's reinforcements through infiltration and increased activitiesin central Viet-
Nam and expressed belief that enemy istrying to escalate proportionately to increasein GVN
forces so that CVN will not gain advantage. He asked specifically for tactical aviation, helicopter
companies, coastal patrol forces and logistic support (ground transport).

Diem indicated he thought there would be no particular adverse psychologica effect internally
from introducing American forces sincein his view Vietnamese people regard Communist attack
on Viet-Nam as international problem. Rostow inquired whether internal and external political
aspects such move could be helped if it were shown clearly to world that thisis international
problem. Diem gave no direct comment on this suggestion. He indicated two main aspects of this
problem: (1) Vietnamese people are worried about absence formal commitment by USto Viet-
Nam. They fear that if situation deteriorates Viet-Nam might be abandoned by US. If troops are
introduced without aformal commitment they can be withdrawn at any time and thus formal
commitment is even more important in psychological sense. (2) Contingency plan should be
prepared re use American forcesin Viet-Nam at any time this may become necessary. In this
connection Diem seemed to be talking about combat forces. While it was not completely clear
what Diem hasin mind at present time he seemed to be saying that he wants bilateral defense
treaty and preparation of plans for use American forces (whatever is appropriate) but under
questioning he did not repeat his earlier idearelayed to me by Thuan that he wanted combat
forces.

Taylor several times stressed importance of overall plan-military, political, economic,
psychological, etc.-for dealing with guerrillas. Diem tended avoid clear response this suggestion
but finally indicated that he has new strategic plan of hisown. Since it was not very clear in spite
effortsto draw him out what this planis, Taylor asked him to let us have a copy in writing.

| asked Diem about significance state of emergency decree just issued (our 504/2/). He said he
took this action under conditions of Constitution and has sent it to National Assembly for
approval in 30 days as required by Constitution. If Assembly approves establishment of state of
emergency he said that executive decrees could then be issued. | asked whether this measure was
taken because of security or flood conditions. He said both but it was evident that security
considerations were uppermost since he referred to his mention of this proposed action in his
October 2 National Assembly speech.

/2/Not printed. (Ibid., 751K.00/10-1861)
Nolting

174. Telegram 508From the Embassy in Vietham to the Department of State/1/ /1/Source:
Department of State, Central Files, 120.1551K/10-1861. Secret; Priority. ReDeated to CINCPAC
for PolAd, Bangkok. Vientiane. and Phnom Penh.

Saigon, October 18, 1961, midnight.
507. Task Force VN.

72



Body of Col. Hoang Thuy Nam, Chief GV N Liaison Mission to ICC who kidnapped by VC Oct
1, recovered from Saigon River Oct 17 near bridge on northern outskirts of Saigon. Body to lie
in state at GVN Liaison Mission headquartersin ICC compound beginning 1530 Oct 18. Funera
be held Oct 20. Suggest Department bring this devel opment to attention of press. USIS sending
to IPS GV N press release/2//2/Not found. on this subject.

... Oct 18 informed EmbOff asfollows. GVN evening Oct 17 sent urgent letter to ICC,/3/3/Not
further identified. / copies of which delivered to ICC commissioners at their homes, concerning
Nam case. Letter stated impossible doubt that Hanoi authorities responsible for death of Col.
Nam and earnestly requested |CC within one week inform GV N of measures |CC intended take
against Hanoi authorities as result thisincident. Letter added GVN and Vietnamese people
awaiting with greatest attention word of action to be taken.

ICC met morning Oct 18 and unanimously agreed send letter GVN expressing "deep sorrow"
over death of Col. Nam and asking ICC condolences be transmitted to family. Canadians and
Indians also proposed ICC send additional letter asking GV N submit further proof that DRV
implicated in Viet Cong activities such as kidnapping of Col. Nam, in order permit ICC
consideration of possible investigation. During discussion this proposal Indian chairman warned
Poles ICC might bein for serious troubleif no action taken on Nam case. Poles requested delay
in order seek instructions from Warsaw but subsequently agreed to send letter proposed by
Indians and Canadians. This done afternoon Oct 18.

Comment: ICC letter, which so worded as to invite evidence of DRV connection with Viet Cong
in relation allegation latter's responsibility for Nam kidnapping, represents real "breakthrough™ in
subversion issue. ICC bound consider information submitted in response its own request and
GVN, asresult earlier Jorden visit, /4/ has devel oped useable and effective evidence which can
now be exploited to fullest. . . .

/4/See Document 139.

"Time limit" for ICC action contained GV N letter unprecedented GV N tactic. GVN may havein
mind using Nam case as justification for anti-insurgency actionsin direct conflict with Geneva
Accord.

We shall endeavor impress on GVN unprecedented opportunity presented by 1CC letter and
necessity exploit it.

Nolting

175. Telegram 507. From the Embassy in Vietham to the Department of State/1/ Saigon,
October 18, 1961, midnight. /1/Source: Department of State, Central Files, 751K.00/10-1861.
Confidentid; Priority. Repeated to New Delhi, Ottawa, London, CINCPAC for PolAd, Geneva
for FECON, Paris, Phnom Penh, Bangkok, and Vientiane.
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Washington, October 18, 1961, 9:27 p.m.
451. Ref: Deptel 192./2/ Joint State-Defense message.

[2/Telegram 192, August 15, notified the Embassy in Saigon that the question of the introduction
of jetsinto Vietnam was still under study in Washington and that the Embassy would be
informed when a decision was made. (Ibid., 751K.5-M SP/ 8-861)

1. In view factors involved in obvious breach of Geneva Accords, no firm date on introduction
jetsinto Viet-Nam has yet been set. Any decision not to conform Accords as they pertain to jet
aircraft will be made as political situation dictates at such time and to such degree as will best
advance US interests. Nevertheless concur training should start now thereby enabling GVN
accept jets when and if actual delivery is approved.

2. You are therefore authorized inform GVN of US offer to provide training in US to begin FY
62 for jet pilots and technicians in numbers required to operate six T-33's.

3. Indiscussions required for this purpose with GV N officialsit should be made clear that:

(1) No public announcement be made of possible future delivery of jet aircraft pending fina
resolution US-GV N position on continued observance of Articles 16 and 17 Geneva Accords.

(2) That any decision to provide jets or other weapons must be made in light GVN need and
ability to use them at the time. Item of most importance at present is adequate capacity of GVN
to prosecute the counter-insurgency plan and to handle the immediate problem of Communist
advances. Timing of jet delivery will be made in context of this capacity and eventual decision
regarding Geneva Accords.

Rusk

176. Telegram 451.From the Department of State to the Embassy in Vietham/1/
Washington, October 18, 1961, 9:27 p.m. /1/Source: Department of State, Central Files, 751K.5-
MSP/10-1861. Secret; Priority. Drafted by Wood, cleared with Anderson (SEA) and Defense,
initialed by Wood for the Secretary, and repeated to CINCPAC for PolAd.

Saigon, October 19, 1961.

SUBJECT Meeting held at Field Command Headquarters, ARV N, on Thursday, 19 October
1961 on the Occasion of the Visit of Genera Maxwell D. Taylor to Vietham (the meeting was
conducted in French)

ATTENDANCE General Maxwell D. Taylor, Specid Military Advisor to the President of the
United States

Lieutenant General Lionel C. McGarr, Chief, MAAG, Vietnam

Major General Duong Van Minh, Commanding General, ARVN Field Command

Brigadier General Le Van Kim, Deputy Commanding General, ARVN Field Command
Colonel Thomas A. McCrary, U.S. MAAG Senior Advisor to ARVN Field Command

A note on the source text reads. "This memorandum is based on interpreter's translated,
fragmentary notes, expanded from memory. It isin no sense a stenographic record of the meeting
and is neither official or approved.” A memorandum of a conversation on the same day between
Taylor and Lieutenant General Le Van Ty, Chief of the Joint General Staff, RVNAF, isibid.
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After an exchange of amenities, General Taylor told General Minh that hisvisit to ARVN Field
Command was in the nature of a courtesy call and that he hoped to speak with General Minh a
number of times before his departure./2/ He was sure that General Minh was aware of the reason
for histrip to Vietnam-of his ambition to study the problems of the country and to help find a
solution to them. Speaking as one soldier to another, he asked General Minh for his views on the
guerrillasituation, how he could help to solve the problem and what General Minh's estimate of
the present situation was as compared with conditions which existed two years ago. He told
Genera Minh that he found it hard to judge and asked if, in the opinion of General Minh, the
progress made by the communists was at anormal rate or if he felt that the tempo had increased
sharply.

/2/No record was found of any subsequent Taylor-Minh conversations during the visit.

General Minh replied that, first of all, he considered the visit of General Taylor to be a great
honor. He knew that General Taylor had spoken with all of his higher authorities and already
knew much of what was happening. Speaking as a soldier, he wanted General Taylor to know
that he considered the situation to be extremely grave. Not only had the Viet Cong grown
alarmingly, but, worse, more and more, the Vietnamese Armed Forces were |osing the support of
the population. In reply to General Taylor's question as to why he fet this, General Minh said
that he had known Vietnam under President Diem since 1954. The intelligence provided by the
population was a guide to their attitude. In 1955 and 1956, they were full of enthusiasm and the
spirit of cooperation. Now the population was giving trouble. When General Taylor asked if this
was because of aloss of confidence and whether it was restricted to threatened areas, General
Minh replied that the attitude prevailed in all areas-Saigon, for instance, could certainly not be
considered to be amenaced area.

Genera Taylor then told Genera Minh that what he was saying was important and asked him if
he had any ideas as to how confidence could be restored. Would successin war do it? General
Minh replied that the government had to strive to be better understood-there should be no
favorite groups or classes (heinvited Genera Taylor to send out special teams to check). There
should be no distinctions of people either because of race or religion. Under present conditions
certain religions felt that they were less favored. General Taylor asked if there was a clear
division aong religious lines. General Minh replied that, although he, himself, wasin favor of all
religions, the government conferred too many favors on one and gave nothing to others.

Another situation which General Minh thought needed correction was the system of selecting
Province Chiefs. He cited his own province as an example. One Chief appointed to the province
was a contractor from Hue with no administrative experience. In addition, he spoke to the people
in the language of Hue and this antagonized them. After two years of no success, another young
man, from the South, was selected-a young Captain, made Major for the job--whom General
Minh had known earlier. In the General's opinion, it had been necessary to stretch a point to
make him a Corporal. In answer to Genera Taylor's questions, General Minh explained that
nearly all Province Chiefs were military. Most were Captains--promoted to Magjor for the job and
promoted again to Lieutenant Colonel within two years. Their authority stemmed directly from
the President and they commanded all troops in the province except those on major operations.
There were, in effect, two chains of command. General McGarr had fought hard for asingle
chain of command which had been agreed and which had worked-but only for severa months.
Now, old habits had returned. The Province Chief was always in command of the Civil Guard
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and of the local Self Defense Corps forces. Though the Civil Guard had been officially placed
under the Ministry of Defense, they could not be touched by the military. When, acting on the
guidance of General McGarr, an attempt was made to go on the offensive, it was found to be
impossible to obtain the cooperation required for the establishment of security measuresin areas
which had been swept. There was no help from the Civil Guard. Genera Minh invited General
Taylor to talk to General Don, Commanding Genera of |1 Corps, where the Civil Guard was
organized and employed in a specia way. General Minh went on to say that many things needed
to be changed within the Army aswell as out-morale had to be raised.

In reply to Genera Taylor's question as to whether the Presidential declaration of a State of
National Emergency meant that all resources of the Nation would be united in the struggle
against communism, General Minh shrugged, agreeing that such a united effort was necessary-
that complete coordination of all elements of the government was a must-but many changes
would be needed to make this aredlity.

Aslong ago as last February, Genera McGarr had insisted that a National Plan to combat the
insurgency was required. General McGarr added that he had been pushing for this ever since.

Genera Minh, with the help of General Kim, had been working on amilitary plan which was
just about completed. Only last week, according to General Kim, General Minh had requested
that plans of other agencies be made available to him for comparison and coordination-he had
not yet received any cooperation-and was not too confident of ever getting any.

In reply to Genera Taylor's question asto who in the government other than the President, was
responsible for a united plan, General Minh said that he thought that the Secretary at the
Presidency, Mr. Thuan, should be-but that he was faced with the same difficulties as others were.

When Generd Taylor told General Minh that he should not be discouraged, General Minh
reminded him that he (General Taylor) had not been faced with awar problem like that in
Vietnam and had been ableto retire when he chose to do so. He was not completely discouraged
but he was happy to have General Kim with him-they sustained each other.

In answer to Genera Taylor's question, he said that if he had the authority to do what he wanted
to do, he would simply try to be impartia. To which, General Taylor commented that one was
never intentionally unjust. General Minh smiled and said that he understood.

General Minh went on to say that, in general, the Vietnamese do not like the Communists, but
some are alowed to fight them and others are not. He had fought against the Hoa Hao and the
Cao Dal, now these people were ready to die in the struggle against the Communists. The sects
no longer existed as they were before, but it was hard to exterminate "what isin the head"-they
persisted asreligions. The earlier struggle against them was really afight to exterminate a group
of bandits masguerading under the name of the Hoa Hao. General Taylor suggested that the same
tactics should be used against the Viet Cong.

(At this point, General Kim motioned that no further notes should be taken.)

General Minh then said that he considered himself to be a young military officer in ayoung
army. He felt that the military needed prestige and leadership, and the assistance of superior
authorities to obtain what they needed. He felt that not only was this not true-there seemed to be
adesire to downgrade the military.
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General Minh told General Taylor that he was happy to be able to speak to him frankly. Others
would also, but only if it could be tete-a-tete or in avery small group. There was a fedling that
they were on aplane in adive, and that they would soon reach a point where it would have to be
levelled off or it would be too late.

The meeting ended with General Taylor's expression of his hope to see General Minh again
before his departure.

177. Memorandum for the Record/1/ Saigon, October 19, 1961. /1/Source: National Defense
University, Taylor Papers, T-637-71. Secret.

Saigon, October 20, 1961.

516. Gen. Taylor and Cottrell called on Vice President Tho October 19 accompanied by
Mendenhall and me. Main points made by Vice President as follows:

1. Intelligence services function poorly because qualified personnel, equipment, and available
funds spread too thinly among too many competing services. Centra Intelligence Organization,
which was formed at US request, not really functioning. Agreed with Taylor that adequate
intelligenceis of first importance in fighting guerrillawar.

2. Peasants do not support Communists politically but are forced help them because of pressure.
Necessary to furnish proper protection to peasants including development protective measures at
hamlet level. Stressed need for Civil Guard and Self Defense Corps, particularly latter, in
sufficient number, better paid, better trained and better armed. Said that center is behind south in
developing proper protective measures at village level.

Under gquestioning, expressed personal view that CG and SDC should have been increased rather
than Armed Forces. Added current situation in central Viet-Nam requires some modification of
that view but it is still valid for southern Viet-Nam. based this on fact that guerrillawar is fought
at village level thus requiring local forces who know terrain and people. Also criticized Armed
Forces for being overly-developed for modern warfare rather than being able to fight in mud and
water, and said greater stress should be placed on Ranger forces.

3. When questioned on Montagnard problem, said thisis most difficult problem facing Viet-
Nam. He said that Montagnards are excellent as intelligence agents but not good in combat.

4. Stated that in general economy has not gone too badly despite insecurity. Asserted, however,
that if Commies continue advance in countryside, cities will be gradually asphyxiated through
loss of peasant purchasing power and growing unemployment resulting from influx people into
cities. Thus absolutely necessary to hold countryside. Added that Communists have plan to try to
seize upcoming rice harvest and province chiefs have been asked for ideas as to how to beat
Communists to punch over this crop.

5. After brief account by Vice President of tactics and techniques followed by Communistsin
reaching present stage of guerrilla development, Taylor asked what should be done. Vice Presin
carefully phrased reply stated that US should "intervene" quickly and intelligently. He eluded
guestions directed at producing specific recommendations, but did state that US has aready
given lots of arms and other aid and more will be coming, and what we must insist upon is that
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thisaid be used efficiently. Pointing to Taylor'sinitial questions about intelligence organizations,
he asserted with smile that Taylor aready knew what was wrong in Viet-Nam.

Vice President added that morale of population is not bad and could easily be revived if
government worked properly. People are anti-Communist and will fight but they must be
convinced that what is being doneis intelligently planned and executed.

6. In conclusion | raised flood conditions and Vice President said that urgent assistance already
reguested by GV N should arrive during first two weeks in November to produce proper impact.

Comment: It was clear that Vice Pres, when pressed for his views, was pointing his finger at
Diem's methods of government and administration. He said he was not anti-Diem and expressed
his support of President. But thiswas a pleafor USto adopt a firm approach in order to make
Diem and his government effective. Though lacking specifics, Vice President's appeal was both
moving and disturbing in its stress on importance of time. He said six months from now would
betoo late.

Vice President made very good impression during talk. He showed detailed knowledge of what
is going on in countryside, and had lucid ideas as to how to deal with it. Heis close to people and
experienced in dealing with them. Obvious, however, that he will not himself stand up to Diem
and doubtful that he any longer even tries to make his voice heard by Diem.

Nolting

178. Telegram 516 From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State/1/ Saigon,
October 20, 1961. /1/Source: Department of State, Central Files, 120.1551K/10-2061. Secret;
Priority. Repeated to CINCPAC for PolAd, Phnom Penh, Bangkok, and Vientiane. No time of
transmission is given on the source text; the telegram was received in the Department of State at
2:12 p.m.

Saigon, October 20, 1961.

SUBJECT Minutes of Intelligence Discussion, 20 October 1961

No drafting information is given on the source text, which is attached to a covering
memorandum of October 27 from McGarr to Taylor in which McGarr wrote that it was MAAG's
memorandum for the record and was "a summarization of the items covered during the
discussion." not a verbatim account.

1. Genera Taylor conducted a conference of intelligence matters concerning South Vietnam in
Chief MAAG's office on 20 October, with following persons in attendance.

Genera Taylor | Mr. Colby

General McGarr | Colonel Bryant

General Timmes | Major Hyler
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Dr. Rostow Major Freestone

Mr. Cottrdll

2. Following is summary of discussion during the approximately two hour conference.

Genera Taylor asked for explanation of intelligence sources. Col. Bryant described how MAAG
field advisorsreceive, tranglate and forward al ARV N generated intelligence reports from
divisions, corps and Field Command to 22 MAAG; J2 MAAG aso receives 2 RVNAF
intelligence reports, estimates, studies, etc. Copies of all such reports arein turn transmitted to
Army Attache and Evaluation Center-Attache consolidates, comments and forwards to
USARPAC, PACOM and ACSI; Evaluation Center processes and produces collateral order of
battle. . . . Within limited capability MAAG J2 utilizes all information received to produce
current staff intelligence which is presented in form of weekly staff briefing of enemy situation
and a monthly intelligence summary. General McGarr commented that MAAG not specifically
charged with intelligence mission to collect information on ARV N and must be careful in this
respect so as not to prejudice basic mission, however, do receive information on Viet Cong and
North Vietnam from opposite numbers.

General Taylor inquired into ARV N intelligence system. Col. Bryant explained it is designed to
operate same as US Army with flow from bottom to top. However, GVN aso has civilian
security/intelligence agencies, such as NPSS, SEPES, etc., which report information through the
Province Chief and/or directly back to central headquartersin Saigon without in many cases
passing the information to ARV N present in the area.

General Taylor inquired as to how the system should work to provide timely intelligence. It was
explained that there should be free and continuous exchange of information at all levels between
ARVN battalions/regiments in provinces and the provincial administration (which recelves
information from civil guard, SDC, police, own intelligence net, etc). However, thisis not
presently done in a considerable number of instances. Mr. Colby commented that province chief
has civil guard, NPSS, own net, etc. reporting information to provincial headquarters and which
province chief often uses solely in his own security operations, or reportsto GVN in Saigon
without disseminating to ARVN in the area. It was explained that intelligence for ARVN
military operations comes from ARV N combat intelligence efforts plus that which may or may
not be obtained from province administration sources.

Mr. Colby explained the seven intelligence agencies (in contrast to US five) and stated are
numerous as President believesintelligenceis "power" and through such organizations President
is able to control, and by not centralizing them under a subordinate he avoids giving that power
to someone who might use it against the President. Agencies are the ARV N intelligence, military
security service (controlled by President and not ARV N), NPSS (National Police and Security
Service), SEPES (Service for Social and Political Studies), Presidential Liaison Service (a
private security service), and the recently organized Central Intelligence Organization which was
organized at urging of USin order to pull al intelligence information together centrally, asis not
now the case, where it can be collated, processed, and disseminated to users. CIO is having hard
time in getting of f the ground-lack of full Presidential support, and some other intelligence
agencies. General McGarr stressed the great need for timely dissemination of all available
intelligence to the military for effective conduct of operations.

79



Capahility of MAAG advisorsto collect and report enemy information and activity was
discussed, and was explained that under present set up advisors are unable to do little other than
collect enemy information from ARVN and forward up. Thisis because enemy activity is so
numerous and widespread and advisors are seldom present on the actual scene of action.

General Taylor commented that reports received in Washington build up large red blots on the
map which continue to accumulate as no subsequent information received to up-date situation
allowing some units to be removed perhaps, and this possibly gives a misleading and scaring
picture back in Washington. Mr. Colby commented that very possible the red blots do not build
up asfast asthe Viet Cong actually are building.

General Taylor, Mr. Colby, and Major Hyler discussed Viet Cong strengths compiled by
Evaluation Center based on compilation of collateral order of battle and special intelligence
information (information furnished General Taylor in separate report/2/ and not repeated here).
General Taylor stated all reports going to Washington should report VC battalion strengths (or
estimates), otherwise present fal se picture to those who think of battalions as 800-1000 man
units. Growth of VC military was discussed and explained that available information indicates
armed strength in Delta area has not increased greatly, however, a consolidation and regularizing
of forcesinto regular battalions has taken place. The significant increase has been in the 1st and
2nd Corps areas and indications are this has been accomplished largely by infiltration.

[2/Apparently areference to eight pages of outline notes, dated October 20, entitled "McGarr
Briefing for Gen. Taylor." Among the subjects covered in the notes were the terrain and climate
in Vietnam, Viet Cong strength, RVNAF casualties and strength, actions which improve the
situation in Vietnam, and actions the United States might take. Under this last heading, McGarr
said the United States might "employ US combat troops to fight Viet Cong," but they should not
"comein at all unlessin sufficient strength to tip the balance." The minimum force
recommended by McGarr was two full divisions, "suitably reinforced and supported with
helicopters, engineers, etc.” (Ibid., T-637-71)

The figure of 200,000 Vietnamese being available to Viet Cong, as stated in GVN Aide-
Memoire/3/ was discussed. It was explained this figure result of RVNAF J2 study based on
information from the provinces as to number of villages controlled, or heavily infiltrated by VC
(cy of J2 report/4/ available if desired).

/3/Not further identified.
/4/Not found.

Dr. Rostow queried asto order of battle picture at various echelons of ARV N and provincial
administration levels. It was explained that province chief normally presents a neat picture of VC
situation, but impossible for US personnel to evaluate accuracy. Also, in ARVN, the lower one
goes in the units, the worse the situation becomes-in the past RVNAF J2 and Field Command G2
have been quite conservative from a quantity standpoint compared to subordinate divisions and
slower in accepting new VC units and strengths. Dr. Rostow asked about interrogation of
prisoners. Was explained that US does not participate in this activity, however, we supposedly
receive results of interrogations if anything of valueis revealed. Prisoners captured by ARVN
are normally interrogated at division level then turned over to provincial authoritiesfor trial,
rehabilitation, etc. Mr. Colby commented on lack of cooperation in this and other intelligence
matters from the NPSS due to antipathy towards Americans of NPSS Chief, Brig Gen La-
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presently OSA only receives, above board, a monthly roundup report from NPSS, . . . Generd
McGarr briefly commented on how V C prisoners generally handled in attempt to rehabilitate
them. Genera Taylor stated that POWSs should be interrogated to provide evidence of link from
NVN in order to make a case for the ICC. Mr. Colby commented that it can be proved that VC
went North in 1954-55, trained there and resumed to the South.

General Taylor brought up fact of VC build up in SVN and apparent little increase in Delta area
as opposed to Northern 1st and 2nd Corps area. Mr. Colby and others commented that appears
Nambo (Delta area) concentrated on organizing a regular force structure from numerous platoon
and skeleton-type units with little increase, relatively speaking, in overall military strengths,
whereas, Northern area (1st and 2nd Corps) has seen a significant increase in military elements
since Fall of 1960. Mr. Colby commented that it is apparent the VV C opened up a second front of
activity, so to speak, in the Northern Highland and Coastal areas due to considerable GVN
success in suppressing activity in the South.

General Taylor brought up subject of casualties both sides. Col Bryant stated we have no
confidence in reports received from ARVN on their own casualties, but there are indications that
ARVN is becoming morereliable in reporting V C casualties, athough still believed to be
inflated considerably in specific instances. General Taylor wondered about the large VC casualty
stati stics commenting it might indicate low quality of recruits. Mr. Colby pointed out that
casualties also include any innocent local people who may not have actually been connected with
VC, or were at least passive concluding that a dead Viethamese is aways considered aV C by
ARVN if killed in area of action. Dr. Rostow queried if study of casualties versusincident rate
had been made-answer was no due to unreliability of statistics which would be used (MAAG
judgesthat all statistics are only relative and do not show the complete picture. For example, a
considerable amount of VC activity in areas heavily infiltrated or dominated by VC is never
reported as there are no friendly sources to report.)

Types of VC (recruited in South, infiltrated, etc) discussed. General consensus that some 70
percent are recruited and trained in the South, approximately 25 percent are regrouped
Southerners sent to North after war end (or later), trained, and infiltrated back to South, with
some 5 percent probably originating from the North and sent here as political and military cadre.

Genera Taylor asked if US has capability to interrogate V C prisoners-answer was no due to
language barrier, and must use Vietnamese Nationals. Thisis probably exploitable field asVC
prisoners have not been systematically interrogated in past.

Genera Taylor asked for fundamental facts as to intelligence production by USin country,
appears no one charged with nor staffed to do this, all agencies are collectors and reporters.
Major Hyler described Evaluation Center operation and fact that MAAG, ARMA, OSA, etc,
funnelled information into the Center. General Taylor asked for mission of EC and this furnished
by Major Hyler, and which Genera Taylor read./5/ It was explained that General McGarr got the
Center going to assist in supplying hard targetsto ARV N based on specia intelligence and
concealed as to source of information by use of collateral. The Center reports through SSO to
ACSI and Task Force. Product of Center collateral order of battle effort made availableto in-
country and all US agencies. General Taylor posed question as to what should be done to provide
efficient in-country intelligence apparatus for collection, processing, and dissemination of
accurate, timely intelligence. Giving MAAG intelligence production capability, bringing in a
team from USARPAC, straightening out GV N intelligence processes, were discussed. Mr. Colby
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stated that OSA has started on GV N but President does not want his intelligence funnelled
through one person or agency. MAAG has and is exerting similar effortsin the military field to
get MSS (counterintel effort) under the army where it belongs, organize an FOI capability, and
train intelligence specidlists. General McGarr stated that if US units came in we would want to
control intelligence or at least have a strong hand in the effort. General Taylor asked for best way
to set up aUS intelligence production effort or agency. Col. Bryant expressed belief that
Evaluation Center should be expanded. Dr. Rostow commented that first we need personnel to
work on the raw material, and that G2 or intelligence activities must work closely with G3 or
combat operations. It was also generally agreed that US intelligence effort, however organized,
should include an organization to work hand in glove with ARV N intelligence producers to
assure the effort is properly conducted, we receive al available information, and to gain benefit
of being able to exchange ideas and rapidly clear up questions of doubt concerning translations,
etc.

/5/Not further identified.

The discussion turned to plans for sealing the border in which General McGarr explained current
ARVN plans of consolidating numerous isolated small postsinto several large defendable border
bases from which ARVN would conduct interlocking patrols, etc. General McGarr mentioned
present capability of VC toinfiltrate at will through many border points where there are no
friendly units. General Taylor asked if important V C groups had been discovered or ambushed
coming in from Laos. Mr. Colby stated yes and described several instances, all of which are
included in GVN Aide-Memoire with supporting documentary evidence. Dr. Rostow posed
guestion that if US should consider bringing infiltration question up in UN where should UN
observers be stationed to detect infiltration. General consensus was that border islike asieve and
ahalf-dozen or so locations could not effectively detect infiltration a ong the numerous jungle
trails. Genera Taylor finished reading EC mission, and stated that the US wants to and must
know how the war is going from al aspects, and that although EC mission is important, it does
not go far enough.

The conference was concluded with Genera Taylor stating it had been most profitable.
However, problem remains as how to institute effective intelligence system for both GVN in
countering the VC threat and USin order to be knowledgeable on the overall situation-both
GVN and Viet Cong.

179. Memorandum for the Record/1/ Saigon, October 20, 1961. /1/Source: National Defense
University, Taylor Papers, T-015-69. Top Secret.

[Continue with the next documents]
Saigon, October 20, 1961, midnight.

520. We are struck by opportunity afforded by severe flood in Delta to undertake with GV N fast
public demonstration of unity of purpose and action. We intend to conduct right away further
survey of flooded regions related to following possibilities:

A. Restoration of four provinces to permanent GVN control, based on improved physical and
social conditions and improved security arrangements.
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B. Feasibility of using flood relief operation as means of introducing into SVYN US military units
for humanitarian purposes, which might be kept if necessary.

C. Demonstration of US concern and action on behalf of ally in non-military field by using
military equipment and personnel (engineer battalions, boats, equipment, etc.) with important
ICC and world opinion angle.

D. Publicity at time when much press attention focused this area.

E. Joint planning and operation with GVN which may point way to similar closer cooperation in
other spheres.

Will submit further recommendations after survey. Purpose this message to give idea our
preliminary thinking, in view shortness of time available for follow-through (approx two weeks)
in event survey validates idea.

Nolting

180. Telegram 520 From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of State/1/ Saigon,
October 20, 1961, midnight. /1/Source: Department of State, Central Files, 851K.49/10-2061.
Secret. Also sent to CINCPAC for action and repeated to Phnom Penh.

Washington, October 20, 1961.

Dear Fritz: In view of the recent rumors about changes at the Palace. . . | thought it might be
useful to bring up to date the memo entitled " Suggested Contingency Plan" which John Steeves
sent to Durby under cover of hisletter of April 13, 1961./2/

/2/Neither Steeves' letter nor the memorandum has been found.

The present memorandum is intended to replace the earlier one so that you will only have one
filefor easy (and possibly urgent) reference. Naturally the suggestions which follow are subject
to your comment which we would very much value.

I would like to take this opportunity to tell you how pleased we are by the sensible, steady and
conscientious embassy which you are carrying on in Saigon under the most difficult
circumstances. | think the quality of steadinessis particularly important in our relations with the
Vietnamese at this time.

Please convey my greetings to your staff and their families. | am very proud of them all. If there
are any personal or professional problems on which we can be of assistance please be sure to let
us know.

Very sincerely,
Walter

PS-Some of the statements in the enclosed memorandum will be obvious to you, but will provide
clarification to high level personsin Washington who may wish to read it.

181. Letter From the Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs (M cConaughy) to
the Ambassador in Viethnam (Nolting)/1/ Washington, October 20, 1961. /1/Source:
Washington National Records center, RG 84, Saigon Embassy Files ERC 68 A 5159, New
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Command Arrangements 1962. Top Secret; Official-Informal. A handwritten note in the top
margin reads: "Rec'd 11/2/61."

[Enclosure]
Memorandum Prepared in the Department of State/3/
Washington, October 20, 1961.

/3/Top Secret; Limit Distribution. No drafting or clearance information is given on the source
text.

SUGGESTED CONTINGENCY PLAN

The knowledge of the existence of this memorandum isto be restricted to the smallest possible
number of persons. It isnot an Instruction. It is designed for reference by the Chief of Mission,
but is not binding on him.

It is suggested that it be kept available and that it be reviewed with the Department whenever
considered necessary by the Chief of Mission either through officia informal correspondence
with the Assistant Secretary for Far Eastern Affairs or by telegram if necessary.

The United States continues to give President Diem full support by every appropriate means. For
s0 long as Diem exercises effective control over the GV N, the US should take no action, overt or
covert, which would give any encouragement to his opponents. During a possible coup the
American Embassy should continue to support Diem fully until adecision is reached by the
Chief of Mission that the time for change has arrived./4/

/4/Several marginal notes, apparently in Mendenhall's hand, are on the source text. Alongside
this sentence is written a question mark.

If in the best. judgment of the Chief of Mission the situation arises where Diem has lost effective
control, the United States should be prepared to quickly support the non-Communist person or
group who then appears most capable of establishing effective control over the GVN. The nature
of US support in such a situation should be strong enough to achieve rapid results but not so
blatant as to make such a person or group appear as a US puppet. Thiswill require the most
careful handling.

While the final choice should not be frozen in advance, sinceit isimpossible to foresee a
situation which may arise, it is believed it would be wise if the Embassy prepared and kept
current through regular consultation with the Department alist of persons and groups who might
be acceptable. This might save priceless timein the event of acrisis and reduce the chances of
mistakes or vacillation. Preliminary views follow:

1. The choice should be limited to persons in Viet-Nam on the grounds that they would be the
only ones who would have any chance of rallying support in the face of the probability that the
Communists would move fast./5/

/5/Alongside this sentence is written "Buu Hoi ?"



2. Thefirst priority should go to civilians within the Government with emphasis on US backing
for a constitutional solution. Before abandoning Diem every effort should be made to consider
how he might be reestablished even if he appeared temporarily to have lost control./6/

/6/Alongside this paragraph are written two guestion marks.

3. If the Chief of Mission should decide that Diem had lost control, the first decision would be
whether to support Vice President Tho as the constitutional successor. A recent Embassy
telegram (Embtel 516 dated October 20/7/) describes him as lucid, having detailed knowledge
and as being close to the people. It would be necessary to persuade Tho and persuade the military
to support him. This might be achieved through General Duong van Minh who is an old friend of
Tho's (they were cellmatesin aFrench jail about 1946) and who iswell thought of in the army. It
would be important to hold off the President’s family. It might be well for Nhu to take a trip.

[7/Document 178.

4. Failing Tho, a second choice might be Nguyen dinh Thuan who isincreasingly widely known
as aresult of the extensive representation which he does for Diem and who has preserved good
relations with the Vietnamese military dating back to his days as acivilian official in the
Vietnamese Department of Defense./8/ Both Thuan and Tho are capable men, experienced in the
Vietnamese Government and friendly to Americans. Although Thuan is not in the constitutional
line of succession, thiswould probably not be a mgor problem in the present crisis situation.

/8/Written in the margin next to this sentence are the following comments: "without political
support & has made too many enemies."”

5. Constitutionally, if Tho did not take office, President of the National Assembly Truong vinh
Le would be next in line (Article 34) and would, according to the Constitution, preside for two
months pending elections. He is dedicated, but has little public appeal and does not seem capable
of firm imaginative leadership. At best he would be atemporary figurehead needing strong
military support and a competent cabinet.

6. Other possible civilian candidates within the Government might be Bui van Long, Secretary of
the Interior, Vo van Hai, the President's Chief of Cabinet or Tran van Dinh if hewerein Viet
Nam (heis now at the Vietnamese Embassy in Washington).

7. Another possibility which might be preferable paragraphs 5 and 6 would be a military
caretaker government under General Duang van Minh./9/

/9/Written in the margin aongside this sentence are the following comments: "Or under Kim.
Might also be preferable to any of foregoing choices.”

8. The strength of the Communist challenge in Viet Nam would appear to rule out a Government
of anti-Communist oppositionists. These men are disunited, inexperienced and do not have a
wide following. It would seem almost impossible for them to organize an effective Government
before the Communists took over.

Giving U.S. support to men now in the Vietnamese Government would reduce the risks of a
dangerous interregnum and would probably be acceptable to most influential Vietnamese who do
not appear to object so much to their present Government as to Diem's alleged inability to lead it
effectively./10/
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/10/Written in the margin alongside this sentence are the following comments: "Why not
consider possibilities of Tran qui Buu, or Lt. Col. Thao, or perhaps even Maitre Dzu?'

9. It would also seem best to rule out any possibility of a Government under Diem's unpopular
brothers, even if Luyen were front man. However, it might be wise to suggest that Brother Ngo
dinh Can be | eft temporarily in control of his satrapy at Hue.

10. Meanwhile we face the very difficult problem of Diem's |eadership. Most of those close to
him do not now appear to think heis sufficiently effective. Diem seems unwilling to listen to
advice on this subject. The U.S. is committed to support the Government of Viet-Nam of which
Diemis President. It should be assumed that any U.S. initiative to remove Diem would become
known and would be resisted ferociously by Diem and hisfamily. But if it is clear that he can no
longer obtain the effective collaboration of the members of his own government, we shall haveto
consider what we should and can do. We presume you will have discussed this with General
Taylor and that he will have your views. We will discuss this with him when he returns. In the
meanwhile, in view of the reported decrease in support which Diem seems to be receiving even
from his closest advisers, we would appreciate your thoughtsin this regard by cable.

The best U.S. approach would thus appear to be to support Diem so long as the Chief of Mission
believes his control is effective and to use our influence with him to make it more effective. In
this connection the Embassy might propose a draft of aletter from President Kennedy to
President Diem based on General Taylor's recommendations. Such adraft could state that in the
interest of the defense of Viet-Nam and of our heavy commitment there the U.S. considers it
essential for President Diem to create an effective Internal Security Council with real executive
responsibilities headed by a person of stature who would be loyal to Diem and respected by his
colleagues. All government business would have to pass through the Internal Security Council.
We should a'so request him to confirm to us the name of his successor. Other recommendations
could include areal unification of intelligence functions. To obtain Diem's real concurrence it
would have to be made clear that these moves were essential parts of the Counterinsurgency Plan
which Diem agreed to carry out. It would also have to be implied quite understandably that if he
did not, we would have to reconsider our policy towards Viet-Nam. Such aletter would require a
prior decision that we would be prepared if necessary to run the risk of suddenly withdrawing
our support from Diem and of amost simultaneously throwing our weight behind the most likely
replacement. Such a move would require preparation, secrecy, surprise, and toughness.

181. Letter From the Assistant Secretary of Statefor Far Eastern Affairs (M cConaughy)
to the Ambassador in Vietham (Nolting)/1/ Washington, October 20, 1961. /1/Source:
Washington National Records center, RG 84, Saigon Embassy Files ERC 68 A 5159, New
Command Arrangements 1962. Top Secret; Official-Informal. A handwritten note in the top
margin reads. "Rec'd 11/2/61."

On October 21, 1961, Maxwell Taylor and some members of his mission, accompanied by
representatives of the Military Assistance Advisory Group, Embassy staff, and Vietnamese
officials, left Saigon for a 2-day tour of the countryside. In his memoirs, Taylor wrote that one of
the days was spent in the north near the demilitarized zone and the other flying over the Mekong
Delta. (Taylor, Swords and Plowshares, page 239) Although there are passing references to this
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trip in other documents in this chapter, no other documentation on the trip has been found. 183.
Editorial Note

PHU LUC 2

Saigon, October 21, 1961.
SUBJECT Talk with Nhu, 19 October

Ngo Dinh Nhu invited me to visit him the morning of 19 October. | did o, . . . . met Nhuin his
office in Freedom Pal ace.

The substance of Nhu's remarks were:

The events in Laos have given a psychological shock to anti-Communistsin Asia. The
governments of Thailand, Vietnam, Formosa, Korea, and the Philippines have expressed
disapprova of eventsin Laos, on agovernment level. This may give the impression that it is
only the governments which are concerned, and not public opinion. Just the oppositeistrue. The
Asian man-in-the-street is profoundly affected.

For example, in South Vietnam the Communist guerrillas now present themselvesin the villages
as having just come from the successful Communist forces in Laos. Thisis not true, of course,
but it is very effective psy war on the Vietnamese villagers.

The shock of Laos does not seem to be understood in the West. The West apparently 1ooks upon
this as governmental actions to blow up the Laos situation for their own ends. However, to the
citizensin Asian countries, the eventsin Laos mean the end of SEATO and that the U.S. is now
ready to abandon all anti-Communists. Therefore, the Asians are becoming demoralized.

The biggest weak point of the U.S. is the lack of psychological action on the world. There seems
to be no unity of theme or action. The important thing is to make the people know what the U.S.
wants. For example, during avisit to Morocco this summer, | noted an amost compl ete absence
of U.S. propaganda. The journalistsin Rabat asked about the meeting of the neutralistsin
Belgrade. After giving them some frank opinions on the neutralists, the journalists commented:
"Y ou have shown us the other side of the moon."

The Free World, including the Government of Vietnam, is working against Communism in an
administrative fashion. Thisway of working doesn't create a movement of opinion. Without a
movement of opinion, there can be no quick action. The Government of Vietnam is incapable of
creating a great movement, even though it is doing many things.

Western propaganda against Communism doesn't exist. Western journalism often attacks the
West and puts the West in the wrong. That's why people here were awaiting General Taylor's
visit, to create a psychologica shock both in South Vietnam and in North Vietnam. Thevisitis
very important from the psychological standpoint.

Public opinion in Vietnam has it that Genera Taylor's mission has the power of decision, which |
realizeis not true. That's why | think there should be something in the communiqué about a
decision. Perhaps the statement could be in the form of saying: "Something needs doing in
Vietnam, but | am not saying just what right now. | am going back to Washington, where the
decision will be made." (Comment: It was suggested that Nhu might touch on this topic when he
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talks with Dr. Rostow, which he intends to do./2//2/No record of a conversation between Nhu
and Rostow was found. Nhu agreed.)

The Communists make use of human capital to wage their subversive war. They can do al sorts
of things with this human capital, such as terrorism and blackmail. After the Geneva Agreement
in 1954, the Communists regrouped people for later efforts. 60,000 were readied for Cochin
China, 40,000 for Central Vietnam and the High Plateau, and 35,000 for Cambodia. 10,000 of
the people for Cambodia were Cambodians taken to the North from Cambodia itself.

The key point in Communist doctrineisthe belief in eventual victory. It is essential. You don't
find thisin the Free World. Everybody seems paralyzed by the prospect of Communist victory.
Therefore, we have the serious problem of stopping this decomposition. Since 1945, the Free
World has been thinking that it can defeat the Communists by strategic solutions. We want to
fight the Communists by victory. Thisis exactly as though we were to say, "In order to win the
war, you need victory." Peoplethink thisis easy and thisis the Western point of view.

In the Western world, we have the human capita of freedom. Thisis something that everybody
has. So, thisis not only the capital, but it also can be the motive for action. So, the equation is
made: "To win the war, you must have liberty."

In countries not yet free, if you apply this equation to them, you are going to be beaten: "To bea
developed country, don't be underdevel oped. Y ou must not let yourself be attacked by the
Communists. If you are attacked, you are guilty." It isfelt that liberty exists without economics.
Socialism has attacked capitalism on this very point.

Normally, when a house starts burning down, people help and call the firemen. Now this has
changed. If your house burns down, you are somehow guilty. Those who cometo aid you are
somehow guilty, too. That's the history of Laos, and of other Asian countries. The Laotians feel
they are guilty. Why did they provoke the Communists by wanting to be independent? Because
they wanted to choose their own friends in the West freely, they were attacked by the
Communists.

Now the Laotians who sought liberty are being called corrupt. Phoumi and Boun Oum are
labelled "reactionaries’. Souvanna Phouma and Kong Le are labelled "pure”. Nobody says that
Souvanna Phouma holds lots of economic resources, that the bank and the airline are his. Not a
single reporter in the Free World seems to want to talk about that. Nobody points out that Kong
Le has severa wives and a Chinese concubine. At the same time, Western reporters say that
Diem, Phoumi, and so on, are corrupt. Why? Because they were attacked by the Communists.
So, in some way, they are guilty and all that is needed isto look for the details of guilt.

Until now, Cambodia has been fine. However, Cambodia wouldn't be looked upon so favorably
if it wererealized that it can be taken over by the Communistsin 48 hours. Actually, Cambodia
is not strong, is not to be counted upon.

Apparently, the U.S. Embassy in Phnom Penh reported to Washington afew months ago that
there were no Communist concentrations in Laos, that any reports to this effect were Vietnamese
inventions aimed at getting increased U.S. aid for South Vietnam. 3 Word of this report seeped
from the French military expertsin Cambodiawho claimed to have collaborated in the American
report. Thisisthe kind of false information which doesn't inform Washington properly.
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In hearing of this report, the Vietnamese then asked Washington for aerial reconnaissance of the
Cambodian frontier./3/ This request was mainly in order to be certain that Washington had the
correct information. The Cambodian frontier is truly fantastic as far as Communist military
camps go. The Vietnamese have little capability for professional aeria reconnaissance. The
Americans can do it so much better themselves.

/3/Not further identified.

In order to believe areport that there are no Communists in Cambodia, you would have to
believe that the Communists have given up guerrillawarfare. Everybody knows that one of the
cardinal principles of guerrillawarfareisto have bases on a border. Essentially, if the
Communists gave up this principle, they would have to give up Communism. Communism
which doesn't expand isn't Communism.

The Communists in South Vietnam are waging war in a bruta fashion. They rely heavily on
terror. They are applying military doctrine, not Mao Tse Tung's doctrine.

The present Communist doctrine in South Vietnam appears to be: the sum of tactical victories
establishes afavorable strategic situation. The tactical actions are not political, but lead towards
the hope of victory. This puts the popul ation off balance, without time enough to organize itself
for defense.

Thereis much lack of unity in Communist forces in South Vietnam. Some of the Communist
cadre are not in agreement with Hanoi's policy of terror. But, they can't get out of it. They are too
enmeshed in the gears of Communism. Mostly, these are the people who were in the 1945-1954
war. During that war, they were favored by the population, which loved them. Now, due to the
terror campaign, they are feared and hated. Many of the prisoners, and the Communists who
defect, have told this.

We Viethamese are not applying the same doctrine of the sum of tactical victories. We are
looking for decisive battles. Thisis areal mistake. We must increase the number of ambushes of
the Viet Cong, the tactical victories.

At arecent meeting in Ban Me Thuot, with local civilian and military officials, we went over
details of the local problem. Frankly, they were not realy waging war against the Communists
there, either in civic or military action. The main reason was the old one of alack in Asians of
using systematic procedures. The Communists apply a Germanic system, in avery methodical
manner. Communism is a Western movement, applying method and a thorough followthrough
which really is quite foreign to Asians.

The Vietnamese isintelligent, but lacks the methodical spirit. Each takes action, but not
systematicaly. If things don't work, they feel the reason must be elsewhere. In the two recent
reverses in the High Plateau, garrisons were swept away and the troops coming to their relief
were ambushed. The local officials admitted that they had previous information of possible
attack, but that the commanders and troops involved were not vigilant enough. How does it
happen then that nobody has learned the lesson? It is because orders were poorly given.
(Comment: Nhu then explained the new orders that were to be given. Troops going to the relief
of an attacked garrison are to have the primary mission of liquidating the Viet Cong ambush on
the line of march. Otherwise, the commander will just rush his troops to the beleagured garrison
in singlefile, be ambushed, and never get there. Thus, the new orderswill be: don't say go to the

89



rescue, but give the mission as annihilate the ambush. By provoking ambushes, you can retain
the initiative. This can be called "drawing the tiger out of the forest".)

The military always say, "we don't have intelligence”, to excuse inaction. But, with the present
system, there is exploitable information. Admittedly, there is a need for more organization.
(Comment: Here | interposed a question about the Central Intelligence Organization. | said that
the Americans wanted the Vietnamese to win, that we had really counted on Nhu himself to act
strongly on getting this ClO started dynamically and meaningfully. From various reports, this
seemed to be going slowly.)

People put the problem the wrong way. The Intelligence cadres on the higher levels have not
been trained. The Americans have been helping, but they trained the lower-level cadres, in large
numbers. Not the chiefs, though. In the old days, the French directed everything from the top.
Now, the Americans have promised to train the chiefs. But, the chiefs have not been trained, and
without trained chiefs, there is nobody to direct the effort.

Thisis an example of accusing an underdeveloped country of being underdeveloped. | am
accused of many things. Probably the accusations are correct, because | have to substitute for
ministersin alot of matters. The communists say that | take care of everything, probably so that
I'll be paralyzed by the fear of being criticized. But, then, people say that | am responsible for the
bad things, never the good things. I'm afraid that I've let myself become paralyzed by the fear of
criticism.

(Comment: The meeting was breaking up. | reassured him firmly that we wanted Vietnam to win
and that we were counting on his personal help strongly.)

Edward G. Lansdale/4/
/4/Printed from a copy that bears this typed signature.

182. Memorandum From the Secretary of Defense's Deputy Assistant for Special
Operations (Lansdale) to the President's Military Representative (Taylor)/1/ Saigon,
October 21, 1961. /1/Source: Washington National Records Center, RG 84, Saigon Embassy
Files: FRC 66 A 878, Vietham-Taylor. Secret. Copies were sent to Nolting and Rostow. The
source text is apparently Nolting's copy.
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